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ABSTRACT

The study entitled ‘The Effects of Community Forestry on the Livelihoods of Local Users’ has

been conducted in Bara district with aiming at assessing the effects of community forestry on the

local livelihoods. It was confined to the contribution of Community Forest (CF) to the users, its

effects on the factors of natural capital, status of social capital and the participation of users in

different activities in the study area.

Both primary and secondary data were collected in order to complete this task. The methods used

in during data collection were focus group discussion, direct observation, and questionnaire

survey. Eighty households were selected from forest users group representing the users of

different economic classes. The secondary data were collected from the operational plans of

FUGs, office records, and published and unpublished literatures. Data were analyzed using

Statistical Package for Social Science (SPSS) and Ms Excel where frequency distribution was

mostly used. Simple tables, bar, pie were used while interpreting the result.

This study has revealed that the forest users of medium economic class have been more contribute

from the community forests as compared to that of other economic classes. The community

forestry program has improved the social capital, drowned positive effects on the factors of

natural capitals and of users and the level of participation has been found good in plantation,

conservation, meetings, assemblies and fair in skill development trainings, IGAs and NTFPs

management.

Key words: Community Forest, Community Forest Users Group, Livelihood, Participation



6

TABLE OF CONTENT

Title Page no.

CHAPTER 1 __________________________________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.

INTRODUCTION ___________________________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.
1.1 Background _______________________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.
1.2 Problem Statement and Research Questions ______ Error! Bookmark not defined.
1.3 Objectives of the Study ______________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.
1.4 Significance of the Study_____________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.

CHAPTER 2 __________________________________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.

LITERATURE REVIEW _____________________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.
2.1 Aims and Objectives of Community Forestry Programs in Nepal Error! Bookmark
not defined.
2.2 Participation and Forest Management ___________ Error! Bookmark not defined.
2.3 Poverty and the Poverty Trap _________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.

2.3.1 The Poverty Trap _______________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.
2.4 Integrated Rural Development Vs Sustainable Livelihoods Approach ______ Error!
Bookmark not defined.
2.5 Concept of Sustainable Livelihood and Livelihood Assets__ Error! Bookmark not
defined.
2.6 The Asset Pentagon (livelihood assets) __________ Error! Bookmark not defined.

2.6.1 Natural Capital_________________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.
2.6.2 Social Capital__________________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.
2.6.3 Human Capital _________________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.
2.6.4 Financial Capital _______________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.
2.6.5 Physical Capital ________________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.

CHAPTER 3 __________________________________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.

METHODOLOGY __________________________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.
3.1 Study Site and the Rationale for the Selection of Site______ Error! Bookmark not
defined.
3.2 Research Design ___________________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.
3.3 Sampling Frame____________________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.
3.4 Data Collection tools and techniques ___________ Error! Bookmark not defined.

3.4.1 Interview _____________________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.
3.4.2 Key Informant Interview (KII) ____________ Error! Bookmark not defined.
3.4.3 Focus Group Discussion (FGD) ___________ Error! Bookmark not defined.
3.4.4 Direct Observation______________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.
3.4.5 Secondary Data Collection _______________ Error! Bookmark not defined.

3.5 Data Presentation and Analysis ________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.
3.6 Inferential Statistics _________________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.
3.7 Limitations of the Study _____________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.

CHAPTER 4 __________________________________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.



7

SOCIO ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS OF THE POPULATION_ Error! Bookmark
not defined.

4.1 Study area: Glimpse of Bara District ___________________________________ 20
4.2 Socio-Economic Characteristics of Studied Population ____ Error! Bookmark not
defined.
4.2.1 Caste and Ethnic Composition of Respondents__ Error! Bookmark not defined.
4.2.2 Average Family Size of the Sampled Respondents______ Error! Bookmark not
defined.
4.2.3 Educational Status of Sampled HHs __________ Error! Bookmark not defined.
4.2.4 Economic Status of Respondents_____________ Error! Bookmark not defined.
4.2.5 Major Sources of Income of Sampled HHs_____ Error! Bookmark not defined.
4.2.6 Income Support for Month to HHs ___________ Error! Bookmark not defined.
4.2.7 Land holding Characteristics of Sampled HHs __ Error! Bookmark not defined.
4.2.8 Average Annual Farm, Non farm and off Farm Earning of Sampled HHs _ Error!
Bookmark not defined.
4.2.9 Livestock of Sampled HHs _________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.

