
1

AN ANALYSIS OF PREPOSITIONS ERRORS COMMITTED BY

STUDENTS FROM DIFFERENT ETHNIC GROUPS

A Thesis Submitted to the Department of English Education in Partial

Fulfilment for the Master’s Degree in Education.

Submitted by

Shashidhar Paudel

Faculty of Education

Tribhuvan University, Kirtipur

Kathmandu, Nepal

2009



2

AN ANALYSIS OF PREPOSITIONS ERRORS COMMITTED BY

STUDENTS FROM DIFFERENT ETHNIC GROUPS

A Thesis Submitted to the Department of English Education in Partial

Fulfilment for the Master’s Degree in Education

(Specialization in English Education)

By
Shashidhar paudel

Faculty of Education
Tribhuvan University, Kirtipur

Kathmandu, Nepal
2009

T.U. Reg. No: 9-2-53-563-2002 Date of Approval of the
Second year Examination Thesis Proposal: 2065/04/22
Roll No: 280480 Date of Submission: 065-12-20



3

RECOMMENDATION FOR ACCEPTANCE

This is to certify that Shashidhar Paudel has prepared this thesis entitled An

Analysis of Errors Committed by the Students of Different Ethnic Groups,

under my guidance and supervision.

I recommend the thesis for acceptance.

Date: 2065-12-20 -------------------------------------

Mrs. Saraswati Dawadi
Teaching Assistant

Department of English Education
Faculty of Education

TU, Kirtipur, Kathmandu



4

RECOMMENDATION FOR EVALUATION

This thesis has been recommended for evaluation from the following Research

Guidance Committee.

Signature

Dr. Chandreshwar Mishra --------------------

Reader and Head Chairperson

Department of English Education

TU, Kirtipur

Mrs. Saraswati Dawadi (Guide) --------------------
Teaching Assistant Member

Department of English Education

TU, Kirtipur

Mrs. Hema Rawal --------------------
Teaching Assistant Member

Department of English Education

TU, Kirtipur

Date:2065-12-28



5

EVALUATION AND APPROVAL

This thesis has been evaluated and approved by the following thesis Evaluation

and Approval Committee.

Signature

Dr. Chandreshwar Mishra ---------------------

Reader and Head Chairperson

Department of English Education

TU, Kirtipur

Dr. Jai Raj Awasthi ---------------------

Professor Member

Department of English Education

Chairperson

English and Other Foreign Language Education

Subject Committee

TU, Kirtipur

Mrs. Saraswati Dawadi (Guide) --------------------

Teaching Assistant Member

Department of English Education

TU, Kirtipur

Date: 2065-12-30



6

DEDICATION

Dedicated

to My Guru, Gurumas  and Parents



7

DECLARATION

I hereby declare to the best of my knowledge that this thesis is original;

no part of it was earlier submitted for the candidature of research degree

to any university.

Date: Shashidhar Paudel



8

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I am highly indebted to my thesis supervisor Mrs. Saraswati Dawadi, Teaching

Assistant, Department of English Education for her regular guidance, invaluable

suggestions, inspiring co-operation and encouragement from the very beginning

to the end of this research work.

Similarly, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to Dr. Chandreshwar

Mishra, Reader and Head of the Department of English Education, for his kind

suggestions and encouragement for the completion of this research work.

I would like to express my special gratitude to Dr. Jai Raj Awasthi, Prof.

Department of English education and Chairperson of English and Other Foreign

Languages Education for his genuine inspiration and insightful suggestions.

I am grateful to Dr. Govinda Raj Bhattarai, Prof. Department of English

Education for his important suggestions to carry the research work successfully.

Likewise, I am equally grateful to Dr. Anjana Bhattarai, Reader, Department

of English Education, for her invaluable suggestions to write the thesis.

I equally grateful to Dr. Tirtha Raj Khaniya, Prof. Department of English

Education and Dr. Bal Mukunda  Bhandari, Lecturer, Department of English

Education and I am also grateful to Mr. Vishnu Singh Rai, Lecturer,

Department of English Education for their co-operation and suggestions.

Likewise, I would like to thank for all the members of the Department of English

Education for their kind co-operation.

I am also thankful to the teachers and students of respective schools for their co-

operation during the period of data collection.

I would like to express my special thanks to my wife Mrs. Sarada Paudel for

her kind co-operation and encouragement to accomplish this thesis.

Finally, I am also thankful to Mr. Bhisma Raj Paudel (Orchid Computer,

Kirtipur) for computer typing.

Shashidhar Paudel



9

ABSTRACT

This research entitled “An Analysis of Errors Committed by Students of

Different Ethnic Groups” is an attempt to find out the errors made by

different ethnic groups in grammatical item i.e. prepositions. The researcher

has tried to compare the errors among five ethnic groups and point out some

pedagogical implications. The sample population consisted of hundred

students studying in class nine of Kathmandu district. Five public schools

were randomly selected. Twenty students from each of the selected schools

were randomly chosen for the sake of data collection. The tool for the study

consisted of three-test items (see Appendix I). He collected related books to

errors analysis. The major findings of the study were; the Chhetri students

committed the highest number of errors and Hill-Brahmin students

committed the lowest number of errors.

This thesis contains four chapters. Chapter one deals with the introduction. It

consists of general background, the English language and its significance in

Nepalese education, ethnicity, ethnicity in Nepal, error analysis, steps of EA,

review of related literature, objectives and significance of the study. Chapter

two describes the methodology applied in order to carry out research. Both

primary and secondary sources of data were used in the research .The study

was limited only to one portion of grammar i.e. prepositions. Chapter three

consists of analysis and interpretation of data and chapter four presents the

summary of findings and recommendations of the study.
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