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ABSTRACT

This thesis entitled “Types of Questions in Tharu and English” is an attempt

to find out question types in the Tharu language, and to compare and contrast

them with those in English. I used both primary and secondary sources of data

for this study. The sample size of the study consisted of 60 native speakers of

Tharu. All the informants for this study were selected from Saptari district.

Among 60 informants, 30 were male and equal number of female informants. I

used purposive/judgemental non-random sampling procedure to select the

information. It was found that Saptariya dialect of Tharu has five types of

question. They are yes/no questions, open interrogative or wh-interrogatives,

alternatives questions, rhetorical questions and tag interrogatives. In Tharu,

yes/no question begins with ki (marker) and its pattern is ki + s + o + v + …?.

But in some cases, in Tharu, yes/no question may be without the marker ki.

Similarly in wh-question, the sentence pattern of Tharu is s + k-word + v + …?.

Likewise, the marker ki/ya is used in alternative question in Tharu. The pattern

of rhetorical question is just open interrogative/wh-question. And the question

tag in Tharu is always negative whether the statement is positive or negative.

The thesis contains four chapters. The first chapter contains general

background, contrastive analysis and its importance, review of the related

literature, objectives and significance of the study. The second chapter includes

sources of data, population of the study, sampling procedure, tools of data

collection, limitations of the study. Similarly, the third chapter deals with the

analysis and interpretation of the data. Finally, the fourth chapter deals with the

finding and recommendations. References and appendices are mentioned in the

end.
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