
STUDY OF THE POTENTIALITY OF ECOTOURISM IN CHHEKAMPAR

VDC OF GORKHA DISTRICT, NEPAL

A Dissertation Submitted To

THE CENTRAL DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE,

TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY, KIRTIPUR, KATHMANDU, NEPAL

For the partial fulfillment of the requirement for the Master’s Degree in
Environmental Science

Submitted By:

Keshab Raj Khanal

Symbol No. 1003

T.U. Registration No: 5-2-37-656-2000

Institute of Science and Technology

Central Department of Environment Science,

Tribhuwan University, Kirtipur, Kathmandu,

Nepal

2007



TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY
CENTRAL DEPARTMENT OF
EVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE

Kirtipur, Kathmandu,
Nepal

Ref: Date: 30th August, 2007

LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION

This is to certify that Mr. Keshab Raj Khanal has completed the dissertation
entitled "Study of the Potentiality of Ecotourism in Chhekampar VDC of
Gorkha District, Nepal" under my supervision and guidance for the partial
fulfillment of the requirements for Master's Degree of Science in
Environment.

To the best of my knowledge, the study is original and reveals useful
information on the status of tourism and potentiality of tourism in
Chhekampar VDC of Gorkha District. Therefore, I recommended this
dissertation for final evaluation and acceptance.

………………………………..
Madan Koirala, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of

Central Department of
Environmental Science

Tribhuvan University, Kirtipur

(Thesis Supervisor)



TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY
CENTRAL DEPARTMENT OF
EVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE

Kirtipur, Kathmandu,
Nepal

Ref: Date: 30th August, 2007

LETTER OF APPROVAL

This dissertation paper entitled “Study of the Potentiality of Ecotourism in
Chhekampar VDC of Gorkha District, Nepal” submitted by Mr. Keshab Raj
Khanal has been accepted as partial fulfillment of Master Degree in Environmental

Science.

Dissertation Evaluation Committee:

For Head of the Department External Examiner

Mr. Suman Man Shrestha Dr.Mukesh K. Chalise

Central Department of Associate Professor of
Environmental Science Central Department of
Tribhuvan University, Kirtipur Zoology, Tribhuvan

University, Kirtipur

Supervisor
Madan Koirala, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of
Central Department of
Environmental Science
Tribhuvan University, Kirtipur Examination: 5th September, 2007



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

First of all, I would like to extend my gratitude to Dr. Madan Koirala,
providing me individual supports for completion my thesis. Prof. Dr.
Umakanta Ray Yadav, Head of Central Department of Environmental
Science who has been very generous and motivating me, of my course of
thesis. I also acknowledge to Mr. Suman Man Shrestha, For Head of the
Central Department of Environmental Science.

I would also like to express my heartily gratitude's towards the associated
teachers of the Central Department of Environment Science for the valuable
guidance and support during the accomplishment of my thesis.

My sincere thanks goes to Nima lama (President of Chhekampar VDC),
teachers of Chhekampar and all of the people in the study area, Manaslu
Conservation Area Project of Gorkha, has provided necessary information
and data in the course of my thesis.

Last but not least I would like to thank my friends Mr. Keshab Shrestha, Mr.
Krishna Prasad Pandey and Mr. Shyam Thapa for their effort and help to
complete this work successfully.

KESHAB RAJ KHANAL



ABSTRACT

Tourism is the most important component to contribute the economy of many developing

countries. Since 1953, Nepal was opened for international tourist. Nepal government has

given more emphasis on the tourism development in the part of the country. Most of the

tourism activities were concentrated to the remote areas for the natural and cultural

beauties.

The study area “Chhekampar” is located within the Manaslu conservation Area, Gorkha,

situated at an elevation of 2959m. Study on Potentiality of Ecotourism in Chhekampar

VDC of Gorkha was carried out by field observation and questionnaire survey. The main

question addressed is whether the area can be the potential area for ecotourism and the

evaluation of the carrying capacity for tourism so that promotion of the area for

ecotourism can be better integrated for enhanced livelihood opportunities and for reduced

vulnerability of the rural poor.

The results of this study showed that the area had high potential to be the hotspot for

tourism sector. The socio cultural uniqueness, sacred landscapes, past and present

religious monuments in addition to the outstanding scenic beauty had increased the

tourism potential of the area. The legal restriction of the area for tourism had shadowed

the development of the area. Thus, the area should be promoted as the tourism

destination.

The carrying capacity of the area is one of the important aspects that should be looked

into for the tourism development of any area. The carrying capacity of the area had been

assessed through minimum data set for natural system, human system and tourism

activities. The large influx of tourists should be checked so as to conserve the pristine

environment of the area.

The Chhekampar area also had the sound potential for tourism. The increased attention

should be paid by the government organization and related agencies to the area. We

should look forward to derestricted area for tourism and promote the tourism in the area

for the economic development of the area and people.
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