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ABSTRACT

The present study entitled 'Use of Monolingual and Bilingual Dictionary

at Secondary Level' was carried out to compare the proficiency on

dictionary use in terms of medium of instruction and sex and to compare

the usefulness of using monolingual and bilingual dictionary in ELT and

Besides, it aims to find out the areas of difficulties of using the

monolingual dictionary at secondary level. Moreover, it also presents

some recommendations to improve the existing pedagogical situation.

Sankhuwa-sava district was selected purposively as study area for the

research. Ten schools, hundred students and thirty secondary-level

English teachers were selected using simple random sampling procedure.

For the data collection, the test items and a set of questionnaire were

prepared and administered among the selected students. And a set of

questionnaire was prepared and administered among the teachers. The

major findings of the study were that the proficiency of English-medium

school students was far better than that of Nepali-medium school

students; boys were slightly better in proficiency than the girls;

monolingual dictionary is more useful in ELT than the bilingual one. The

main difficulty of using an English monolingual dictionary was that the

students could not understand the meaning in English only.

The study is divided into four chapters along with their sub-chapters.

Chapter one includes general background, review of the related

literatures, objectives and the significance of the study. Chapter two deals

with methodology, process of data collection and limitations of the study.

The third chapter comprises analysis, interpretation and presentation of

data. Chapter four incorporates findings and recommendations. Similarly,

references and appendices are attached at the end.



xi

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page

Declaration i

Recommendation for Acceptance ii

Recommendation for Evaluation iii

Evaluation and Approval iv

Dedication v

Acknowledgements vi

Abstract viii

Table of Contents ix

List of Tables xii

Abbreviations and Symbols xiii

CHAPTER ONE : INTRODUCTION 1-23

1.1 General Background 1

1.1.1 The English Language 2

1.1.2 Language and Gender 3

1.1.3 Proficiency in Using a Dictionary 5

1.1.4 Dictionary and its Importance 7

1.1.5 How to Use a Dictionary 8

1.1.6 Development of Dictionaries 10

1.1.7 OUP and OALD in the Field of Learner's Dictionary 11

1.1.8 What is a Learner's Dictionary ? 12

1.1.8.1 Special Features of a Learner's Dictionary 12

1.1.9 Monolingual Vs Bilingual Dictionaries 14

1.1.10 Good Reasons to Use a Dictionary in Classroom 16

1.1.10.1 Good Reasons to Use an English-English

Dictionary in Class 16

1.1.10.2 Good Reasons to Use a Bilingual Dictionary in

Class 19



xii

1.1.11 Uses of Dictionary in English Language Teaching 20

1.2 Review of the Related Literature 20

1.3 Objectives of the Study 22

1.4 Significance of the Study 23

CHAPTER - TWO : METHODOLOGY 24-26

2.1 Sources of Data Collection 24

2.1.1 Primary Sources 24

2.1.2 Secondary Sources 24

2.2 Population of the Study 24

2.3 Sampling Procedure 25

2.4 Tools of Data Collection 25

2.5 Process of Data Collection 25

2.6 Limitations of the Study 26

CHAPTER - THREE : ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION 27-43

3.1 Overall Proficiency of the Students in Using Dictionaries 27

3.1.1 Proficiency of the Students in Using a Dictionary in

Terms of Medium of Instruction at their School 28

3.1.1.1 Proficiency of the Boys from English Medium

Schools and Nepali Medium Schools 29

3.1.1.2 Proficiency of the Girls from English Medium

Schools and Nepali Medium Schools 30

3.1.2 Proficiency in Using a Dictionary in Terms of Gender 30

3.1.2.1 Proficiency of English Medium School

Students 31

3.1.2.2 Proficiency of Nepali Medium School Students 32

3.2 Usefulness of English Monolingual and Bilingual Dictionaries 32

3.2.1 Teachers' Perspective on Usefulness of Dictionaries 34



xiii

3.2.2 Students' Perspective on Usefulness of Dictionaries 35

3.2.3 Relevance of Dictionary Use at Secondary Level 36

3.2.4 Use of Dictionaries by the Students 38

3.3 Areas of Difficulties in Using the Monolingual Dictionary 39

3.3.1 Teachers' View on Areas of Difficulties 40

3.3.2 Students' Views on Areas of Difficulty in Using English-

English Dictionary 42

CHAPTER - FOUR : FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 44-47

4.1 Findings 44

4.2 Recommendations 45

References

Appendices



xiv

LIST OF TABLES

Page No.

Table No. 1 Overall Proficiency of the Students in Using

Dictionaries 27

Table No. 2 Proficiency of the English Medium School Students

and Nepali Medium School Students in using a

Dictionary 28

Table No. 3 Proficiency of the Boys of English Medium Schools

and Nepali Medium Schools 29

Table No. 4 Proficiency of the Girls of English Medium Schools

and Nepali Medium Schools 30

Table No. 5 Proficiency of Boys and Girls 31

Table No. 6 Proficiency of English Medium School Students 31

Table No. 7 Proficiency of Nepali Medium School Students 32

Table No. 8 Usefulness of English Monolingual and Bilingual

Dictionaries 33

Table No. 9 Teachers' Perspective on Usefulness of Dictionaries 34

Table No. 10 Students' Perspective on Usefulness of Dictionaries 36

Table No. 11 Relevance of Dictionary Use at Secondary Level 37

Table No. 12 Use of Dictionaries by the Students 38

Table No. 13 Areas of Difficulties in Using the Monolingual

Dictionary 39

Table No. 14 Teachers' View on Areas of Difficulties 41

Table No. 15 Students' Views on Areas of Difficulty in Using

English-English Dictionary 42



xv

ABBREVIATIONS AND SYMBOLS

adj. : Adjective

adv. : Adverb

B.A. : Bachelor of Arts

B.Ed. : Bachelor of Education

CD-Rom : Compact Disk - Read only Memory

Dr. : Doctor

ELT : English Language Teaching

esp. : especially

etc. : Et cetera

FM : Full Marks

i.e. : id est. (that is)

I.Ed. : Intermediate in Education

L1 : First Language

M.Ed. : Master of Education

Mr. : Mister

Mrs. : Mistress

N : Noun

NELTA : Nepal English Language Teachers Association

P. : Page

PCL : Proficiency Certificate Level

Prof. : Professor

Resp. : Respondents

Stds. : Students

T.U. : Tribhuvan University

TL : Target Language

Vb : Vreb

Vs. : versus

% : Percent

& : and

10+2 : Higher Secondary Level


