— NUM RAJ POUDEL

VASHBACK EFFECT OF EXAMINATION PAPERS OF ELT THEORIES AND METHODS OF B.ED. SECOND YEAR

WASHBACK EFFECT OF EXAMINATION PAPERS OF ELT THEORIES
AND METHODS OF B.ED. SECOND YEAR

A Thesis Submitted to the Department of English Language Education,
University Campus, Kirtipur in Partial Fulfillment for Master’s Degree in
Education

(Specialization in English Language Education)

By
Num Raj Poudel

Faculty of Education
Tribhuvan University
Kirtipur, Kathmandu, Nepal
2006



WASHBACK EFFECT OF EXAMINATION PAPERSOF ELT THEORIES
AND METHODSOF B.ED. SECOND YEAR

A Thesis Submitted to the Department of English L anguage Education,
University Campus, Kirtipur in Partial Fulfillment for Master's Degreein
Education
(Specialization in English L anguage Education)

By
Num Raj Poudel

Faculty of Education
Tribhuvan University
Kirtipur, Kathmandu, Nepal
2006



WASHBACK EFFECT OF EXAMINATION PAPERSOF ELT THEORIES
AND METHODSOF B.ED. SECOND YEAR

A Thesis Submitted to the Department of English L anguage Education,
University Campus, Kirtipur in Partial Fulfillment for Master's Degreein
Education

(Specialization in English Language Education)

By
Num Raj Poudel
M .Ed. (Second Year)

Faculty of Education
Tribhuvan University
Kirtipur, Kathmandu, Nepal

2006
T.U. Regd. No.: 9-1-57-189-96 Date of Approval of the Thesis:
CampusRoll No.: 148/059-060 Proposal: 2062-09-14

Exam Roll No. (2" year): 280285 Date of Submission: 2063-04-30



RECOMMENDATION FOR ACCEPTANCE

This is to certify that Mr. Num Raj Poudel has prepared this dissertation
entitled "Washback Effect of Examination Papers of ELT Theories and
Methods of B.Ed. Second Year" under my guidance and supervision.

| recommend this dissertation for acceptance.

Date: 2063/04/30

Dr. Tirth Raj Knaniya
(Guide)
Professor & Head
Department of English Language Education
Faculty of Education
University Campus, T.U.
Kirtipur, Kathmandu



RECOMMENDATION FOR EVALUATION

This dissertation has been recommended for evaluation by the following
research guidance committee:

Dr. Tirth Raj Khaniya
Professor and Head, Chairperson
Department of English Language Education

(Guide)

Mr. Vishnu Singh Rai
L ecturer Member
Department of English Language Education

Mr. Ram Ekwal Singh
L ecturer Member
Department of English Language Education

Date: 2062/09/14



EVALUATION AND APPROVAL

This dissertation has been evauated and approved by the following Thesis
Evaluation Committee:

Dr. Tirth Raj Khaniya
Professor and Head, Chairperson
Department of English Language Education

(Guide)

Dr. Shanti Basnyat
Professor, Member
Department of English Language Education

Chairperson,

English and Other Foreign Languages

Education Subject Committee

Dr. Govinda Raj Bhattarai
Professor, Member
Department of English Language Education

Assistant Dean

Faculty of Education

Date: 2063/05/12



DEDICATION

To my parents who spent their entire life
to make me what | am today.

And
To my late energetic and inspiring Guru
Khadak K.C.




ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

It is a matter of great pleasure and opportunity to express unforgettable indebtness
to Prof. Dr. Tirth Ry Khaniya, Head, Department of English Language Education, my
research guide for his adorable supervision and guidance, vital advices and uninterrupted
help and incessant encouragement during this study period. This study would not have
been completed without his support and co-operation.

| would like to extend my sincere gratitude to Prof. Dr. Shishir Kumar Sthapit, the
senior most professor at the department of English Language Education and Prof. Dr.
Shanti Basnyat, Professor and Chairperson, English and other Foreign Languages
Education Subject Committee. for their constant assistance and suggestions.

| would like to express my deepest sincere to Prof. Dr Jai Raj Awasti Professor at
the Department of English Language Education for his invaluable suggestions related to
my study. My sincere gratitude goes to Prof. Dr Govinda Raj Bhattarai, Assistant Dean,
Faculty of Education aswell as Professor, at the Department.

| would like to express sincere gratitude to Dr. Anjana Bhattarai, Dr. Bal Mukunda
Bhandari Dr. Chandreshwor Mishrafor their kind cooperation and knowledge during my
study time at the department

| am also grateful to Mr. Vishnu Singh Rai, Mr. Lekhnath Pathak, Mr. Ram Ekwal
Singh, Mr. Prem Bahadur Phyak, Ms. Madhu Neupane, Ms. Saraswoti Dawadi and Ms.
Madhva Khanal for direct and indirect help at the Department.

| am thankful to my friends Bir Bahadur Khadka, Sher Bahadur Thapa, Ramesh
Acharyaand NiraRegmi for their assistance in analyzing the data and proof reading. | am
equally thankful to my parents, elder brother Uma Shankar Poudel and younger brother
Megh Ra Poudel, and my cousin Bhoj Raj Gyawali for their inspiration, encouragement
and help while carrying out this thesis work.

Specia thanks goes to Narayan Basnet and Dipak Basnet for cheap and best
computer service in typing the thesisin time.

Finaly, | would like to express thankfullness to all the teachers and students of
Manmohan Memorial College Soharakhutte and Mahendra Ratna Campus, Tahachal who
helped alot while collecting the data.

August, 2006 Num Ragj Poudel.



ABSTRACT

Washback effect is one of the qualities of good tests. The effect of
examinations on teaching and learning is called washback effect and the very
effect may be beneficia or harmful. The negative or positive effect of the
examination depends upon how well the exam is constructed and administered in
the classroom or other test taking places.

This study has been carried out to find out the washback effect of the
examinations on teaching and learning of ELT Theories and Methods which is
taught in B.Ed. second year as a specialization course in English education since
the introduction of new curriculum. The washback effect of the examinations has
been examined in terms of teaching learning process and the extent whether the
examination questions asked in the previous examinations are according to course
objectives or not.

The questions asked in the previous examinations (from 2059 to 2062) were
collected and analyzed in relation to the course objectives of ELT Theories and
Methods. Two sets of questionnaires were also prepared for data collection.
Population of the study for questionnaires administration consisted of 40 students
of B.Ed. second year and five subject teachers teaching the course ELT Theories
and methods at different campuses of the valley. Besides, 12 classes of ELT
theories and methods were also observed to collect data from field study. The
researcher visited the campuses and teacher sand collected the data accordingly.
The entire study is divided into four different chapters:

The first chapter consists of the background of the study, review of the
related literature, objectives and significance of the study and definitions of the

specific terms,



The second chapter consists of sources of data, sample population and
sampling procedure, tools for data collection, process of data collection and
limitations of the study.

The third chapter deals with the analysis and interpretation of the data
obtained.

And the fourth chapter summarizes the whole study by presenting findings
and suggesting some recommendations.

The result is that the examinations of 'ELT Theories and Methods, on the
whole, have negative washback effect because examinations failed to require the
students to develop true pedagogical skills, mostly they encourage students to
guess the future questions, and teacher-centered teaching. The course objectives
teaching methodol ogies and examinations do not match each other in the sense that
the teacher are using lecture method while teaching practical aspects and 75%
students are not satisfied with the present system of asking questions in the
examinations because they are based on rote learning and they do not cover al the

objectives of the course.
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