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Abstract

Community forestry concept is an innovative and future oriented approach towards

participatory forest management by the local people. Community forestry in Nepal

provides some key outcomes in the aspects of livelihoods and democracy and

identifies two key lessons in relation to forest resource management, social inclusion

and contribution to democratization process in Nepal.

Rural people as having complex livelihoods  depend on diverse resources, not as

farmers who depend on a single resource. Community management is an effective way

to transfer state property rights to rural people. People dependent on forest resources

often live in extreme poverty. The majority of the world’s poorest people live in rural

areas. People who depend on forests for their livelihoods are often geographically

isolated, socially and culturally marginalised. The World Bank estimates that 80 percent

of people living in absolute poverty depend on forest resources. This means that forest

management is central to poverty alleviation.

Syalapani Community Forest has increased community participation in forest

management and community people agree with current changes towards a more

diversified understanding of rural livelihoods amongst forestry organisations and

development workers. It has promoted social equity because several groups share

control over resources, including marginalised people. If excessive rent seeking can be

avoided, collaboration with state forest authorities can improve management and

market access for villagers and improve resource use in tropical forests.



vi

Table of content

Content Page

Letter of Recommendation

ii

Approval Sheet iii

List of acronyms iv

Table of content vi

List of figures viii

List of tables

viii

List of maps viii

Acknowledgements

ix

Abstract x

Chapter 1:  Introduction 1

1.0 Background of the study 1

1.1 Community Forestry in Nepal 2

1.1.1 Community Forest management in Nepal: goals

and measures

5

1.1.2 The progress of implementation of CF 5

1.1.3 Poverty indicators in Nepal

7

1.1.3.1 Poverty 7

1.1.3.2 Poverty in Nepal 8

1.1.4 Community Forest management: Poverty reduction 12

1.2 Objectives and Research Questions 17

1.3 Statement of the Problem 18

1.4 Organisation of the Study 18

1.5 Limitation of the Study 18

Chapter 2: Literature Review 19



vii

2.1 Community Forest Management: knowledge and proceeding 19

2.2 Community Forestry for poverty Reduction 19

2.3 Literature Review on Community Forest Researches 22

2.4 Community Forest management the environmental

consequences 24

Chapter 3: Research Methodology 26

3.1 Research Technique 26

3.1.1 Observation 26

3.1.2 Unstructured & Qualitative Interviews 26

3.1.3   Data Collection Types 27

3.1.4   Data Analysis 27

3.2 Research Area and its special features 27

3.2.1 Dang District 27

3.2.2 An overview of the Syalapni Forest area 29

3.3 Ecological potential of the region 31

3.4 Socio-economic situation of the Research Area 35

Chapter 4: Data Analysis and Presentation 37

4.1 Result analysis- Syalapani Community Forest Management 37

4.1.1 Overview of Syalapani community forest

37

4.1.2 Syalapani community forest user group 37

4.2 Job and employment opportunities 38

4.3 Monthly income scenario 39

4.4 Selling scenario of forest products

39

4.5 Environmental Management 40

4.5.1 Management by the DFO 40

4.5.2 Shifting use in Syalapani 43

4.5.3 Fire management and degradation

44



viii

Chapter 5: Summary, Conclusion and Recommendation 45

5.1 Summary 45

5.2 Conclusion 46

5.3 Recommendations 46

Bibliography

48

Discussion and Interviews

49

Annex: Qualitative Questionnaire

50



ix

List of Figures: Page
Figure 1.1: Services Provided to Community Forestry

User Groups (CFUGs) in Nepal 4

Figure 4.1: Structure of DFO 40

Figure 4.2: Growth and regeneration control 41

Figure 4.3: Shifting use and plan 42

List of Tables:

Table 4.1: Area and population covered by Syalapani Forest 36

Table 4.2: Characteristics of the VDC 37

List of Maps:

Map 1.1: Distribution of poverty in Nepal 9

Map 3.1: District map of Dang 28

Map 3.2: Overview of Laxmipur VDC, Dang 29

Map 3.3: Thematic map Syalapani VDC, Dang 31

List of Photos:

Photo 2: Tharu houses with corn field 30

Photo 3: Land Degradation 34

Photo : A scenary view of Syalapni Forest Area 36

Photo 4: Tharu child carrying Sal leafs 39

Photo 5: Degraded soil surface after fire perturbation 44



x

List of Acronyms

ADB Asian Development Bank

ADB/N Agricultural Development Bank of Nepal

CBS Central Bureau of Statistics

CF Community Forestry

CFUGs Community Forest User Groups

DDC District Development Committee

DFID                        Department for international Development

DFO District Forest Office

EPMS Electronic Progress Monitoring System

FC Forest Community

GDP Gross Domestic Product

HHs                         Households

IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development

IGP                          Income Generating Programme

INGO International Non Governmental Organization

JFM Joint Forest Management

Kg Kilogram

LFP                          Livelihood Forestry Programme

LGP                         Local Governance Program

LHFP                       Leasehold Forestry Programme

LSI Livelihood and Social Inclusion

MOF                        Ministry of Forest

NGO Non Governmental Organization

NRCS Nepal Red Cross Society



xi

NRs Nepali Rupees

NTFPs Non Timber Forest Products

PAF Poverty Alleviation Fund

PDDP Participatory District Development Programme

UG User Group

UNDF United Nations Development Fund

VDC Village Development Committee

WB World Bank

WHO World Health Organization

$ United States Dollar


