
i

NOUN PHRASE STRUCTURE  IN THE ENGLISH AND

MAITHILI LANGUAGES

A Thesis Submitted to the Department of English Education

in Partial Fulfilment of the Master's Degree in Education

Submitted by

Vijay Kumar Ray

Faculty of Education

Tribhuvan University

Kirtipur, Kathmandu, Nepal

2008



ii

NOUN PHRASE STRUCTURE  IN THE ENGLISH AND

MAITHILI LANGUAGES

A Thesis Submitted to the Department of English Education

in Partial Fulfilment of the Master's Degree in Education

Submitted by

Vijay Kumar Ray

Faculty of Education

Tribhuvan University

Kirtipur, Kathmandu, Nepal

2008

T.U. Regd. No. : 9-2-229-77-2001 Date of Approval of the

Second Year Examination Thesis Proposal : 2065-03-19

Roll No. : 280536/063 Date of Submission : 2065-8-17



iii

RECOMMENDATION FOR ACCEPTANCE

This is to certify that Mr. Vijay Kumar Ray has prepared the thesis entitled

"Noun Phrase Structure in The English and Maithili Languages" under my

guidance and supervision.

I recommend the thesis for acceptance.

_________________

Date : 2065/8/17 Dr. Govinda Raj Bhattarai (Guide)

Professor

Department of English Education

Faculty of Education

T.U., Kirtipur, Kathmandu



iv

RECOMMENDATION FOR EVALUATION

This thesis has been recommended for evaluation from the following Research

Guidance Committee.

Signature

Dr. Chandreshwar Mishra ______________

Reader and Head (Chairperson)

Department of English Education

T.U. Kirtipur

Dr. Govinda Raj Bhattarai (Guide) ______________

Professor (Member)

Department of English Education

T.U., Kirtipur

………………………………. ______________

Department of English Education (Member)

T.U., Kirtipur

Date : 2065/8/17



v

EVALUATION AND APPROVAL

This thesis has been evaluated and approved by the following Thesis

Evaluation and Approval Committee.

Signature

Dr. Chandreshwar Mishra ______________

Reader and Head (Chairperson)

Department of English Education

T.U. Kirtipur

Dr. Jai Raj Awasthi ______________

Professor (Member)

Department of English Education

Chairperson

English and Other Foreign Languages Education

Subject Committee

T.U., Kirtipur

Dr. Govinda Raj Bhattarai (Guide) ______________

Professor (Member)

Department of English Education

T.U., Kirtipur

Date : 2066/01/30



vi

DEDICATION

Dedicated

to My Parents



vii

DECLARATION

I hereby declare to the best of my knowledge that this thesis is original, no part

of it was earlier submitted for the candidature of research degree to any

discipline.

Vijay Kumar Ray

Date : 2065/8/17



viii

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I would like to express my heartiest gratitude and highest regards to my thesis

guide and supervisor Dr. Govinda Raj Bhattarai, Professor at the Department of

English Education, T.U. for his continuous guidance, supervision, mutual co-

operation, invaluable suggestions and  directions while doing my research. I

feel very lucky as well as privileged to conduct my research under his

guidance.

I would like to express my special thanks to Dr. Chardreshwar Mishra, Head of

Department of English Education, T.U. for his academic inspiration.

I am grateful to Dr. Jai Raj Awasthi, Professor and Chairperson of English and

Other Foreign Languages Education Subject Committee, for his constant

inspiration in completing this thesis. My sincere gratitude goes to Dr. Tirth Raj

Khaniya, Dr. Anjana Bhattarai, Dr. Anju Giri, Mrs. Madhu Neupane, Mr.

Bhesh Raj Pokhrel for their suggestions and co-operation.

I am also grateful to Prof. Dr. Yogendra Prasad Yadava, Dr. Rajendra Bimal

and Mr. Janaki Raman Lal Karn for their support  for the reference materials in

the Maithili language.

My thanks go to my wife, Pinky Yadav who encouraged me in writing this

thesis. Finally, Mr. Krishna Gopal Maharjan of K.M. Computer deserves my

cordial thanks for his help in typing of this thesis.

Vijay Kumar Ray



ix

ABSTRACT

The present study is entitled Noun Phrase Structure in The English and

Maithili Languages. The researcher has taken noun phrase structure in English

and Maithili. Noun phrases are language universals and this study is basically

concerned with how this universal property of language is realized in English

and Maithili. The main objectives of this study are to identify the noun phrase

structure in the Maithili language and to find out the similarities and

differences between the structure of noun phrase in the Maithili and English

languages. There were 40 students from the graduate level and 40 scholars

were taken from Maithili speaking community. The campus was selected

systematically by using simple random sampling procedure. And the campus

from which sample population was taken was selected non-randomly using

judgemental sampling procedure. The main finding of this study is that the

roles and relations of the constituents in a sentence are expressed through word

order and prepositions in English but in Maithili, they are expressed by

postpositions. Pre-positions occur before the noun and postpositions occur after

the nouns and distinctions of gender making system in Maithili are determined

solely by the sex of animate noun and nouns get inflected by the addition suffix

'-ain', 'ni, 'in' and vowel modification and suppletion whereas English does

not have such system.

The present thesis is divided into four chapters. The first chapter deals with

general background, theoretical background of noun phrase in Maithili and

English, literature review, objectives of the study and significance of the study.

The second chapter deals with methodology of the study. It also accounts for

the sources of data, sampling procedure, tools and process for data and

limitations of the study. The third chapter entails analysis and interpretation of

the data. It deals with the  description and classification of the noun phrase
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available in both the English and Maithili languages. Noun phrase in both

languages has been classified in terms of their head, nominalization,

pronominal, gerundive, infinitival and adjectival. The fourth chapter deals with

the findings in terms of similarities and differences and recommendations

based on the analysis  and interpretation. It also includes recommendations

from the perspective of pedagogical significance.
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