CHAPTER 5 __________________________________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.

PARTICIPATION IN COMMUNITY FOREST MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES AND
THE STATUS OF SOCIAL CAPITAL _________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.

5.1 Causes to be member of CFUG ________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.
5.2 Participation of Users in Different Forest Management Activities Error! Bookmark
not defined.

5.2.1 Participation of users in meetings and assemblies_____ Error! Bookmark not
defined.
5.2.2 Participation of Users in Skill Development Trainings_ Error! Bookmark not
defined.
5.2.3 Participation of Users in Conservation ______ Error! Bookmark not defined.
5.2.4 Participation of Users in NTFP Management _ Error! Bookmark not defined.

5.3 Decision-making ___________________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.
5.3.1 Participation of Poor/Women/DAGs in Decision Making Process_____ Error!
Bookmark not defined.
5.3.2 Consideration of Women/Poor/DAGs Voice While Making Decision on
Forestry Activities ______________________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.
5.3.3 Opinion of Respondents on User/Beneficiaries Identification Process__ Error!
Bookmark not defined.
5.3.4 Opinion of Respondents on Contribution of All Users in CF Management

Error! Bookmark not defined.
5.3.5 Attitude on transparency in Fund Mobilization activities Error! Bookmark not
defined.

5.4 Index of Relative Ranking (IRR) Among the Different Management Activities
Error! Bookmark not defined.

5.4.1 In Participation_________________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.
5.5 Status of Social Capital ______________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.

5.5.1 Awareness ____________________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.
5.5.2 Test Inference on the Factors of Social Capital Error! Bookmark not defined.

CHAPTER 6 __________________________________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.



8

PERCEPTION OF PEOPLE TOWARDS THE FOREST PRODUCTS AND THEIR
ROLES ON LIVELIHOODS __________________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.

6.1 Use of Forest Products_______________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.
6.2 Users’ Perception on Availability of Forest ProductsError! Bookmark not defined.

6.2.1 Users’ Perception on Availability of Timber__ Error! Bookmark not defined.
6.2.2 Users’ Perception on Availability of Fodder __ Error! Bookmark not defined.
6.2.3 Users’ Perception on Availability of Fuel Wood _____ Error! Bookmark not
defined.
6.2.4 Users Perception on Availability of NTFPs __ Error! Bookmark not defined.

6.3 Status of Requirement and Supply of Forest Products _____ Error! Bookmark not
defined.
6.4 Alternative Energy Use ______________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.
6.5 Analysis of Livelihoods Capitals_______________ Error! Bookmark not defined.

6.5.1 Comparative Analysis of Requirement and Contribution of Forest Products
from the CF ___________________________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.
6.5.2 Comparative Analysis of Livestock-feeding Patterns among the Different
Economic Classes ______________________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.

6.6 Effects of CF on Rural Livelihoods_____________ Error! Bookmark not defined.
6.6.1 Reduction in Vulnerability Context_________ Error! Bookmark not defined.
6.6.2 CF Contribution on Livelihood ____________ Error! Bookmark not defined.
6.6.3 Contribution to Build up Natural Capital ____ Error! Bookmark not defined.
6.6.4 Social Capital Formation _________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.
6.6.5 Participation of Users in CF Management____ Error! Bookmark not defined.

CHAPTER 7 __________________________________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.

CONCLUSION _____________________________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.
7.1 Conclusion ________________________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.

7.1.1 Level of participation on community forestry activities Error! Bookmark not
defined.
7.1.2 Contribution of community forestry in rural livelihoods Error! Bookmark not
defined.

REFERENCES _____________________________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.

Annex: 1 Questionnaire Format for Household Survey ____ Error! Bookmark not defined.

Annex 1-Checklist for observation______________________ Error! Bookmark not defined.

Annex-2 Checklist for focus-group discussion and committee meetingError! Bookmark not
defined.



9

LIST OF TABLES
Title Page no.

Table 1: Initial Causes to be Users ................................................Error! Bookmark not defined.

Table 2: Opinion of respondents towards involvement of poor/women/DAGs in ................ Error!
Bookmark not defined.

Table 3: Opinion of women/poor/DAG regarding consideration of voice while decision making
...............................................................................................Error! Bookmark not defined.

Table 4: Opinion of respondents on users/beneficiaries identification ....... Error! Bookmark not
defined.

Table 5: Opinion of respondents towards contribution of all users in CF management ....... Error!
Bookmark not defined.

