
i

Proficiency in the Use of Phrasal Verbs:
A Case of Tenth Graders

A Thesis Submitted
To

The Department of English Language Education Faculty of
Education Tribhuvan University, Kirtipur in Partial Fulfillment for

the Master’s Degree in Education
(Specialization in English Education)

By

Prashad Padhyay

Faculty of Education
Tribhuvan University

Kirtipur, Kathmandu, Nepal
2008

Proficiency in the U
se of Phrasal Verbs: A

 C
ase of Tenth G

raders        573
–

Prashad Padhyay (2008)



ii

Proficiency in the use of Phrasal Verbs:

A Case of Tenth Graders

A Thesis Submitted to the Department of English Language

Education, Tribhuvan University, Kirtipur, in Partial Fulfillment for

the Master’s Degree in Education

(Specialization in English Language Education)

By

Prashad Padhyay

Faculty of Education

Tribhuvan University

Kirtipur, Kathmandu, Nepal

2008

T.U. Reg. No: 9732-88 Date of Approval of the Thesis
2nd Year Exam Roll No: 421/056 Proposal: 2064/08/06

Date of Submission: 2064/12/14



iii

RECOMMENDATION FOR ACCEPTANCE

This is to certify that Mr. Prashad Padhyay has prepared the

dissertation entitled "Proficiency in the use of Phrasal Verbs: A Case

of Tenth Graders" under my guidance and supervision.

I recommend this dissertation for acceptance.

Date: 2064-12-14 ____________________________

Dr. Chandreswar Mishra

Reader and Head

Department of English Language Education,

Kirtipur, T.U.



iv

RECOMMENDATION FOR EVALUATION

This thesis has been recommended for evaluation by the following

Research Guidance Committee.

Signature

Dr. Chandreshwar Mishra(Guide) __________________

Reader and Head Chairperson

Department of English Language Education

University Campus, Kirtipur

Kathmandu, Nepal

Dr.Anjana Bhattarai __________________

Lecturer Member

Department of English Language Education

University Campus, Kirtipur

Kathmandu, Nepal

Dr. Bal Mukunda Bhandari __________________

Lecturer Member

Department of English Language Education

University Campus, Kirtipur

Kathmandu, Nepal

Date: 2064-12-20



v

EVALUATION AND APPROVAL

This thesis has been evaluated and approved by the following

Thesis Evaluation Committee.

Dr. Jai Raj Awasthi __________________

Professor Chairperson

Department of English Language Education

T.U., Kirtipur

Chairperson

English and Other Foreign Languages Education

T.U.

Dr. Chandreshwar Mishra(Guide) __________________

Reader and Head Member

Department of English Language Education

University Campus, Kirtipur

Kathmandu, Nepal

Dr. Anjana Bhattrai __________________

Lecturer Member

Department of English Language Education

University Campus, Kirtipur

Kathmandu, Nepal

Date: 2064-12-21



vi

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I would like to express my gratitude to my thesis guide Dr.

Chandreswar Mishra, Reader and Head, Department of English

Language Education, T. U. Kirtipur for the valuable advice and constant

inspiration, encouragement and co-operation through out this study.

At this moment, my deep sense of gratitude goes to Dr. Jai Raj

Awasthi, Professor of the Department of English Language Education

T.U. for his valuable guidance from the very beginning to complete this

work.

My sincere gratitude goes to Prof. Dr. Shishir Kumar Sthapit,

Prof.Dr. Shanti Basnyat. Prof. Dr. Govinda Raj Bhattrai, Dr. Anjana

Bhattarai, Dr. Bal Mukunda Bhandari, Mr. Vishnu Singh Rai and

other members of the Department for their kind assistance and

encouragement through  out the study period. My special thanks goes to

Mrs. Madhavi Khanal, the Librarian, of the Department of English

Education for her co-operation during the research work.

Furthermore, my father Hari Krishna Padhyay and uncle Shuva

Raj Padhyay deserve special thanks for providing me favorable

environment, financial assistance and continuous encouragement to carry

out this research.Similarly, I would like to thank all the students of all the

Higher Secondary and Secondary Schools who helped me in collecting

data for the study.

I am also grateful to Bhima Subba for computer work. My special

thanks are also goes to all who encouraged and supported me in carrying

out this study successfully.

Prashad Padhyay



vii

ABSTRACT

The main purpose of this study was to find out the achievement in

the use of phrasal verbs by tenth graders. For this purpose the primary

data were obtained from the students studying in grade ten of Bajura

district. English text book was the main source of secondary data. Test

items were prepared containing matching items, synonyms, sentence

making, fill in the gaps, tick the best answer and opposite word items.

