
Tribhuvan University

Women as a Metaphor for Land: Reading Nadine Gordimer's The Conservationist

A thesis submitted to the Central Department of English

in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of

Master of Arts in English

By

Gita Poudel

Central Department of English

Kirtipur, Kathmandu

September, 2007



Tribhuvan University

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Letter of Approval

This thesis Women as a Metaphor for Land: Reading Nadine Gordimer's

The Conservationist to the Central Department of English, Tribhuvan University,

Submitted by Gita Poudel has been approved by the undersigned members of the

Research Committee:

Members of the Research Committee

________________________

                                      Internal Examiner

________________________

________________________

 _______________________                                              External Examiner

________________________ __________________________

                                                         Head

_______________________                                           Central Department of English

Date: ___________________



Acknowledgements

I am deeply indebted to my respected teacher and advisor Lecturer Bal

Bahadur Thapa of the Central Department of English for his scholarly suggestions and

invaluable guidance, without whose supervision my project would be out of

imagination and would never come to this form. I express my sincerest gratitude to

him.

I would like to express my reverence to Dr. Arun Gupto, for providing me

valuable scholarly suggestions. I am also indebted to Dr. Beerendra Pandey,

Lecturers, Mr. Badri Acharya, Shankar Subedi and Saroj Sharma Ghimire, who have

encouraged and helped me to prepare my thesis proposal and even to complete my

thesis.

I am thankful to my parents, brothers and friends who directly or indirectly

help me to complete this academic project.

Finally, a big hug of gratitude to my dear and loving husband, Mr. Santosh Raj

Sharma, for his love and continuous support throughout my intellectual adventure.

Whenever I needed him, I found him by my side. I am deeply indebted to him.

September, 2007

Gita Poudel



Abstract

In The Conservationist, Nadine Gordimer has revealed the commodification of

females. Furthermore, she has also uncovered the suppression of black by white

colonizers in the apartheid era. Until and unless politics of any country becomes free

of bias towards any group, progress is not possible. In the case of females’ freedom,

each and every member of society must eliminate their prejudices towards women and

shouldn’t confine them to their custom and tradition only. Society shouldn’t associate

them only with a body and sexuality. In this text, females have been treated as sexual

objects to be consumed by males and in the similar way the land by the colonizers.

The point being made in the text is not, however, only a feminist one. There is a

conspicuous parallelism between the female and the land in the society dominated by

the males and the white imperialists. The land and the woman are linked to each other

in terms of their exploitation; sexual guilt functions as a surrogate for colonial guilt.
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