(unyeue “indipueg jo Apnis ased V) TvdaIN NI NS 1HdNO0.L0D3 40 S103dS0dd ANV SIW3 1904d

TTOZ ‘UoJe |N) B|fe N Blweuy —

PROBLEMSAND PROSPECTSOF ECOTOURISM IN NEPAL
(A Case Study of Bandipur, Tanahun)

A THESIS
Submitted to

Central Department of Rural Development
the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

In Partial fulfillment of requirement for the Master's
Degreeof Artsin Rural Development

By
Anamika Malla
T.U. Regd. No. 6-1-288-7-98
Exam Roll. No. 281134

Central Department of Rural Development
Tribhuvan University, Kirtipur
Kathmandu, Nepal

March, 2011



RECOMMENDATION LETTER

| hereby certify the thesis entitled " Problems and Prospects of Ecotourism in
Nepal (A Case Study of Bandipur, Tanahun) by Miss Anamika Malla submitted to the
Central Department of Rura Development, Tribhuvan University, Kathmandu, Nepa in
partial fulfillment of the requirement for the Degree of Masters of Arts in Rura
Development is carried out under my guidance and supervision. No part of this thesis has

been submitted for any degree and | recommended this for final evaluation.

Prof. Dr. Pradeep Kumar Khadka
(Supervisor)
Central Department of Rural Devel opment
Tribhuvan University



APPROVAL LETTER

This is to certify that the thesis submitted by Miss Anamika Malla
entitled " Problems and Prospects of Ecotourism in Nepal (A Case Study of
Bandipur, Tanahun)" has been examined. It has been declared successful for
the fulfillment of the academic requirements toward the completion of Masters
of Artsin Rural Development.

Thesis Committee

Prof. Dr. Pradeep Kumar Khadka
Head of the Department

Prof. Dr Shushil Raj Pandey
External Examiner

Prof. Dr. Pradeep Kumar Khadka
Supervisor



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This study entitled " Problems and Prospects of Ecotourism in Nepal (A
Case Study of Bandipur, Tanahun)" is carried out for the partia fulfillment of
Master degree in Rural Development from the Centra Department of Rurdl

Development, Tribhhuvan University.

First of al, I would like to express my gratitude to Bimal Paudel, lecturer of
the Central Department of Rura Development (CDRD), T.U. for his scholarly
guidance and supervision to prepare this thesis work. | am grateful to Prof. Dr.
Pradeep Kumar Khada, head of the Centra Department of Rural Development
(CDRD) for providing me an opportunity to work on this study. | am also deeply
indebted to all my respected teachers for their valuable information and suggestions.

| owe to my family members and friends who inspired and encouraged me in
the preparation of the study; among them | can't forget my friends Hem Bhatt, Juju
Malla, Kalyan Rg Shahi and Ganesh Hamal who supported intensively to complete

my work.

| would like to express my sincere thanks to the people of Bandipur VDC for
their kind co-operation to provide the valuable information required for the study and
their help in data collection. And | also express my thanks to official staff of Central
Department of Rural Devel opment.

Finally, I owe my gratefulness to everyone, who have directly or indirectly
assisted me in the making this endeavor a success.

AnamikaMalla



ABSTRACT

The thesis entitled ““Problem and Prospect of Eco-tourismin Nepal : A
Case Sudy of Bandipur Area in Tanahun” has been prepared for the
fulfillment of Master Degree in Rural Development from the Central
Department of Rural Development, T.U., Kirtipur. Its entirely based on the
field survey in which researcher has exercised to highlight the eco-tourism is
natural environment and cultural richness.

Eco-tourismis a new concept in the tourism sector and operations have
been established all over the world particularly is developing countries on the
assumption of poverty alleviation and environment conservation as well as
minimum impact in environment sector.

The general objective of the study was to identity the problem and
prospect of eco-tourism of Bandipur in Tanahun District and used the
purposive and Random sampling method is selected areas of Bandipur. The
primary data were collected using questionnaire through the field survey in the
study area and secondary data from various sour ces.

Based on the study, it is found that Bandipur located in Tanahun
district, southern corner of Gandaki zone is sleepy old Newari village. It was
the main link on the ancient trading route between India and Tibet and
according to legend was once very assets, mountain and Himalayan scene,
river, basin wildlife favourable climate and other attractions which will be of
great interest for the tourist. This place is famous for both domestic and
international tourism for its peculiar village environment. In the view of its
potential for the tourism development, local community is seen to the more
interested and aware on the development on this area jointly as tourist
destination.

The study identified that there were tremendous prospects of eco-
tourism and problems as well. Sddha cave, Rock slopes, Fauna-flora, Scenic
view, Historical movement, Local cultures mountain and Himalayan scene,
river basin, wildlife and favorable climate. Smilarly, the problems were found



mainly about the drinking water, trained manpower, health and sanitation
problem, lack of recreational facilities, lack of good qualities hotels, public
toilet, peace and security and lack of marketing etc. There were absence of
well, electricity, sanitation, marketing medical facilities, recreational centre,
visitor information center and entry of which were the vital challenging
problems.

The research has been conducted on the basis of field survey applying
exploratory cum descriptive in which 60 locals, 28 hotels, 20 tourists and 20
key informants were taken as sample and also applied interview, timeline and
table astools.

The study had found animal husbandry almost cover 20-30% and
besides, agriculture, seasonal migration and trade are ultimate economy
sector. The major issues were poverty, livestock grazing, crop and livestock
depredation, high dependency on natural resource and poaching. The species
diversity in SPNP areas were forest plant 200, birds 70 and wild animals 35.
There were major trekking routes: Bandipur to Ramkot for 1:30 hour long trek,
Bandipur to Mukundeshwori for 2 hours long trek, Bandipur to Sddha cave. 1
hours long trek, Bandipr via Hilekhadka to Chhimkeshwori for 4 hours long
trek, Bandipr to Saranghat, for 2 days long trek, Bandipur to Dumre for 1 hour
long trek. The best timeto visit the area was September to October months.

Hence, the future of eco-tourism in Bandipur area is found to be very
optimistic and relies heavily on who is responsible for marketing, eco-tourism,
planning, modifying entry fee, establishing infrastructure, making aware to
locals and tourists regarding to eco-tourism in the study area (Bandipur area).
Apart this, eco-tourism provides a high level of education on ecology and
environment, which has positive impact upon the protection of environment
and culture and brings about economic benefits for the host communities and
contributes to conservation activities efforts.

Vi
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