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Abstract

This research work analyzes failure of humanism in Charles Dickens's Oliver

Twist that set against the background of the Victorian English society, with churches and

government institutions of that time failing to deliver on needs and expectations of

working class people and poor children. To be human means to be entitled to getting

humanly love, compassion, self-respect and treatment along with fulfillment of needs and

humanly considerations, a poor orphan child like Oliver is continually subject to cruelty,

deprivation and humiliation at the hands of authorities.  This research tries to unveil the

face of the corrupt social institutions and show material quest of the Industrial Age as the

major contributing factor behind the miseries facing the lives of the working class people

and decline in human values.

In the novel, orphan boy Oliver suffers a series of abuse and misfortunes and

becomes in the underground world of London pickpockets and criminals, exposing the

hardships of life faced by the working class largely owing to faulty social institution and

values. The Poor Law provisioned that the poor could only receive government assistance

if they moved into government workhouses. But money was taking place of humanly

considerations; such workhouses became the place where the poor were systematically

subject to all kinds of inhuman practices including utmost abuse, exploitation, starvation,

humiliation and injustice. The tragic story of the orphan child shows the corrupt nature of

government officials and destructiveness of the social institutions workhouses of that

time that were supposed to ensure respectful survival of the poor and children.


