TESTING THE TEST INVESTIGATING THE
CONTENT VALIDITY OF LANGUAGE TESTING TEST
AT
M. ED. LEVEL

A Thesis Submitted to the Department of English
Education University Campus, Kirtipur
In Partial Fulfillment for Master's Degree in Education

(Specialization in English Education)

By

Him Lal Timsina

Faculty of Education
Tribhuvan, University
Kirtipur, Kathmandu, Nepal

2006



Testing the Test | nvestigating the Content
Validity of Language Testing T est
at
M. Ed. Levd

A Thesis Submitted to the Department of English
Education University Campus, Kirtipur
In Partial Fulfillment for Master's Degreein Education
(Specialization in English Education)

By
Him Lal Timsina

Faculty of Education
Tribhuvan, University
Kirtipur, Kathmandu, Nepal
2006

T.U. Regd. No. : 9401-93 Date of Approval of the Thesis
2" Year Exam. Roll No. : 280234/062 Proposal; 2063/05/12
Date of Submission: 2063/09/05






RECOMMENDATION FOR ACCEPTANCE

This is to certify that Mr. Him Lal Timsina has worked and completed
his M. Ed dissertation entitled “Testing the Test Investigating the Content
Validity of Language Testing Test at M. Ed. Level” under my guidance and

supervision.

| recommend the thesis for acceptance.

Date:- ...

Prof. Dr. Tirth Raj Khaniya
(Guide)
Department of English Education, Tribhuvan
University,
Kirtipur, Kathmandu, Nepal



RECOMMENDATION FOR EVALUATION

This thesis has been recommended for the evaluation by the following

Research Guidance Committee.

Signature
1. Prof. Dr. Tirth Raj Khaniya (Guide)
Department of English Education (Member)
Tribhuvan University, Kirtipur
Kathmandu, Nepal
2. Dr. Shanti Basnyat
Professor and Chairperson (Member)

English and Other Foreign Languages
Education Subject Committee

3. Dr. Chandreshwar Mishra
Reader and Head (Member)
Department of English Education

Date:




EVALUATION AND APPROVAL

This thesis has been evaluated and approved by the following thesis
evaluation committee.

Signature
1. Dr. Chandreshwar Mishra
Reader and Head (Member)
Department of English Education

2. Dr. Shanti Basnyat

Professor and Chair person (Member)
English and Other Foreign Languages
Education Subject Committee

3. Prof. Dr. Tirth Raj Khaniya (Guide)
Department of English Education (Member)

Tribhuvan University, Kirtipur
Kathmandu, Nepal

Date:

Vi



DEDICATION

To my parentswho devoted their entirelifeto

make me what | am today.

vii



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

| would like to express my earnest gratitude to my thesis supervisor and
guide Prof. Dr. Tirth Rg Khaniya, Department of English Education, T. U.,
Kirtipur for his valuable, enlightening and continuous inspiring suggestions. His
cooperative nature and valuable guidance from the very beginning helped me to
complete this work.

| would like to express my warm respect to the prominent Prof. Dr. Shishir
Kumar Sthapit, Prof. Dr. Shanti Basnyat, Prof. Dr. Govinda Ra Bhattarai. I'm
also grateful to Dr. Chandreshor Mishra, Head, Department of English Education,
T. U., Kirtipur, and Dr. Anjana Bhattara for their encouragement and academic
support.

| am equally thankful to Dr. Bamukunda Bhandari, Dr. Vishnu Singh Rai,
Mr. Padam Lal Bishwakarma, Mr. Ram Ekwal Singh and other faculty members
of the Department for their valuable suggestions and encouragement.

At last but not least, | would like to take this opportunity to express my
warm personal appreciation to my wife Laxmi Bastola (Timsina) for her
encouragement to my study.

Mr. Netra Prasad Adhikari of Everest Cyber and Communication also
deserves alot of thanks for his continuous support for typing and finalizing this

Thesis.

Him Lal Timsina

viii



ABSTRACT

This thesis entitled “Testing the Test Investing the Content Validity of
Language Testing Test at M. Ed. Level” attempts to determine whether the
language testing exam paper has content validity or not. The main objective of
this research study was to examine the content validity of language testing exam
paper a M. Ed. Level for this purpose the researcher has anayzed 5 years
guestion papers from 2058 to 2062 B. S. of the language testing papers. He has
used only secondary sources of data. The researcher has used two methodol ogies:
‘Coverage’ and ‘Weighting’. Test contents were compared with course contents
In terms of coverage and weightage.

The maor finding of this research interms of coverage/representativeness
principle, the language testing tests have low content validity. It is because out of
95 language items in totality of the course, the test items have represented 42
language itemsii.e. 44.21 percent during 5 years (2058-2062). On the other hand,
according to the weighting principle, the language testing tests have low content
validity. It is because there was not following any norm or tendency in the
distribution of marks in the test papers what it was given in the weighting
schedule of the syllabus.

This study is divided into four main chapters. The first chapter deals with
the introduction which consists of general background, language testing, the
theory of foreign language testing, qualities of good tests, introduction to major
English at M. Ed. Levdl, the syllabus of Language Testing at M. Ed. Second year
it aso includes the review of the related literature, objective of the study,
significance of the study.

Chapter two deals with the methodology which consists of sources of data,
tools for data collection, process of data collection, and limitation of the study.

The researcher has made use of only secondary sources of data.



Chapter three deas with the anaysis and interpretation of the data. The
data have been analyzed and interpreted in terms of coverage and weighting to
find out the content validity of the tests.

Chapter four deals with the findings and recommendations of the study.
The findings have been outlined on the basis of the analysis and interpretation of
the data, and appropriate recommendations and pedagogical implications have

been made.
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