The researcher randomly selected sixty students 20 each from three

different schools.

The researcher analyzed their responses and compared their

achievement on the basis of the percentages of correct responses and

marks obtained. It was found that the students’ proficiency in the use of

phrasal verb in Bajura district was satisfactory level.

The study is divided into four chapters. First chapter presents the

general background, importance of phrasal verbs, review of related

literature, objective of the study, significance of the study and definitions

of the specific terms.

Second chapter deals with the methodology adopted during the

research, which consists of sources of data, population of the study, tools

and process of data collection and limitations of the study.

Third chapter deals with the analysis and interpretation of the

obtained data.

The final chapter deals with the findings and recommendations of

the study.



viii

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Pages

Recommendation for Acceptance

Recommendation for Evaluation

Evaluation and Approval

Dedication

Acknowledgements

Abstract

Table of contents

List of Table

Abbreviation

CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION 1-12

1.1 General Background 1

1.1.1 Meaning of Phrasal Verb 3

1.1.2 Characteristics of Phrasal Verbs 4

1.1.3 Problematic Items for Learners of English 5

1.1.4 Importance of Phrasal Verbs 5

1.1.5 Types of Phrasal Verbs 6

1.2 Review of Related Literature 9

1.3 The Objectives 11

1.4 Definition of Terms 11

1.5 Significance of the Study 11

CHAPTER TWO: METHODOLOGY 13-15

2.1 Sources of Data 13

2.1.1 Primary Source of Data 13

2.1.2 Secondary Source of Data 13

2.1.3 Population of the Study 13



ix

2.1.4 Sample Population 14

2.1.5 Tools for Data Collection 14

2.1.6 Process of Data Collection 14

2.1.7 Limitations of the Study 15

CHAPTER THREE: ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION 16-40

3.1 Total Proficiency 17

3.1.1 Cumulative Proficiency of Students’ Achievement in

Phrasal Verbs (Janaprakash HSS, Bhanodaya HSS and

Malika HSS) 17

3.1.2 Analysis of Students’ Achievement in Total

Phrasal Verbs 21

3.1.3 Analysis of Achievement (School wise) 21

3.1.4 Proficiency of the Students in of Phrasal Verbs

(Janaprakash HSS, Kolti) 22

3.1.5 Analysis of Students Achievement in Phrasal Verbs

(Janaprakash HSS) 23

3.1.6 Proficiency of Students in the  Phrasal Verbs

(Bhanodaya HSS, Nobis) 27

3.1.7 Analysis of Students Achievement in Phrasal Verbs

(Bhanodaya HSS) 28

3.1.8 Proficiency of Students in the  Phrasal Verbs

(Malika HSS, Martadi) 31

3.1.9 Analysis of Students Achievement in Phrasal Verbs

(Malika HSS) 32

3.1.10 Analysis of Phrasal Verbs Achievement Based on Six

Categories of Items (Malika HSS) 35



x

CHAPTER FOUR: FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 41-42

4.1 Findings 41

4.2 Recommendations 42

REFERENCES

APPENDIX



xi

LIST OF TABLES

Pages

Table No. 1:Students Comparative Cumulative Achievement 17

Table No. 2: Total Proficiency 21

Table No. 3:Proficiency of the Students (Janaprakash HSS) in using

Phrasal Verbs 22

Table No. 4: Analysis of the Total Proficiency in Phrasal Verbs 23

Table No. 5: Proficiency of the Students (Bhanodaya HSS) in using

Phrasal Verbs 27

Table No.6: Analysis of the Total Proficiency in Phrasal Verbs

(Bhanodaya HSS) 28

Table No. 7: Proficiency of the Students (Malika HSS) in using

Phrasal Verbs 31 23

Table No. 8:Analysis of the Total Proficiency in Phrasal Verbs

(Malika HSS) 32

Table No 9: Comparison of Different Variables in Item 35



xii

ABBREVATIONS

M. Ed. - Masters in Education

SLC - School Living Certificate

HSS - Higher Secondary School

T.U. - Tribhuvan University

etc. - and the rest (Latin etcetra)

i.e. - That is (for Latin, id-est)

No/no. - Number

B.S. - Bikram Sambate

et.al. - and other people (for Latin, et alii/alia)

VS - Versus

S.N. - Serial Number

Vix. - Normally

Eng. Ed. - EnglishEducation



13


