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GLOSARRY

Seismic Waves: Vibrations that travel outward from the earthquake fault at speeds of

several miles per second. Although fault slippage directly under a structure can cause

considerable damage, the vibrations of seismic waves cause most of the destruction

during earthquakes.

Intensity: The intensity is a number (written as a Roman numeral) describing the

severity of an earthquake in terms of its effects on the earth's surface and on humans and

their structures. There is much intensity for an earthquake, depending on where we are,

unlike the magnitude, which is one number for each earthquake.

Magnitude: The amount of energy released during an earthquake a magnitude of 7.0 on

the Richter scale indicates an extremely strong earthquake. Scientists assign a magnitude

rating to earthquakes based on the strength and duration of their seismic waves. A quake

measuring 3 to 5 would be considered minor or light; 5 to 7 is moderate; 7 to 8 is major,

and 8 or more is great. Each whole number on the scale represents an increase of about

30 times more energy released than the previous whole number represents. Therefore, an

earthquake measuring 6.0 is about 30 times more powerful than one measuring 5.0.

Vulnerability: Vulnerability is a set of conditions and process resulting from physical,

social, economic and environmental factors which increase the susceptibility of a

community to the impact of hazards, (UNDP, 2004). Positive factors that increase the

ability of people and the society they live in to cope effectively with hazards that increase

their resilience or reduce their susceptibility are considered as capacities.

Risk: Risk is the probability of harmful consequences or expected loss. Another

definition of risk is the potential or likelihood of an emergency to occur. Risk results

from the interaction between natural/ human induced conditions.

This can be calculated by the equation.

Risk= probability of hazard* vulnerability /capacity

Fault

The fracture across which displacement has occurred during an earthquake. The slippage

may range from less than an inch to more than 10 yards in a severe earthquake.




