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ABSTRACT

This present study entitled 'Language Used in Sports News: A Descriptive Study' has

made an attempt to find out the kind of language used in sports news in terms of sentence

types, tense, voice, aspect and special vocabularies. This study has revealed that simple

sentence, past tense, active voice and simple aspect were used highly in sports news of all

three newspapers (i.e. The Kathmandu Post, The Himalayan Times and The Rising

Nepal) published from Nepal. So far as special vocabulary is concerned, seventy nine

special vocabularies used in sports news were found to have been used. Nouns among

major words were found to have been used more frequently than others. Only three

adjectives and fourteen verbs were found. Rests were all nouns. But no adverb was

found.

This thesis is divided into four main chapters and other sub-chapters. The first chapter

deals with general background of the study, linguistics, varieties of linguistic codes,

registers, mass media, news, sports and the language  of sports news, literature review,

objectives, significance of the study and definition of terms of the study. The second

chapter deals with the methodology adopted for carrying out the study. It includes

sources of data, sampling procedures, tools for data collection, process of data collection

and some limitations of the study. Similarly, the third chapter presents analysis and

interpretation of the data collected for the study using simple statistical tools like

percentage and frequency. The fourth chapter presents the findings and some

recommendations based on the analysis and interpretation of the data. At the end,

references and appendices along with some sample news stories of sport news are

presented.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page No.

Declaration i
Recommendation for Acceptance ii
Recommendation for Evaluation iii
Evaluation and Approval iv
Dedication v
Acknowledgements vi
Abstract viii
Table of Contents ix
List of Tables xii
List of Abbreviations xiii

CHAPTER-ONE: INTRODUCTION

1.1 General Background 1
1.1.1 Linguistics 3

1.1.1.1 Varieties of Linguistic Codes 4
1.1.1.2 Registers 5
1.1.1.3 Mass Media 6
1.1.1.4 News 7
1.1.1.5 Sports and the Language of Sports News 11

1.2 Literature Review 12
1.3 Objectives of the Study 13
1.4 Significance of the Study 14
1.5 Definition of the Terms 14

CHAPTER – TWO: METHODOLOGY
2.1 Sources of Data 16

2.1.1 Secondary Sources of Data 16
2.2 Sampling Procedure 16
2.3 Tools for Data Collection 17
2.4 Process of Data Collection 17
2.5 Limitations of the Study 17



CHAPTER–THREE: ANALYSIS AND

INTERPRETATION

3.1 Sentence Types Used in Sports News 19

3.1.1 Sentence Types Used in the Sports News of TKP,THT and TRN 19

3.1.2 Analysis of Sentence Types Used in the Sports News of TKP 20

3.1.3 Analysis of Sentence Types in the Sports News of THT 22

3.1.4 Analysis of Sentence Types Used in the Sports News of TRN 23

3.2 Tense in Sports News 25

3.2.1 Tense Used in Sports News of TKP, THT, TRN 25

3.2.2 Analysis of Tense Used in the Sports News of TKP 27

3.2.3 Analysis of Tense Used in the Sports News of THT 28

3.2.4 Analysis of Tense Used in the Sports News of TRN 29

3.3 Voice in Sports News 30

3.3.1 Voice Used in the Sports News in TKP, THT and TRN 31

3.3.2 Analysis of Voice Used in the Sports News of TKP 32

3.3.3 Analysis of Voice Used in the Sports News of THT 33

3.3.4 Analysis of Voice Used in the Sports News of TRN 35

3.4 Aspects in Sports News 36

3.4.1 Aspect Used in the Sports News in TKP, THT and TRN 36

3.4.2 Analysis of Aspects Used in the Sports News of TKP 40

3.4.3 Analysis of Aspects Used in the Sports News of THT 41

3.4.4 Analysis of Aspects Used in the Sports News of TRN 43

3.5 Special Vocabularies in Sports News 45

3.5.1 Special Vocabularies Used in the Sports

News of TKP, THT and TRN 45

3.5.2 Analysis of Special Vocabularies Used in the Sports News of TKP 47

3.5.3 Analysis of Special Vocabularies Used in the Sports News of THT 48

3.5.4 Analysis of Special Vocabularies Used in the Sports News of TRN 49



CHAPTER-FOUR: FINDINGS AND

RECOMMENDATIONS

4.1 Findings 51

4.2 Recommendations and Pedagogical Implications 53

4.2.1 To the Teachers and Students 53

4.2.2 To the Curriculum Designers 54

REFERENCES

APPENDICES



LIST OF TABLES

Page No.

Table No. 1 Sentence Types in the Sports News of TKP, THT and
TRN

20

Table No. 2 Sentence Types in the Sports News of TKP 21

Table No. 3 Sentence Types in the Sports News of THT 22

Table No. 4 Sentence Types in the Sports News of TRN 23

Table No. 5 Tense in the Sports News of TKP, THT and TRN 25

Table No. 6 Tense in the Sports News of TKP 27

Table No. 7 Tense in the Sports News of THT 28

Table No. 8 Tense in the Sports News of TRN 29

Table No. 9 Voice in the Sports News of TKP, THT and TRN 31

Table No. 10 Voice in the Sports News of TKP 32

Table No. 11 Voice in the Sports News of THT 34

Table No. 12 Voice in the Sports News of TRN 35

Table No. 13 Aspects in the Sports News of TKP, THT and TRN 37

Table No. 14 Aspect in the Sports News of TKP 40

Table No. 15 Aspect in the Sports News of THT 42

Table No. 16 Aspect in the Sports News of TRN 44

Table No. 17 Summary of the Words in the Sports News of TKP,
THT and TRN

46

Table No. 18 Summary of Words in the Sports News of TKP 47

Table No. 19 Summary of Words in the Sports News of THT 48

Table No. 20 Summary of Words in the Sports News of TRN 49



ABBREVIATIONS AND SYMBOLS

% : Percentage

CS : Compound Sentence

CUP : Cambridge University Press

CxS : Complex Sentence

Dr. : Doctor

et al. : And other people or thing (from Latin 'et alii)

Etc. : Et cetera

Freq : Frequency

i.e. : That is

M.Ed. : Master of Education

P. : Page

Per : Percentage

Prof. : Professor

Pvt. Ltd. : Private Limited

SS : Simple Sentence

T : Total

T.U. : Tribhuvan University

THT : The Himalyan Times

TKP : The Kathmandu Post

TRN : The Rising Nepal

UNO : United Nations Organization

viz. : Namely

ESP : English for Specific Purposes


