
ROAD ACCESSIBILITY AND CHANGES IN RURAL
PEOPLE'S LIVELIHOOD

A Thesis

Submitted to Central Department of Sociology/ Anthropology,
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences for the Partial
Fulfillment for the Degree of Masters of Arts in Sociology

By
RAM BAHADUR ADHIKARI
Campus Roll No.: 2061/2
Regd No: 6-1-48-2055-98

Tribhuvan University
Kiritpur, Kathmandu, Nepal

March, 2008



RECOMMENDATION

The thesis work entitled "ROAD ACCESSIBILITY AND

CHANGES IN RURAL PEOPLE'S LIVELIHOOD" by Ram

Bahadur Adhikari is prepared under my supervision for the partial

fulfillment of the requirement for the degree of masters of arts in

Sociology.

I forward it for final evaluation to the Thesis Committee.

Dr. Padam Lal Devkota

Associate Professor

Central Depart of Sociology/ Anthropology

Tribhuvan University

Kirtipur, Kathmandu, Nepal

March, 2008



CENTRAL DEPARTMENT OF

SOCIOLOGY/ANTHROPOLOGY

TRIBHUWAN UNIVERSITY

KIRTIPUR, KATHMANDU,

NEPAL

CERTIFICATE OF ACCEPTANCE

This thesis entitled "Road Accessibility and Changes in Rural

People's Livelihood" submitted by Ram Bahadur Adhikari has been

accepted as partial fulfillment of the requirements for the Degree of Masters of

Arts in Sociology.

THESIS COMMITTEE

Supervisor
Dr. Padam Lal

Devkota

Head of Department
Dr. Om Gurung

External Examiner
Mr. Madhu Sudhan Subedi



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

First of all, I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to Dr.

Padam Lal Devkota, Associate Professor, Central Dept. of Sociology/

Anthropology T.U., for supervision and valuable guidance on this

Thesis work. Without such supervision and suggestion this research

work could not have been completed.

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to Dr. Om Gurung,

Head of the Central Department of Sociology/Anthropology T.U., for

vibrant suggestion to prepare this study. Sincere gratitude and

appreciation prolonged to Dr. Kiran Dutta Upadhaya for

encouragement to prepare this study. I would like to sincere gratitude

and appreciations are also prolonged to all my respected teachers, all

family of Central Dept. of Sociology/Anthropology T.U., librarians

and other related persons and institutions who helped me with their

kind co-operation during of this study.

I am grateful to my all family members for their continuous

strong support for my education and during this study. I would like to

express my deep recognition to all respondents who provided relevant

information for this study.

I would like to express my faithful gratitude to the Cornell

Nepal Study Program, Nepal and VDC office of Kyang, Parbat for

their grant to complete this study.

Lastly, I am also grateful to Mr. Manik Dangol, proprietor of

M.M. Communication and Cyber Zone, Kirtipur for his accurate and

high speed that helped me digitize the thesis in time.

March, 2008                                                     Ram Bahadur Adhikari

Acknowledgement



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Recommendation
Approval Letter
Acknowledgements
Table of Contents
List of Table
List of Figure
Acronyms

Page No.

