Tribhuvan University

(Re-)Constructing an Alternative History in Michagl Ondaatje's The English Patient

A Thesis Submitted to
The Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Tribhuvan University
in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirement for

Master's Degree of Artsin English

By

Raju Gaihre

Central Department of English
Kirtipur, Kathmandu

May 2010



Tribhuvan University
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
Recommendation Letter
This research entitled "(Re-)Constructing an Alternative History in Michael Ondaatje's The
English Patient" by Raju Gaihre is carried out under my supervision successfully from August

2009 to March 2010. | recommend it for viva-voce.

Hem La Pandey

Central Department of English



Tribhuvan University
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
The undersigned members of the Research committee have approved this thesis entitled
"(Re-)Constructing an Alternative History in Michael Ondaatje's The English Patient”

submitted to the Central Department of English, Tribhuvan University, by Raju Gaihre.

Members of the Research Commiittee:

Head
............................ Central Department of English



Acknowledgements

The credit for the preparation of this thesis goes to my respected research
supervisor Mr. Hem La Pandey for his invaluable scholarly supervision, constructive
comments and suggestions that helped me to give the shape of thesisin its present form.

Moreover | would also like to express my sincere gratitude to Prof., Dr. Krishna
Chandra Sharma, the Head of the Central Department of English for granting me
permission to conduct this research, subject of my interest. Without their suggestions
and instructions, the thesis would not have been completed. With due respect, | would
like to express my gratitude towards my family members for their continuous support
and encouragement in my academic career.

Raju Gaihre

May 2010



Abstract
This research on Michael Ondaatje's The English Patient explores the ideas of history and
memories that are distorted and re-narrated in the novel in the light of postcolonialism and
subaltern studies. The novelist overthrows the fictional image that is planted on the subaltern
characters through Kip's political and racial awakening to resist to the colonial gaze, which the
Western hegemony fixes upon the subaltern or the represented subject. (Re-)Constructing an
aternative history for the subaltern by means of adding fictional elements into historical
documents or by merging the past with the present, Ondaatje depicts a fictional world that is

chained by both the histories of European wars and the broken memories of the four characters.
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