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ABSTRACT

The present study entitled Socio-economic Study of Street Children is intended

to find out the major problems of street children and their wages of solution of

Kathmandu. The study was conducted within the specially limited area of Ratna Park

and its surrounding areas of Kathmandu. The study was undertaken with the following

problems: The children of the street are also growing day by day with the increase with

their problems. The most important problems of street are scarcity and lack of security,

education, food, shelter etc. They are exposed to dangerous chemical in the garbage

terms and suffered from cronies' illness and infected wounds. The worst from of

problems of the street children in our society for it treats the street children differently

and people looks by the eye of heat and called them as "KHATE".

In the period of research study, there is finding such objectives, as given: to analyze the

socio-economic status of street children in the study area, to identify the major

problems of the street children, to examine in the cause to increase in numbers of street

children, to analyze the Institutional policies and programs on child labor.

Interview questionnaire methods and case study methods are used to find out reality of

street children on such as their base. The major findings of the study are: majority of

street were illiterate, No more than 6 percent could cross the primary level, about 72

percent were from the age group of 9 to 16. The dominant cause to be illiterate was

poverty. Most of street children were engaged in rack-picking, which was 34.28 percent

of total respondents. Remaining 28.57 percent were engaged in begging. In case of

girls, they were mainly found in domestic work. Most of the street children were

passing their aimlessness lives. They didn't know what will be in future! However the

rights of child shouldn't undermine by the powerful and responsible authority. Each of

them must be dedicated for the control and removal of street children and their

burning problems.

On the basis of various related literature and direct field survey with street children

what it can conclude that the children in the street have gradual deteriorating socio-

physical conditions with numbers of hurdles due to which they are passing aimless and

minimize the number is by increasing social awareness.



vi

TABLE OF CONTENTS
Page No.