[CHAPTER I: INTRODUCTION 1-11

1.1 General Background 1

1.2 Statement  of the Problem 4

1.3 Objectives of the Study 6

1.4 Significance of the Study 7

1.5 Definition of the Terms 8

1.6 Limitations of the Study 11

CHAPTER TWO: REVIEW OF LITERATURE 12-25

2.1 Theoretical Review 12

2.1.1 Structural Functionalism 12

2.1.2 Modernization Theory 15

2.1.3 Dependency Theory 16

2.1.4 Conflict Theory 18

2.2 Empirical Review 20

2.2.1 Studies related to road development and its impact 20

2.2.2     Studies Related to Livelihood 23

2.3 Conceptual Framework 25

CHAPTER III:  RESEARCH  METHODS 26-32

3.1 Place of the Study 26



3.2 Research Design 28

3.3 Sampling Procedure 28

3.4 Nature and Sources of Data 29

3.5 Data Collection tools and Techniques 30

3.5.1     Survey Questionnaire 30

3.5.2 Observation 30

3.5.3 Case Study 31

3.5.4 Key Informant Interview 31

3.6 Reliability and Validity of the Tools and Techniques 31

3.7 Method of Analysis 32

CHAPTER IV: SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS

OF THE RESPONDENTS 33-42

4.1 Age of Respondents 33

4.2 Sex of Respondents 34

4.3 Education 35

4.4 Marital Status 36

4.5 Family Size 36

4.6 Income 37

4.7 Size of Farming Land 39

4.8 Occupation 39

4.9 Production 41

4.10 Caste or Ethnic Group 41

CHAPTER V: CHANGES IN LIVELIHOOD AND SOCIAL

ASPECTS 43-63

5.1 Nature of SDK Road 44

5.2 Transportation and Travel 45

5.3 Occupation Change by Road 47



5.4 Change in Agricultural Production 50

5.5 Selling Pattern of Agriculture Production 51

5.6 House Building Construction after Accessibility the Road 52

5.7 Fooding Behaviour and Changing 54

5.8 Income 55

5.9 Animal Husbandry 57

5.10 Mobility towards Different Organization 58

5.11 Effects of Road in Some Social Institutions 60

5.11.1 Family 60

5.11.2 Marriage 61

5.11.3 Religion 62

CHAPTER VI: POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE EFFECTS OF THE

ROAD 64-69

6.1 Positive Effects of SDK Road 64

6.1.1 Increased Employment 64

6.1.2 Increased Income 65

6.1.3 Made Easy for Travel and Transportation 65

6.1.4 Helped in Other Development Infrastructures 65

6.1.5 Helped in Agriculture Production 66

6.1.6 Improved Community Mobilization and Status of

Women 66

6.1.7 Other Positive Effects. 66

6.2 Negative Effects of SDK Road 67

6.2.1 Increased Social Evils and Conflict 67

6.2.2 Increased Expenses 68

6.2.3 Road has Affected Agriculture Land, Jungle and

Created Land Degradation 69

6.2.4 Road has Decreased Economy of Study Area 69

CHAPTER VII: OPINION OF PEOPLE TOWARD ROAD 70-77



7.1 Perception of People About Road Accessibility 70

7.2 Suggestion of People to Enhanced their Livelihood After

Accessibility the SDK Road 76

CHAPTER-VIII: SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 78-83

8.1    Summary 78

8.2    Conclusion 80

8.3 Suggestions for the Further Research 82

REFERENCES 84-88

ANNEXES



LIST OF TABLE

Page No.

Table 1: Number of HHs and the Sample in the Study Area 29

Table 2: Distribution of Respondents by Age 33

Table 3: Distribution of Respondents by Sex 34

Table 4: Distribution of Respondents by Educational Status 35

Table 5: Distribution of Respondents by Marital Status 36

Table 6: Distribution of Respondents by Family Size 36

Table 7: Distribution of Respondents by Their Household Annual Income 38

Table 8: Distribution of Respondents by Size of Farming Land 39

Table 9: Distribution of Respondents by Their Occupation 40

Table 10: Distribution of Respondents by Based on Their Production 41

Table 11: Distribution of Respondents by Caste and Ethnic Group . 42

Table 12: Distribution of Respondents by Status of Their Family 42

Table 13: Distribution of Respondents by Using SDK Road 46

Table 14: Distribution of Respondents by Changing Their Occupation 47

Table 15: Distribution of respondents by changing their agricultural 51

Table 16: Distribution of respondents by selling their agriculture production 52

Table-17: Distribution of respondents by changing their house building 53

Table-18: Distribution of respondents by using food 54

Table-19: Distribution of respondents by their income mobility 56

Table-20: Distribution of respondents by Involving in different organizations 59

Table-21: Percentage Distribution of respondents by their Family size 60

Table-22: Distribution of respondents by their perception towards road

with different variables (I) 70

Table-23: Distribution of respondents by their perception towards road with

different variables (II) 72

Table-24: Distribution of respondents by their perception towards road

with different variables (III) 74



LIST OF FIGURE

Page No.

Figure 1: World Capitalism 17

Figure 2: Conceptual Framework 25

Figure 3: Distribution of Respondents by Sex 34

Figure 4: Family Size of Respondents 37

Figure 5: Annual Income of Respondents 38

Figure 6: Occupation of the Respondents 40

Figure 7: Pattern of Using Road for Travel by Respondents 46

Figure 8: Changing Pattern of House Building by Respondents 53



ACRONYMS

AGIL - Adaptation, Goal, Integration and Latency

AIT - Asian Information Technology

CBS - Central Bureau of Statistics

CEDA - Centre for Economic Development and Administration

DDC - District Development Committee

DFID - Department for International Development

e.g. - for example

Et.al. - Et Alli, Aliae or Alia (latin words) and others

Etc. - Et Cetra (Latin Word) and so Forth

Fig. - Figure

GTZ - German Agency for Technical Cooperation

Ha - Hectare

HH - Household

HMG - His Majesty Government

ICIMOD - International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development

IMU - Impact Monitoring Unit

Km - Kilometer

Rs. - Rupees

SDKR - Sivalaya - Durung - Kyang Road

T.U. - Tribhuvan University

USAID - United States Aid for International Development

VDC - Village Development Committee


