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ABSTRACT

The research entitled “Attitudes of Minority Groups Towards English Language

Learning and Teaching” aims to find out the attitudes of minority groups towards

learning and teaching the English language. The researcher selected six minority groups

of Nawalparasi district purposively using the voters’ list of Triveni V.D.C. The total

sample size was 120; each group consisting of 20 informants including literate and

illiterate who were also selected purposively in the field. Thus, out of 120 informants, 60

informants were literate and 60 were illiterate. A high level of disagreement (72%) was

found in the category ‘learning difficulties’. The informants opined that English can be

learnt as the Nepali language if people are labourious and favourable environment is

provided in the right time. Similarly, 100% positive was found towards the category of

‘school facilities’. They expressed that students need lots of facilities in school premises

for better learning. Likewise, 100% positive response was drawn from the Sarki Dalits

towards the category ‘reasons of learning the English’. They said that they learnt/teach

English for making their future bright. In the similar vein, 92% Dalits said that there was

no negative impact of learning English in the society towards the English learning.

Likewise, 97.5% and 96.3% respondents opined that there is no negative impact of the

English cultures and religions in learning the English language. Similarly, 100% was

drawn towards the categories of ‘students’ need’ and ‘economic impact’. They opined

that students need lots of materials and facilities but they are deprived of getting and

buying different facilities and materials for better learning of the English language due to

their low economic status. Finally, the majority of the respondents (72%) were positive

towards the category of ‘language endangerment’. They opined that though there is the

great role the English language in the present situation, indigenous languages are in the

verge of extinction due to wider use of the English language. Thus, the findings of the

study show the positive attitudes towards the English language learning and teaching but

poverty and illiteracy stand as major barriers for their further activities.



This thesis consists of four chapters, chapter one incorporates general background,

review of the related literature, objectives of the study, and significance of the study.

Chapter two consists of methodology applied to carry out the research work. It deals with

sources of data, sampling procedure, tools for data collection, procedures of data

collection, and limitations of the study. Chapter three presents the analysis and

interpretation of attitudes of Dalits. The data were analyzed and interpreted both

holistically and categorically. Chapter four discusses the findings of the study in different

categories which follows recommendations and pedagogical implications.
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