Letter of Recommendation i

Letter of Approval ii

Acknowledgement iii

Abstract iv

Table of Content v

List of Tables vi

List of Figures vii

Abbreviation/Acronyms viii

CHAPTER-ONE

INTRODUCTION 1-11

1.1 Definition of the Street Children 3

1.2 How Children become Street Children 5

1.3 Problems of Street Children 7

1.4 Objectives of the Street Children 9

1.5 Significance of the Study 10

1.6 Limitation of the Study 11

1.7 Organization of the Study 11

CHAPTER-TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW 12-27

2.1 General Review 13

2.2 Theoretical Literature Review 20

2.3 Empirical Literature Review 24

CHAPTER-THREE

RESEARCH MOTHODOLOGY 28-30

31. Research Design 28

3.2 Rational of the Site Selection 28

3.3 Nature and Sources of Data 28

3.4 Sampling Procedure and Size 29

3.5 Methods of Data Collection 29

3.6 Data analysis and Presentation 30



vii

CHAPTER-FOUR

DATA ANALSIS AND PRESENTATION 31-61

4.1 Socio-Demographic Characteristics 31

4.1.1 Educational Status and of Respondents 31

4.1.2 Caste/Ethnic Composition 32

4.1.3 Sex Distribution 34

4.1.4 Birth Place 34

4.1.5 Age Distribution of Respondents 36

4.1.6 Causes of not joining/Continuing School 37

4.2 Working Condition of Respondents 38

4.1.7 Type of Work 39

4.1.8 Working Hours 40

4.1.9 Income and Saving Pattern 41

4.1.10 Expenditure Pattern 41

4.1.11 Job Satisfaction 42

4.3 Family Status of Respondents 43

4.1.12 Parental Occupation 44

4.1.13 Family Income Sufficiency 45

4.1.14 Parents Alive or Death 46

4.1.15 Link with Family 47

4.4 Health and Nutrition Status of Respondents 49

4.4.1 Daily Food/Meal Situation 49

4.4.2 Health Situation 50

4.4.3 Treatment Pattern 50

4.4.4 Toxic-use Habit 51

4.5 Major Problems of Respondents and Reasons to Leave Home 53

4.5.1 Reason to leave home 53

4.1.16 Medium to bring them on the street 55

4.1.17 Harassment and Exploitation 56

4.1.18 Major Problems 58

4.6 Future Expiration of Respondents 60



viii

CHAPTER-FIVE

INSTITUTIONAL POLICIES ON CHILD LABOUR 62-68

5.1 Child Rights 62

5.2 Legal Provision and Enforcement 63

5.2.1 The Labour Act, 1992 and the Labour Rules 1993 63

5.2.2 The Children Act, 1992 and the Regulation on Children, 1995 64

5.2.3 The Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 2000 64

5.4 The Government Initiatives 64

5.5.1 International Norms and Standards 66

CHAPTER-SIX

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMONDATION 69-75

6.1 Summary 69

6.2 Conclusion 73

6.3 Recommendation 74

6.3.1 Preventive Approach 75

6.3.2 Protective Approach 75

6.3.3 Some Cases of Study 76

 Bibliography 79

 Questionnaire for Street Children 81



ix

LIST OF TABLE

Page No.

Table No. 4.1.1 Educational Status of Respondents 32

Table No. 4.1.2 Caste/Ethnic Composition of Despondences 33

Table No. 4.1.4 Birth Place of Respondents 35

Table No. 4.1.5 Age Distribution of Children 36

Table No. 4.1.6 Causes of not Joining or Continuous School 38

Table No. 4.1.7 Types of Work done by Respondents 39

Table No. 4.1.8 Working Hours Distribution 40

Table No. 4.1.10 Expenditure Pattern 42

Table No. 4.1.11 Job Satisfaction Pattern of Respondents 43

Table No. 4.1.12 Parental Occupation of Respondents 44

Table No. 4.1.13 Family Income Sufficiency of Respondents 46

Table No. 4.1.14 Status of Parents (Alive or Death) of Respondents 47

Table No. 4.1.15 Linkage of Respondents with Family 48

Table No. 4.4.1 Meal Per day Situation of Respondents 49

Table No. 4.4.3 Treatment Pattern of Respondents 51

Table No. 4.4.4 Toxic use Pattern of Respondents 52

Table No. 4.5.1 Reason to Leave Home by Respondents 54

Table No. 4.1.16 Medium to Bring the Respondents on the Street 56

Table No. 4.1.17 Harassment & Exploitation of Situation of Respondents 57

Table No. 4.1.18 Major Problems of Respondents 59

Table No. 4.6 Future Aspiration of Respondents 60

Table No. 5.1 The Minimum Age of Limit 67

LIST OF FIGURE

Figure No. 4.1.2 Caste/Ethnic Composition of Respondents 34

Figure No. 4.1.5 Age Distribution of Children 37

Figure No. 4.1.12 Parental Occupation of Respondents 45

Figure No. 4.1.15 Linkage of Respondents with Family 48

Figure No. 4.4.4 Toxic use Pattern of Respondents 53

Figure No. 4.5.1 Reason to Leave Home by Respondents 55

Figure No. 4.1.17 Harassment & Exploitation of Situation of Respondents 58



x

ABBREVITIONS/ACRONYMS

AIDS : Acquired Immune-deficiency Syndromes

CBS : Central Bureau of Statistics

CWIN : Child Workers in Nepal.

CWS : Child Welfare Society

GNP : Gross National Product

HIV : Human Immune-deficiency Virus

HMG : His Majesty's Government

ILO : International Labour Organization

INGOs : International Non Government Organizations

IPEC               : International Programme on Elimination of Child Labour

NESAC : Nepal South Asia Centre

NGOs : Non Government Organizations

NPC : National Planning Commission

Rs : Rupees

STDs : Sexually Transmitted Diseases

UN : United Nations

UNCRC : United Nation Child Right Centre

UNESCO       : United Nations Educational, Scientific and Culture
Organization

UNICEF         : United Nations International Children Emergency Fund

US : United States

WB : World Bank

$ : Dollar


