
WASHBACK EFFECT OF SPEAKING
TEST OF GRADE EIGHT

A Thesis Submitted to the Department of English Education
In Partial Fulfillment for the Master of Education in English

Submitted by
Hem Raj Basnet

Faculty of Education
Tribhuvan University, Kirtipur

Kathmandu, Nepal
2011

W
A

SH
B

A
C

K
 EFFEC

T O
F SPEA

K
IN

G
TEST O

F G
R

A
D

E EIG
H

T
1124

H
EM

 R
A

J B
A

SN
ET

2011



WASHBACK EFFECT OF SPEAKING

TEST OF GRADE EIGHT

A Thesis Submitted to the Department of English Education

in Partial Fulfillment for the Master of Education in English

Submitted By

Hem Raj Basnet

Faculty of Education

Tribhuvan University, Kirtipur

Kathmandu, Nepal

2011

T.U. Reg. No.: 9-2-344-51-2004 Date of Approval of the

Second Year Examination Thesis Proposal: 2067-9-7

Roll No.: 280475/2066 Date of Submission: 2067-12-14



DECLARATION

I hereby declare that to the best of my knowledge this thesis is original; no part of

it was earlier submitted for the candidature of research degree to any University.

Date: 2067-12-12 ………………

Hem Raj Basnet



RECOMMENDATION FOR ACCEPTANCE

This is to certify that Mr. Hem Raj Basnet has prepared this thesis entitled

“Washback Effect of Speaking Test of Grade VIII" under my guidance and

supervision.

I recommend the thesis for acceptance.

Date:2067-12-14 ........……………………….

Ms. Madhu Neupane (Guide)

Teaching Assistant

Department of English Education

Faculty of Education

T.U., Kirtipur, Kathmandu



RECOMMENDATION FOR EVALUATION

This thesis has been recommended for evaluation from the following "Research

Guidance Committee".

Signature

Dr. Chandreshwar Mishra ..............................

Proffesor and Head Chairperson

Department of English Education

T.U., Kirtipur

Dr. Bal Mukunda Bhandari ...…………………..

Reader                                                                                         Member

Department of English Education

T.U., Kirtipur

Ms. Madhu Neupane (Guide) ………………….

Teaching Assistant Member

Department of English Education

T.U., Kirtipur

Date: 2067/12/



EVALUATION AND APPROVAL

This thesis has been evaluated and approved by the following "Thesis Evaluation

and Approval Committee".

Signature

Dr. Chandreshwar Mishra …………………..

Proffesor and Head                                                                        Chairperson

Department of English Education

T.U., Kirtipur

Dr. Jai Raj Awasthi …………………..

Professor Member

Department of English Education

Chairperson

English and Other Foreign Languages

Education Subject Committee

T.U., Kirtipur

Ms. Madhu Neupane (Guide)                                                 ...……………….

Teaching Assistant                                                                            Member

Department of English Education

T.U., Kirtipur

Date: 2067/12/



DEDICATION

Dedicated

to

My parents and especially to my wife (Debaki Thapa) who have been

the sole source of my inspiration for this creative work.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I am immensely grateful and get opportunity to express my sincere and hearty

gratitude to my thesis supervisor Ms. Madhu Neupane, Teaching Assistant,

Department of English Education, T.U., Kirtipur who guided me throughout the

study. Her suggestions, cooperation and keen interest in this study are ever

memorable. Moreover, her rigorous efforts, incessant encouragement and adorable

supervision made me present this research work in this form.

Similarly, I would also like to express my sincere gratitude to Prof. Dr.

Chandreshwar Mishra, Professor and Head of the Department of English

Education and Prof. Dr. Jai Raj Awasthi, Professor and Chairperson, English

and Other Foreign Languages Education Subject Committee for their constant

assistance and suggestions. Similarly, my sincere gratitude also goes to Prof.  Dr.

Tirth Raj Khaniya, who provided me invaluable suggestions related to my

research work.

I would also like to extend my sincere gratitude to Prof. Dr. Govindra Raj

Bhattarai, Dr. Anjana Bhattarai, Dr. Bal Mukunda Bhandari, Dr. L.B.

Maharjan, Mr. Prem Phyak and other members of the department of English

Education for their direct and indirect help at the department.

I am equally grateful to all the teachers and students for their kind help and

cooperation in the pro collection of data for the study of Chitwan district.

In the same way, I am thankful to my friends Bijay Poudel, Sabita Kharel, Hasta

Bhandari, Ramesh Ghimire, Prahlad Lamsal, Ranjan Sapkota, Pradip

Bhusal, Bhawani Kandel and all others known and unknown persons also

deserve thanks for their kind cooperation in this work. I am also thankful to Ms.

Madhavi Khanal, Librarian of Department of English Education and Mr. Ratna



Bahadur Lamjen, Book-checker of Curriculum Research Center (CRC) for their

kind help on administrative work.

Likewise, I would like to thanks Mrs. Alina Madhikarmi for computer typing

and printing the thesis on time.

2067-12-12 Hem Raj Basnet



ABSTRACT

The term 'Washback' or 'Backwash' is one of the qualities of a good test and can be

defined as the effect of examination on teaching and learning and the very effect

may be positive or beneficial and negative or harmful. The research work entitled

“Washback Effect of Speaking Test of Grade VIII" attempted to find out

washback effect of speaking test of grade VIII on teaching and learning. To

achieve the aim, the researcher collected the data by distributing the questionnaire

to the respondents. Altogether, there were 60 respondents from 10 different

schools which were selected using non-random purposive sampling. Among them,

50 were students studying in grade IX and 10 teachers currently teaching in grade

VIII of public schools of Chitwan district. With the help of analysis and

interpretation of data provided by informants, the study found that the examination

of grade VIII speaking test has positive washback effect on learning but washback

was negative on teaching.

The present study consists of four chapters. The first chapter contains general

background, review of the related literature, objectives of the study, significance

of the study, and definitions of the specific terms. The second chapter consists of

sources of data, sample population and sampling procedure, tools for data

collection, process of data collection and limitations of the study. The third chapter

is the main part of the thesis which encompasses the analysis and interpretation of

the data obtained. And, the fourth chapter summarizes the whole study by

presenting findings and suggesting some recommendations. References and

appendices are listed at the end of the thesis.
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