
i

SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT IN ENGLISH AND

DHIMAL

A Thesis Submitted to the Department of English Education

in Partial Fulfilment for the Master’s Degree in Education

Submitted by

Puspa Prasad Adhikari

Faculty of Education

Tribhuvan University, Kirtipur

Kathmandu, Nepal

2009



ii

SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT IN ENGLISH AND

DHIMAL

A Thesis Submitted to the Department of English Education

in Partial Fulfilment for the Master’s Degree in Education

(Specialization in English Education)

By

Puspa Prasad Adhikari

Faculty of Education

Tribhuvan University, Kirtipur

Kathmandu, Nepal

2009

T.U. Regd. No. 30555-92 Date of Approval of the

Second Year Examination Thesis Proposal: 2066-01-07

Roll No: 280337/2063 Date of Submission: 2066-04-14



iii

DECLRATION

I hereby declare that to the best of my knowledge this thesis is original, no part

of it was earlier submitted for the candidature of research degree to any

university.

....................................

Date: 2066-04-13 Puspa Prasad Adhikari



iv

RECOMMENDATION FOR ACCEPTANCE

This is to certify that Mr. Puspa Prasad Adhikari has prepared this thesis

entitled Subject-Verb Agreement in English and Dhimal under my guidance

and supervision.

I recommend the thesis for acceptance.

Date: 2066-04-14 ............................................

Dr. Jai Raj Awasthi

Professor

Department of English Education

Faculty of Education

TU, Kirtipur, Kathmandu



v

RECOMMENDATION FOR EVALUATION

This thesis has been recommended for evaluation by the following Research

Guidance Committee.

Signature

Dr. Chandreshwar Mishra ..........................................

Reader and Head Chairperson

Department of English Education

TU, Kirtipur

Dr. Jai Raj Awasthi (Guide) ..........................................

Professor Member

Department of English Education

TU, Kirtipur

Dr. Anjana Bhattarai ..........................................

Reader Member

Department of English Education

TU, Kirtipur

Date: 2066-04-15



vi

EVALUATION AND APPROVAL

This thesis has been evaluated and approved by the following thesis Evaluation

and Approval Committee.

Dr. Chandreshwar Mishra ..........................................

Reader and Head Chairperson

Department of English Education

TU, Kirtipur

Dr. Jai Raj Awasthi (Guide) ..........................................

Professor Member

Department of English Education

Chairperson

English and other Foreign Languages

Education Subject Committee

TU, Kirtipur

Dr. Anjana Bhattarai ..........................................

Reader Member

Department of English Education

TU, Kirtipur

Date: 2066-04-16



vii

DEDICATION

DEDICATED

TO

My Gurus and Parents



viii

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

First of all, I would like to express my deep and sincere gratitude to my Guru

and thesis supervisor Dr. Jai Raj Awasthi, Professor of the Department of

English Education, TU, Chairperson of English and Other Foreign Languages

Education Subject Committee, TU for his regular supervision with patience,

inspiration and enthusiastic advice. I feel myself fortunate enough to get this

research done under his supervision.

I am grateful to Dr. Chandreshwar Mishra, Reader and the Head of the

Department of English Education, University Campus (Kirtipur) for providing

me the opportunity to conduct this study.

I am indebted to Dr. Anjana Bhattarai, Reader of the Department of English

Education, for her invaluable academic advice. Similarly, I am equally

indebted to Prof. Dr. Shanti Basnyat, Prof. Dr. Tirth Raj Khaniya, Prof.

Dr. Govinda Raj Bhattarai, Mr. Vishnu S. Rai, Mr. Laxmi Bahadur

Maharjan, Dr. Bal Mukunda Bhandari, Dr. Anju Giri and Mrs. Tapasi

Bhattacharya for their inspiring and academic suggestions.

Likewise, I am equally indebted to Mr. Prem Bahadur Phyak, Mrs

Sarsawati Dawadi, Mrs. Madhu Neupane, Mrs. Hima Rawal and Mr.

Bhesh Raj Pokhrel of the Department of English Education for their academic

help by one way or the other.

Mr. Deo Raj Bhattarai, my Secondary School English teacher is appreciated

for his contribution to build my English foundation. Mr. Narayan Niraula, my

brother, deserves my thanks for his inspiration which led me towards thesis

writing and helping me find the necessary books and references.

I am also thankful to Mrs. Madhavi Khanal, the member of Department of

English Education for her administrative support and cordial behaviours.

Unforgetfully I would like to record my gratefulness to Mr. Ram Bahadur

Dhimal and Mrs. Durga Dhimal as well as the other Dhimal people for their



ix

co-operation during data collection. Likewise, I appreciate those authors and

scholars whose works have been cited in this thesis. My friends Bhim

Sapkota, Kumar Budhathoki, Shiva and brothers Kamal, Nabin, Chom and

Laxmi are also thanked for their help in many ways. I can not forget my wife

Srijana (Jharana) for her regular persuasion to complete this thesis.

I am ever thankful to sister Tara Maharjan of Serve Computer and Photocopy

Center, Kirtipur for her excellent typing service and friendly manners.

Without the help of all the above, my job would have been difficult.

Puspa Prasad Adhikari



x

ABSTRACT

This thesis entitled “Subject-Verb Agreement in English and Dhimal” accounts

for the subject-verb agreement system in the Dhimal language to compare and

contrast with that of the English language and to suggest some pedagogical

implications on the basis of the findings derived from the study. The data were

collected from the forty native speakers of the Dhimal language. The researcher

concluded that the Dhimal verbs agree with tense, aspect, person and number.

This research study contains four chapters. The first chapter deals with the

background about the thesis. This chapter contains status of the English

language and linguistic scenario in Nepal. This chapter also includes a brief

introduction to the Dhimal language, its dialectal varieties, an introduction to

CA, some rules of the subject-verb agreement in the English language. In

addition, the related literatures, objectives of the study, significance of the

study and definitions of the related terms have also been included in the

chapter. The second chapter states the procedures adopted for collecting data,

sources of data, population of the study and the limitations of the study.

Similarly, the third chapter contains the analysis, interpretation and

presentation of the data. In this chapter, the subject-verb agreement systems of

both the languages have been compared and contrasted in terms of the

similarities and differences observed. The findings and some pedagogical

implications of the study have been listed in the last chapter.
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