
i

LANGUAGE USED IN MEDICAL JOURNALS

A Thesis Submitted to the Department of English Education

in Partial Fulfillment for the Master’s Degree in Education

Submitted By

Mohan Prasad Oli

Faculty of Education

Tribhuvan University, Kirtipur

Kathmandu, Nepal

2009



ii

LANGUAGE USED IN MEDICAL JOURNALS

A Thesis Submitted to the Department of English Education

in Partial Fulfillment for the Master’s Degree in Education

(Specialization in English Education)

By

Mohan Prasad Oli

Faculty of Education

Tribhuvan University, Kirtipur

Kathmandu, Nepal

2009

TU Reg. No: 9-1-001-182-96
Second Year Examination
Roll No.: 280294/2063

Date of Approval of the
Thesis Proposal: 2065/03/30
Date of Submission: 2066/01/20



iii

RECOMMENDATION FOR ACCEPTANCE

This is to certify that Mr. Mohan Prasad Oli has completed this thesis
entitled, Language Used in Medical Journals under my guidance and
supervision.

I recommend this thesis for acceptance.

Date: 2066/01/20 ……………………………………..

Dr. Anjana Bhattarai (Guide)

Reader

Department of English Education

Faculty of Education

T. U., Kirtipur, Kathmandu



iv

RECOMMENDATION FOR EVALUATION

This thesis has been recommended for evaluation by the following
Research Guidance Committee.

Signature

Dr. Chandreshwar Mishra

Reader and Head

Department of English Education

T. U., Kirtipur

Dr. Anjana Bhattarai (Guide)

Reader

Department of English Education

T. U., Kirtipur

Mrs. Madhu Neupane

Teaching Assistant

Department of English Education

T. U., Kirtipur

Date: 2066/01/24

…………………………..

(Chairperson)

…………………………

(Member)

……………………….

(Member)



v

EVALUATION AND APPROVAL

This thesis has been evaluated and approved by the following Thesis
Evaluation Committee:

Signature

Dr. Chandreshwar Mishra

Reader and Head

Department of English Education

T. U., Kirtipur

Dr. Jai Raj Awasthi

Professor

Department of English Education

Chairperson

English and Other Foreign Languages

Education Subject Committee

T. U., Kirtipur

Dr. Anjana Bhattarai (Guide)

Reader

Department of English Education

T. U., Kirtipur

Date: 2066/01/27

…………………………..

(Chairperson)

……………………………

(Member)

…………………………

(Member)



vi

DECLARATION

I hereby declare to the best of my knowledge that this thesis is original,
no part of it was earlier submitted for the candidature of research degree
to any university.

Date:  2066/01/19 Mohan Prasad Oli



vii

DEDICATION

This thesis is dedicated

to

my parents

who gave  birth  to me and  thought about my future.



viii

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I would like to express my sincere acknowledgement to my thesis

supervisor Dr. Anjana Bhattarai, Reader, Department of English

Education, who constantly helped me at every stage of the study by

providing me invaluable guidance, inspiration and encouragement.

I am grateful to Dr. Chandreshwar Mishra, Reader and the Head of the

Department, for providing me constructive suggestions to carry out this

study.

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to Prof. Dr. Jai Raj

Awasthi, for his invaluable academic advice. Similarly, I am very much

indebted to Prof. Dr. Govinda Raj Bhattarai, Prof. Dr. Shanti

Basnyat, Prof. Dr. Tirth Raj Khaniya, Mrs. Madhu Neupane for their

encouragement and guidance for the completion of this work. I am

equally indebted to Dr. Bal Mukunda Bhandari, Mr. Vishnu Singh

Rai, and all the respected teachers of Department of English Education

for their academic inspiration. I also wish to acknowledge my friends Mr.

Mohan Prasad. Lamichhane, Mr. Dilli Subedi, Mr. Muluk Singh

Limbu, and Mr. Aman Limbu for their invaluable co-operation.

Similarly, I am extremely obliged to my sister Ms. Durga Mainali and

brother Mr. Dev Raj Mainali for constantly helping me throughout this

study in my work. I want to thank Lamichhane Computer Service for

typing this thesis clearly.

2009 Mohan Prasad Oli



ix

ABSTRACT

This research makes an effort to analyze and describe the language used

in medical journals in terms of tense, aspects, voice and sentence types.

This research is descriptive one which is based on the secondary sources

of data. The data for the study were collected from three journals such as:

‘Journal of Nepal Medical Association’, ‘Journal of Institute of Medicine’

and ‘Kathmandu University Medical Journal’. The total samples were

thirty texts. The required data was collected using observation as the data

collection tool. The study found that past tense was more frequently used

than non-past tense. Simple aspect was maximally used; perfective aspect

was more frequently used than progressive aspect. Regarding voice,

passive voice was highly used than active voice. In case of sentence

types, complex sentences were maximally used. Compound sentences

were more frequently used than simple sentences. Regarding the use of

technical words, technical non-abbreviated words were more frequently

used than technical abbreviated words.

This thesis is divided into four chapters: Introduction; Methodology;

Analysis and Interpretation; and Findings and Recommendations. The

first chapter contains general background, review of the related literature,

objectives of the study and significance of the study. The second chapter

consists of the methodology in which the sources of data, sampling

procedure, tools for data collection, process of data collection and

limitations of the study are discussed. Similarly, the third chapter

comprises of analysis and interpretation of data obtained. Finally, the

forth chapter contains the findings, recommendations and pedagogical

implication of the thesis.
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