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ABSTRACT

The very research study entitled The Effectiveness of Critical Thinking in EFL

Classrooms is an attempt to find out the effectiveness of critical thinking

methodologies in the classrooms where English is taught as foreign language as

practiced in Nepal as well as in the context of Surkhet. The researcher has

primarily emphasized to learn these critical thinking skills in reading skill but as

there is no any boundary between listening –speaking and reading – writing.

The research was carried among the forty two students of class seven in Hermann

Gmeiner Higher Secondary School, Kalagaon Surkhet. Among them there were

twenty two boys and twenty girls of different ethnic groups and status. The study

basically studies and analyzes the primary data collected from the Pre-test and

Post-test results. It is an experimental research where the researcher has taken

twenty eight classes each to Experimental Group (A) and Control Group (B). He

used critical thinking methodologies to Group ‘A’ whereas he practiced other

methods to Group ‘B’.

The study is divided into four main chapters and other sub-topics. The first chapter

is about the general introduction to critical thinking and how to enter into such

thinking in English language. It further describes about the brief history from

America to Nepal.The second chapter deals with the methodology adopted for the

study. It includes sources of data, population of the study, sampling procedures,

tools for data collection, process of data collection, limitation of the study and

definition of the terms. The data collection tools are pre-test, sample test and post-

test results. The third chapter is related to the analysis and interpretation of the

tabulated data on the basis of the presented data.The fourth chapter consists of
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findings and recommendations on the basis of the analysis and interpretation given

in chapter three.The study found that the experimental group (Group- A) better

than control group (Group- B) for developing their lower level of thinking and

higher level of thinking skills after comparing the result of Pre-test and Post test

results. They were instituted skilled in debate, discussion, analyze, summarize and

evaluate the ideas and objects. It was seen in case of comparing boys and girls in

both groups. Teaching with critical thinking skills was resulted that they are not

only child friendly and democratic but also mind friendly.

IX



CONTENTS

Contents Page no.

DECLARATION I

RECOMMENDATION FOR ACCEPTANCE II

RECOMMENDATION FOR EVALUATION III

EVALUATION AND APPROVAL IV

DEDICATION V

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS VI

ABSTRACT VIII

TABLE OF CONTENTS X

LIST OF TABLES XII

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS AND SYMBOLS XV

CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION 2-22

1.1 General Background 2

1.1.1  What is Thinking? 3

1.1.2  Level of Thinking? 4

1.1.3  What is Critical? 5

1.1.4  What is Critical Thinking? 7

1.1.5 Critical Thinking Skills 9

1.1.6 Distinction between Critical Thinking and Creative Thinking 10

1.1.7  Overlapping between Critical Thinking and Creative Thinking 12

1.2  Review of Related Literature 14

1.3 Objectives of the Study 23

1.4 Significance of the Study 23

X



CHAPTER TWO: METHODOLOGY 24-27

2.1 Sources of Data 24

2.1.1 Primary Sources 24

2.1.2 Secondary Sources 24

2.2 Sample Population of the Study 24

2.3 Sampling Procedure 25

2.4 Tools for Data Collection 25

2.5 Process of Data Collection 26

2.6 Limitations of the Study 27

CHAPTER THREE: ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION 28-45

3.1  Group Wise Comparison of Total Performance in General 29

3.2   Level Wise Comparison of Both the Groups 30

3.2.1  Group Wise Comparison of Knowledge Level 30

3.2.2  Group Wise Comparison of Comprehension Level 31

3.2.3  Group Wise Comparison of Application Level 32

3.2.4  Group Wise Comparison of Analysis, Synthesis

and Evaluation Level 33

3.3  Gender Wise Comparison of Performance of Both Groups 33

3.3.1  Group Wise Comparison of Performance of the Boys 34

3.3.2  Group Wise Comparison of Performance of the Girls 34

3.4  Group Wise Comparison of Performance of

the Boys in Different Levels as a Whole 35

3.4.1  Group Wise Performance of Boys in Knowledge Level 35

3.4.2  Group Wise Comparison of Boys in Comprehension Level 36

3.4.3  Group Wise Comparison of Boys in Application Level 37

XI



3.4.4  Group Wise Comparison of Boys in Analysis, Synthesis

and Evaluation Level 38

3.5  Group Wise Comparison of Performance of

the Girls in Different Levels as a Whole 38

3.5.1  Group Wise Performance of Girls in Knowledge Level 39

3.5.2  Group Wise Comparison of Girls in Comprehension Level 3

3.5.3  Group Wise Comparison of Girls in Application Level 40

3.5.4  Group Wise Comparison of Girls in Analysis, Synthesis

and Evaluation Level 41

3.6  Level Wise Performance of Both Groups in General 42

3.6.1  Level Wise Performance of Boys in Both Groups 44

3.6.2  Level Wise Performance of Girls in Both Groups 45

CHAPTER FOUR: FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 45

4.1  Findings 45

4.2  Recommendations 46

REFERENCES

APPENDICES

XII



LIST OF TABLES

Page no.

Table No. 1: Group Wise Comparison of Total Performance in General 29

Table No. 2: Performance in Knowledge Level 30

Table No. 3: Performance in Comprehension Level 31

Table No. 4: Performance in Application Level 32

Table No. 5: Performance in Analysis, Synthesis and Evaluation Level 33

Table No. 6: Group Wise Performance of the Boys 34

Table No. 7: Group Wise Performance of the Girls 35

Table No. 8: Performance of the Boys in Knowledge Level 36

Table No. 9: Performance of the Boys in Comprehension Level 36

Table No. 10: Performance of the Boys in Application Level 37

Table No. 11: Performance of the Boys in Analysis, Synthesis and

Evaluation Level 38

Table No. 12: Performance of the Girls in Knowledge Level 39

XIII



Table No. 13: Performance of the Girls in Comprehension Level 40

Table No. 14: Performance of the Girls in Application Level 41

Table No. 15: Performance of the Girls in Analysis, Synthesis and

Evaluation Level 42

Table No. 16: Performance of Both Groups in Lower and Higher level 43

Table No. 17: Level Wise Performance of the Boys 44

Table No. 18: Level Wise Performance of the Girls 45

XIV



LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS AND SYMBOLS

ASD Alliance for Social dialogue

Avg. Average

CT Critical Thinking

Diff. Difference

E.g. for example

etc. Et cetera

et al. And other

EFL English as a Foreign Language

ESP Education Support Programme

F.M. Full marks

i.e That is

M. Ed Master of Education

Mr. Mister

NCED National Centre for Educational Development

No. Number

OSI Open Society Institute

P. Page

Per. Percentage

Prof. Professor

Pvt. Ltd. Private Limited

Sb Somebody

Sc. Score

SOS Save Our Soul

Sth Something

S.N. Serial Number

T.U. Tribhuvan University

XV


