Tribhuvan University

Study of Racism in Toni Morrison’s The Bluest Eye

A Thesis Submitted to the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences Department of
English, Ratna Rajya Laxmi Campus, for Partial Fulfillment of the Requirement for the

Degree of Master of Artsin English.

By

Binu Lama

Ratna Rajya L axmi Campus
Kathmandu, Nepal

April 2009



Tribhuvan University

Faculty of Humanities and Social Science

Thisthesis submitted to the Central Department of English, Ratha Rajya Laxmi Campus, by

Binu Lama, titled “Study of Racism in Toni Morrison’s The Bluest Eye” has been approved by

the undersigned members of the Research Committee.

Research Committee Members: Advisor:

External Examiner:

Head:

Department of English

Ratna Rajya Laxmi Campus,

Kathmandu.

Date:




Acknowledgement

My deep reverence goes to my respected teacher and the Head of the Department of
English Mr. Anand Sharma, who consistently inspired and encouraged me to do the present
work. His invaluable suggestion and co- operation remains indebted throughout my life. Without
his scholarly guidance and personal encouragement, this work would not have been possible.

Likewise, | would like to express heartfelt gratitude to all the members of the committee
for alowing me an opportunity to do the present research. | am also indebted to all of my
respected teachers of the Department of English who have directly or indirectly helped mein
course of the completion of thisresearch. | am equally obliged to my husband Krishna Prgjapati
who took troubles to visit different libraries and book stores for collecting relevant materials for
my work. The support and encouragement of my mother- in-law equally plays avital role.

Last but not the least, | would like to thank my friends and colleagues for their valuable

suggestions.

Kathmandu Binu Lama

April, 2009



Contents
Chapters Page No.

1. Introduction to Toni Morrison and Her Works

Toni Morrison: An Introduction 1
Black History and Black Literature 2
A Brief Discussion of Morrison’s Writings 6
Morrison as an African- American female writer 10
Review of Literature 14
Critics on Toni Morrison’s The Bluest Eye 18

2. Race and Racism

Introduction and Historical Background 23
Racism and its Consequences 25
Racism in America 29
Racial conflict in Toni Morrison’s The Bluest Eye 33
3. Racism in The Bluest Eye 42
4. Conclusion 62

Works Cited



