
1

Tribhuvan University

Voice of the Voiceless in Alice Walker's The Color Purple

A Thesis Submitted to the Department of English, Faculty of Humanities and Social

Sciences, Ratna Rajya Laxmi Campus, Tribhuvan University in Partial Fulfillment of the

Requirements for the Degree of Master of Arts in English

By

Deepa Niraula

July 2011



2

Tribhuvan University

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Letter of Approval

The thesis entitled “Voice of the voiceless in Alice Walker’s The Color Purple” has been

submitted to the Department of English, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Ratna

Rajya Laxmi Campus, Tribhuvan University by Deepa Niraula. It has been approved by the

undersigned members of the research committee.

Members of the Research Committee                                                _____________________

(Rudra Paudel)

___________________________                                                              Associate Professor

Supervisor

___________________________

______________________

___________________________ External Examiner

___________________________                                                          ___________________

(Rudra Paudel)

Associate Professor

Head,

Department of English

Date: _________________



3

Acknowledgements

I would like to express my gratitude to all those who gave me a chance to complete

this thesis. This study would not have come into the present shape without the support and

encouragements of my teachers, my family and my friends. First of all, I want to thank the

Department of English for giving me permission to commence this thesis, do the necessary

research work and to use the present topic for the research work. I am heartily thankful to my

supervisor, Mr. Rudra Paudel, whose encouragement, guidance and support from the initial to

the final stage enabled me to develop an understanding of the subject. Without his help and

suggestion I would not have completed this thesis at this date.

I am especially grateful to my father, Associate Professor Khagendra Niraula whose

help, stimulating suggestions and encouragement helped me in all the time of research for

and writing of this thesis. I owe my deepest gratitude to my mother Mrs. Shanti Niraula and

my brother Dipesh Niraula whose patient love enabled me to complete this work. I would

also like to thank my friends Laxmi Sapkota, Devika Thapaliya, Manik Dhungana, Nabeen

Dulal, and Navin Awal for their enormous love, help and support during this research work. I

am grateful to the Central Library of Kirtipur and American Library of Maharajgung for

providing me with the necessary research materials.

Lastly, I offer my regards to all of those who supported me in any respect during the

completion of this research.

Deepa Niraula



4

Abstract

The present dissertation entitled “Voice of the Voiceless in Alice Walker's The Color

Purple”, focuses on the collective voices of female protagonists in their struggle in search of

equality in the disparaging society where the disparity between men and women exists.

Moreover, the female Protagonist like Celia represents the unheard voices of all the

victimized females who are raped, harassed and suppressed by the males of the patriarchal

society. But with the help of the audacious females like Sofia and Shug, Celie transforms

herself to an independent woman who finally raises her voice against all kinds of patriarchal

domination. On the other hand Celie helps other suppressed women to rise above the

besmirched condition of helplessness and motivates them to be financially and mentally

strong. The collective voices raised by the females in this novel is the voice for the rebel, the

voice for the equality and the voice for the self identification, which not only liberates them

from all kind of bondages but also marks the incipient of the liberation for all the women

kind, yet to be born.
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