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ABSTRACT

This study entitled, "A Study on the Participation of Dalits in Community

Forest Management in Dang District: A Case Study of Gairakhali Hariyali

Community Forestry User Groups in Tulsipur Municipality" was based on

primary data collected in June, 2006. The main objective of the study was to

find out the participation of Dalits in CF management. The other specific

objectives included To analyse the socio-economic characteristic of the Dalits

household population of the CFUG members, to evaluate the participation of

Dalits in CF management process, to analyse the status of Dalits in decision

making and benefit sharing process. and to identify the problems of Dalits in

active participation in CF program.

For the purpose of the study, the researcher had applied the techniques of social

science research methodology. The study was held on both exploratory and

descriptive research design. The sources of data were both primary and

secondary and the natures of data were both qualitative and quantitative. There

were 797 households of the CFUG members in the community forestry. Out of

which 124 households were from Dalits. Among total Dalit households, 40

households with 196 population were taken on a simple random basis for the

study. 40 Dalit respondents of the CFUG members and key informants were

the respondents of the study.

The Dalit households has the sex ratio 96.00 percent and overall age

dependency ratio of 141.27 percent and most of them were unmarried. The

educational status of Dalits HHs population was very low. Females were more

illiterate than males. Agriculture was the major occupation of Dalit HHs

population and Dalit CFUG members of the CF. of the total 97.50 percent of

them were having food deficiency. Only 2.50 percent HHs produced sufficient

food. Wage labour was found as a primary source of income of Dalit HHs of

CFUGs.



The effective participation of Dalits CFUG members in decisions making

process was not satisfactory because of illiteracy, low level of awareness, lack

of leadership development, poverty, untouchability and discriminatory

practices of social elites. Most of Dalits were participating irregularly,

knowingly or unknowingly and had passive or supportive role in decision

making process.

But their participation in benefit sharing process was satisfactory. Most of the

Dalits had access to forest products of daily needs, but they were unable to grab

an opportunities from CF fund. Moreover, they had no access to income

generating activities and training which is most important to up-lift their socio-

economic status.

Therefore, amendment of operational plan of the CF by broader discussion,

focusing on tilting opportunities from community forest for Dalits (like for

income generating activities, providing capacity building training etc.) and

creating an inclusive environment for intermixing between Dalits and non-

Dalits are major recommendations made by the research study.



CONTENTS

Page

Letter of Recommendation

Letter of Approval

Acknowledgements

Abstract

Contents

List of Tables

List of Figures

Abbreviation

CHAPTER-I: INTRODUCTION 1-9
1.1 Background of the Study 1

1.2 Statement of the Problem 4

1.3 Objectives of the Study 6

1.4 Rational of the Study 6

1.5 Definition of Key Concepts/Variables 7

1.6 Limitation of the Study 8

1.7 Organization of the Study 9

CHAPTER-II: LITERATURE REVIEW 10-21
2.1 Origin of Community Forestry Programme and its Definition 10

2.2 Participation 22

2.3 Women's Participation 17

2.4 Caste System of Nepal 18

2.5 Dalits in Nepal 18

2.6 Forest and Tenth Plan 18

2.7 Community Forestry and Rural Development 19

2.8 Conceptual Framework of the Study 20

CHAPTER-III: METHODOLOGY 22-25
3.1 Rational for the Selection of the Study Area 22

