ATTITUDESOF MINORITY GROUPSTOWARDS
ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNING AND TEACHING

A Thesis Submitted to the Department of English Education
in the Partial Fulfilment for the Master’s Degree in Education

Submitted by

Padama Kumari Pandey

Faculty of Education
Tribhuvan University, Kirtipur
Kathmandu, Nepal
2008



ATTITUDESOF MINORITY GROUPSTOWARDS
ENGLISH LANGUAGELEARNING AND TEACHING

A Thesis Submitted to the Department of English Education
in the Partial Fulfilment for the Master’s Degree in Education

(Specialization in English Education)

By
Padama Kumari Pandey
Faculty of Education
Tribhuvan University, Kirtipur
Kathmandu, Nepal
2008

TU Reg. No: 9- 1-50- 357-99 Date of Approval of the
Second Year Examination Thesis Proposal: 2065 - 03 — 03
Roll No: 280396/2064 Date of Submission: 2065 -05 - 25



RECOMMENDATION FOR ACCEPTANCE

Thisisto certify that Ms Padama Kumari Pandey has prepared this thesis entitled
Attitudes of Minority Groups Towar ds English Language L earning and Teaching
under my guidance and supervision.

| recommend the thesis for acceptance.

Date: 065-05-25 e
Mr Prem Bahadur Phyak (Guide)
Lecturer
Department of English Education
Faculty of Education

TU, Kirtipur, Kathmandu



RECOMMENDATION FOR EVALUATION

This thesis has been recommended for evaluation from the following Research Guidance

Committee:

Dr Chandreshwar Mishra
Reader and Head

Department of English Education
TU, Kirtipur

Dr Anjana Bhattarai

Reader

Department of English Education
TU, Kirtipur

Mr Prem Bahadur Phyak (Guide)
Lecturer

Department of English Education
TU, Kirtipur

Date: 065-05-28

Chairperson



EVALUATION NND APPROVAL

This thesis has been evaluated and approved by the following thesis Evaluation and

Approva Committee.

Dr Chandreshwar Mishra
Reader and Head

Department of English Education
TU, Kirtipur

Dr Jai Raj Awasthi

Professor

Department of English Education
Chairperson

English and Other Languages Education
Subject Committee

TU, Kirtipur

Mr Prem Bahadur Phyak (Guide)
Lecturer

Department of English Education
TU, Kirtipur

Date: 065-06-07

Signature

Chairperson



DEDICATION

Dedicated

tomy sisterin - law



DECLARATION

| hereby declare to the best of my knowledge that thisthesisis original; no part of it was

earlier submitted for the candidature of research degree to any university.

Date: 065-05-20 Padama Kumari Pandey



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Firstly, | am extremely grateful to my guide and respected Guru Mr Prem Bahadur
Phyak, Lecturer at the Department of English Education, University Campus, TU,
Kirtipur, for hisinvaluable inputs, constructive suggestions, useful comments and
continuous feedback from the very beginning of the preparation of thisthesis. It is sure
that without his inputs and feedback, it would not be possible to bring this thesisin this
final form. I am heavily indebted to him for providing me with his whole hearted co-
operation, extremely useful suggestions, comprehensive guidance and meticulous

supervisions throughout this research work.

| equally owe my sincere gratitude to my Guru Dr Chandreshwar Mishra, Head of the
Department of English Education, University Campus, TU, Kirtupur, who inspired me to
do thisresearch in thisfield. | owe adebt of gratitude to my Guruma Dr Anjana Bhattrai
for her kindly co- operation and constructive suggestions. | would like to express my
sincere gratitude to my Guru Prof. Dr Jai Rgj Awasthi, the Department of English
Education, Chairperson of English and Other Foreign Languages Education Subject
Committee, TU, Kirtipur, for his continuous inspiration and constructive suggestions to

complete the research.

At this moment, | would like to express my sincere gratitude to my Guru and Gurumas,
Prof. Dr Shanti Basnyat, Prof. Dr Govinda Rag) Bhattrai, Prof. Dr Tirth Rgj Khaniya, Dr Bal
Mukunda Bhandari, Dr Anju Giri, Readers; Mr Vishnu P. S. Rai, Mr Laxmi Bahadur
Maharjan, Mrs Tapasi Bhattrachraya, Lecturers, Mrs Madhu Naupane, Mrs Saraswéti
Dawadi, Mr Bal Krishna Sharma, Mr Durga Pokhrel, Mr Bhesh Rgj Pokhrel and Mrs Hima
Rawal. | am highly grateful to our library Assistant Madhavi Khanal and Asst.
Administrator Purushttam Khanal who helped me by providing books in time and giving

creative suggestions to complete this thesis.



My specia thanks go to my all the respondents who provided valuable data and all my
respected family members who helped me to bring in this form.

Likewise, | would like to thank to my friends Prakash Pokhrel, Begam K. C., Dharmgjit
Oli, Narayan Adhikari, Goma Pandey, Manju Khanal for their willingness and timely co-
operation and my specia thanks also goes to my brother Nabin Pandey for providing
sufficient technical support.

I would like to thank my friend Tara Shresthafor her timely proof reading. Last but not the
least; | cannot remain without thanking Mr Pujan Mahrjan for his paper setting.



ABSTRACT

The research entitled “Attitudes of Minority Groups Towards English Language
Learning and Teaching” aimsto find out the attitudes of minority groups towards
learning and teaching the English language. The researcher selected six minority groups
of Nawalparasi district purposively using the voters’ list of Triveni V.D.C. The total
sample size was 120; each group consisting of 20 informants including literate and
illiterate who were al so selected purposively in the field. Thus, out of 120 informants, 60
informants were literate and 60 wereilliterate. A high level of disagreement (72%) was
found in the category ‘learning difficulties’. The informants opined that English can be
learnt as the Nepali language if people are labourious and favourable environment is
provided in the right time. Similarly, 100% positive was found towards the category of
‘school facilities’. They expressed that students need lots of facilitiesin school premises
for better learning. Likewise, 100% positive response was drawn from the Sarki Dalits
towards the category ‘reasons of learning the English’. They said that they learnt/teach
English for making their future bright. In the similar vein, 92% Dalits said that there was
no negative impact of learning English in the society towards the English learning.
Likewise, 97.5% and 96.3% respondents opined that there is no negative impact of the
English cultures and religions in learning the English language. Similarly, 100% was
drawn towards the categories of ‘students’ need’ and ‘economic impact’. They opined
that students need lots of materials and facilities but they are deprived of getting and
buying different facilities and materials for better learning of the English language due to
their low economic status. Finally, the mgority of the respondents (72%) were positive
towards the category of ‘language endangerment’. They opined that though there is the
great role the English language in the present situation, indigenous languages are in the
verge of extinction due to wider use of the English language. Thus, the findings of the
study show the positive attitudes towards the English language learning and teaching but
poverty and illiteracy stand as magjor barriers for their further activities.



Thisthesis consists of four chapters, chapter one incorporates general background,
review of the related literature, objectives of the study, and significance of the study.
Chapter two consists of methodology applied to carry out the research work. It deals with
sources of data, sampling procedure, tools for data collection, procedures of data
collection, and limitations of the study. Chapter three presents the analysis and
interpretation of attitudes of Dalits. The data were analyzed and interpreted both
holistically and categorically. Chapter four discusses the findings of the study in different
categories which follows recommendations and pedagogical implications.
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