A COMPARATIVE STUDY ON READING COMPREHENSION
OF GRADE EIGHT STUDENTS OF KATHMANDU AND
CHITWAN DISTRICTS

A Thesis Submitted to the Department of English Language
Education, T.U., Kirtipur, Kathmandu
In Partial Fulfillment for the Master’s Degree in

English Language Education

By
Shanti Adhikari

Faculty of Education
Tribhuvan University
Kirtipur, Kathmandu, Nepal
2007



A COMPARATIVE STUDY ON READING COMPREHENSION
OF GRADE EIGHT STUDENT OF KATHMANDU AND
CHITWANDISTRICTS

A Thesis Submitted to the Department of English L anguage
Education, T.U., Kirtipur, Kathmandu
In Partial Fulfillment for the Master’s Degree in

English Language Education

By
Shanti Adhikari

Faculty of Education
Tribhuvan University

Kirtipur, Kathmandu, Nepal

2007
T.U. Regd. No.: 17696-93 Date of Approval of Thesis
CampusRoall No. : 651 Proposal: 2062/12/3

Second Year Exam Roll No.: 280352/061 Date of Thesis Submission:
2063/11/8



RECOMMENDATION FOR ACCEPTANCE

Thisisto certify that Mrs. Shanti Adhikari has prepared the dissertation
entitled “A Comparative Study On Reading Comprehension Of
Grade Eight Students Of Kathmandu And Chitwan Districts” under
my guidance and supervision

| recommend this thesis for acceptance.

Dr.Tirth Raj Khaniya
Pr of essor
Department of English Education
Faculty of Education
University Campus, Kirtipur,
Kathmandu

Date:



RECOMMENDATION FOR EVALUATION

This thesis has been recommended for evauation by the

following research guidance committee.

Dr.Chandreshwar Mishra
Reader and Head

Department of English Education
T.U.Kirtipur

Dr.Tirth Raj Khaniya (Guide)
Professor

Department of English Education
T.U.Kirtipur

Dr.Jai Raj Awasthi

Professor

Department of English Education
T.U.Kirtipur

Date:

Signature

Chairperson

Member

Member



EVALUATION AND APPROVAL

This thesis has been evaluated and approved by the following

thesis evaluation committee.

Signature

Dr. Chandreshwar Mishra

Reader and head Chairperson
Department of English Education
T.U. Kirtipur

Dr. Shanti Basnyat

Professor Member
Department of English Education

English and Other Foreign Languages

Education Subject Committee

T.U. Kirtipur

Dr. Tirth Raj Khaniya

Professor Member
Department of English Education
T.U. Kirtipur

Date:



DEDICATION

To My Parents
Who Always I nspire Me to be Educated

Vi



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

First of all, I’d like to express my sincere gratitude to Prof. Dr.Tirth
Raj Khaniya, my respected Guru as well as research guide, who besides
enriching my mind with a new spirit and enthusiasm, enlightened me a lot by
providing me all sorts of ideas, techniques and information essential for
carrying out this research work from the very beginning to the end. It is his
insightful guidance and thorough supervision that enabled me to present this
work in this form. | found myself very lucky indeed to have done this work
under his guidance.

I’d also like to express my sincere gratitude to Dr. Chandreshwor
Mishra, Head, Department of English Education, T.U, Kirtipur, Prof. Dr.
Shanti Basnyat, Chairperson, English and other Foreign Languages,
Education Subject Committee, T.U., Kirtipur. And the other members of the
research guidance committee of their valuable comments and kind
encouragement

My sincere thanks go to Prof.Dr. Jai Raj Awasthi, Dr. Govinda Rgj
Bhattarai, Dr. Anjana Bhattarai, and other members of the department for
thelir direct or indirect help in carrying out this research work successfully.

Similarly I’d like to extend my gratitude to the principals as well as
teachers of different schools in Katmandu and Chitwan for their kind co-
operation during the process of data collection.

| express my heartfelt thanks to all the staff of the department for kind
cooperation providing authentic materials.

Likewise, my thanks go to the students of grade eight in those schools
for their participation in the test conducted to elicit the required data. The
students who participated in the pilot study also deserve thanks.

Furthermore, my husband, Mr. Netra Prasad Paudyal aso deserves
thanks for his co-operation in every step in the preparation of this thesis and
entire computer work.

Finally, my friends, Miss Sarala Sigdel, Miss Nira Regmi, Mr.Y agya
Gair e are a'so the names who always help me in any way.
Shanti Adhikari

Vii



ABSTRACT

This research work attempts to compare the reading comprehension of
the Grade Eight Students of Kathmandu and Chitwan districts in a variety of
textsin terms of different variables.

Altogether ten schools were selected representing private and public
schools of Kathmandu and Chitwan districts. Ten students were selected by
random sampling procedure from each of selected schools as a sample
population for this study. Four unseen texts were extracted from different
books and newspaper and both subjective and objective tests were constructed
to test reading comprehension of the eighth graders. First pilot test was
conducted to find out the appropriateness of the test. The test was administered

on a sample population.

This study found out that the students studying in grade eight from the
schools of Kathmandu and Chitwan districts obtained 80.93 % and 80.43%
respectively in total texts. This shows that there is no significant difference
between the performance of the students of Kathmandu and Chitwan. In other

words, they have same ability to comprehend the reading texts.

The boys of Chitwan have dlightly higher level comprehension skill
than the boys of Kathmandu, their scores being 83.60% and 82.13%
respectively. The girls of Kathmandu have better comprehension skill than the
girls of Chitwan. Their scores being 79.57% and 77.20% respectively.

The level of performance of the students of private schools of
Kathmandu is higher than the performance of the students of private schools of
Chitwan, their scores being 91.05% and 89.55% respectively. The level of
performance of the students of public schools of Kathmandu and Chitwan is
same, their scores being 74.13% and 74.31% respectively.
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The students of Kathmandu and Chitwan have same comprehension
skill in poem and descriptive passage and the students of Kathmandu have
good comprehension skill in reading dialogue than the students of Chitwan .

This research study consists of four chapters: Introduction,
Methodology, Analysis and Interpretation and Findings and
Recommendations. The first chapter contains general background, importance
of reading, what is reading comprehension, components of reading skills,
testing reading comprehension, review of related literature, objectives of the

study, significance of the study, definition of the terms.

Similarly, the second chapter contains methodology, population of the
study, tools for data collection, pilot study, the process of data collection and

limitation of the study.

The third chapter deals with the analysis and interpretation of data
obtained. The marks obtained by the students have been analysed to find out
their reading comprehension ability. Some statistical tools such as average and
percentile have been used to analyse the marks obtained by the students.
Finally, the reading comprehension ability of the students of grader VIII from
private and public schools have been compared on the basis of the marks
obtained.

Finally, the fourth chapter consists of findings and recommendations of

the study. References and appendices are presented at the end of the chapter.
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