3.2 Research Design 23

3.3 Universe and Sampling Procedure 23

3.4 Nature and Source of Data 23



3.5 Data Collection Techniques/instruments 24

3.6 Method of Data Analysis 23

CHAPTER-IV: THE ECOLOGICAL SETTING OF THE STUDY

AREA AND THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE CFUG

HOUSEHOLDS POPULATION 26-47
4.1 Physical Setting 26

4.1.1 Dang District: At a Glance 26

4.1.2 Demography 29

4.1.3 General Introduction of the Gairakhali Hariyali Community

Forest 30

4.1.4 Biodiversity 33

4.1.5 General Introduction and Characteristic of Gairakhali

Community Forest 33

4.2 Demographic Characteristics of Sampled Dalit Households

Population and CFUG Members 35

4.2.1 Age and Sex Structure 36

4.2.2 Age Dependency Ratio 37

4.2.3 Marital Status 37

4.2.4 Religion 39

4.3 Socio-Economic Characteristics of the Sampled Dalit Household

Population and CFUG Members 40

4.3.1 Education Status 40

4.3.2 Occupation 42

4.3.3 Village Economy 44

4.3.4 Land Holding 44

4.3.5 Food Sufficiency 45

4.3.6 Source of Drinking Water of Dalit Houheholds 46

CHAPTER-V: PARTICIPATION OF DALIT IN COMMUNITY

FORESTRY MANAGEMENT 48-58
5.1 Participation of Dalits in CF Management 48

5.2 Participation of Dalits CFUG Memabers in Decision Making Process 50

5.2.1 Composition of Forest User Group Committee (FUGC) 51

5.2.2 Pattern of Dalits Participation in Committee Meetings/Assembly52



5.2.3 Role played by Dalit CFUG Member in Decision Making Process53

5.2.4 Level of Satisfaction 54

5.3 Participation of Dalits in Benefit Sharing 55

5.3.1 Perceived Benefits by Dalits from Community Forest 56

5.3.2 Benefits from Community Forest Fund 57

CHAPTER-VI: HINDRANCES OF THE DALITS

PARTICIPATION IN COMMUNITY

FORESTRY MANAGEMENT 59-61

CHAPTER-VII: SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND

RECOMMENDATION 62-67
7.1 Summary 62

7.2 Conclusion 65

7.3 Recommendation 65

BIBLIOGRAPHY

APPENDIX



LIST OF TABLES
Table 1 Distribution of Tulsipur Municipality Population on the Basis of

Caste/Ethnic Groups 29

Table 2 Participation of CFUG Members HHs on the Basis of Caste/Ethnic

Group 34

Table 3 Recent Participation of the HHs according to Caste/Ethnic Group 34

Table 4 Distribution of Dalit HHs Population by Fifteen Years Age Group

and Sex 36

Table 5 Percentage Distribution of Dalit HHs Population by Age

Dependency Ratio and Sex 37

Table 6 Marital Status of the CFUG Members Population of Sampled HHs 38

Table 7 Distribution of Respondents of CFUG Members by Marital Status

and Sex 39

Table 8 Educational Status of Dalit HHs Population of the CFUG 40

Table 9 Educational Status of Dalit Respondents of the CFUG Member on

the Basis of Sex 41

Table 10 Occupational Status of Dalit HHs Population of CFUG Membes 42

Table 11 Occupational Status of the Respondents of CFUG Members on the

Basis of Sex 43

Table 12 Land Holding Size of the Sampled Households of Dalit 45

Table 13 Food Sufficiency of Sampled Dalit Households 46

Table 14 Distance of Source of Drinking Water from Sampled Households of

Dalit of CFUG 47

Table 15 Participation in the Executive Committee on the Basis of

Caste/Ethnic Group from 2060-2063 51

Table 16 Participation of Respondents in General Assembly 52

Table 17 Dalits Participation in Decision Making Process on the Basis of Role

Played 53

Table 18 Level of Satisfaction of Dalits CFUG Members with CF Committee

and CF 54



LIST OF FIGURES

Figure 1 Major Occupation of Dalit CFUG Members 35

Figure 2 Households Status of CFUG Member According to Caste/Ethnic

Group 43



ABBREVIATION/ACRONYMS

AGDP : Agriculture Gross Domestic Production

BS : Brikram Sambat

CBO : Community Based Organization

CF : Community Forest

CFUG : Community Forest User Group

CFM : Community Forest Management

DFO : District Forest Office

FAO : Food and Agriculture Organizations

FUG : Forest User Group

FUGC : Forest User Group Committee

NGOs : Non- Governmental Organizations

HH : Households

HMG/N : His Majesty's Government

IGA : Income Generating Activities

INGOs : International Non-Governmental Organizations

NHDR : Nepal Human Development Report

NTFPs : Non-Timber Forest Products

OP : Operational Plan

PFs : Panchayat Forests

PPFs : Panchayat Protected Forests

TAL : Terai Arc Landscape

TFPs : Timber Forest Products

WB : World Bank