Table 6: Attitude on " Benefit-sharing mechanism is satisfying all users" . Error! Bookmark not
defined.

Table 7: Attitude on " Transparency in fund mobilization" ..........Error! Bookmark not defined.

Table 8: IRR in participation of users in different activities .........Error! Bookmark not defined.

Table 9: Chi-square test inference on user's participation-wealth class wise..... Error! Bookmark
not defined.

Table 10: Chi square test inference on users' participation- sex wise ......... Error! Bookmark not
defined.

Table 11: Chi-square test inference on the factors of social capital ............ Error! Bookmark not
defined.

Table 12: Chi-square test inference on the factors on natural capital.......... Error! Bookmark not
defined.



10

LIST OF FIGURES
Title Page no.

Figure 1: The poverty trap ............................................................Error! Bookmark not defined.

Figure 2: Sustainable livelihood framework..................................Error! Bookmark not defined.

Figure 3: The livelihood pentagon.................................................Error! Bookmark not defined.

Figure 4: Map of Study area: Pipra, Simra of Bara District ..........Error! Bookmark not defined.

Figure 5: Ethnic composition of HHs............................................Error! Bookmark not defined.

Figure 6: Family size of sampled HHs (N stands for number) ......Error! Bookmark not defined.

Figure 7: Educational status of family...........................................Error! Bookmark not defined.

Figure 8: Distribution of sampled HHs by economic class ...........Error! Bookmark not defined.

Figure 9: Major sources of income of sampled HHs .....................Error! Bookmark not defined.

Figure 10: Income support for Month to HHs ...............................Error! Bookmark not defined.

Figure 11: Average annual earning of sampled HHs from different activities... Error! Bookmark
not defined.

Figure 12: Livestock holding percentage of the sampled HHs......Error! Bookmark not defined.

Figure 13: Inspiring factor to make user of CF .............................Error! Bookmark not defined.

Figure 14: Participation of users in meetings and assemblies .......Error! Bookmark not defined.

Figure 15: Participation of users in skill development trainings ...Error! Bookmark not defined.

Figure 16: Respondent's involvement in skill-based opportunity by well being ranking ..... Error!
Bookmark not defined.

Figure 17: Participation of users in conservation activities...........Error! Bookmark not defined.

Figure 18: Participation of users in NTFP management ...............Error! Bookmark not defined.

Figure 19: Users' know-how about rules .......................................Error! Bookmark not defined.

Figure 20: Users perception about the role of CF on development of social capital............. Error!
Bookmark not defined.



11

Figure 21: Status of coordination and relation among the institutions ........ Error! Bookmark not
defined.

Figure 22: Relation between FUGC & DFO .................................Error! Bookmark not defined.

Figure 23: Relation between Users................................................Error! Bookmark not defined.

Figure 24: Use of different forest products....................................Error! Bookmark not defined.

Figure 25: Users' perception on availability of timber ..................Error! Bookmark not defined.

Figure 26: Users' perception on availability of fodder ..................Error! Bookmark not defined.

Figure 27: Users' perception on availability of fuel wood.............Error! Bookmark not defined.

Figure 28: Users attitude on availability of NTFPs .......................Error! Bookmark not defined.

Figure 29: Status of requirement and fulfillment of forest products ........... Error! Bookmark not
defined.

Figure 30: Use of energy by sampled HHs....................................Error! Bookmark not defined.

Figure 31: Comparative analysis of the requirement and contribution of forest products .... Error!
Bookmark not defined.

Figure 32: Access of poor and better off .......................................Error! Bookmark not defined.

Figure 33: Comparative analysis of feeding pattern of Livestock.Error! Bookmark not defined.



12

ACRONYMS

BS Bikram Sambat

CFUC Community Forest User Committee

CFUG Community Forest User Groups

DFID Department for International Development

FECOFUN Federation of Community Forestry Users, Nepal

FUG Forest User Groups

ha Hector

HH Household

HMG His Majesty Government

ICRAF An International Center for research for Agro forestry

IGA Income Generating Activities

IRD Integrated Rural Development

IRR Index of Relative Ranking

MPFSP Master Plan for Forestry Sector

NPC National Planning Commission

NTFP Non Timber Forest Product

OFMP Operational Forest Management Plan

PRA Participatory Rural Appraisal

SPSS Statistical Package for Social Science Research

VDC Village Development Committee


