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ABSTRACT

This research attempts to find out the errors in subject-verb agreement

committed by the students of grade eight studying in Sanskrit Schools in

Kathmandu. So, this study accounts for the lower secondary level particularly

grade eight students for finding these errors in English subject – verb

agreement.  For this study, the researcher utilized subjective and objective tests

as a tool and administered there to the target group. The errors committed were

identified and analyzed. After analyzing and interpreting the errors, the

researcher found that the students committed the largest number of errors in the

use of ‘other’ i.e. the verbs except ‘be’, ‘have’ and ‘do’ and the least number of

errors in the use of ‘do’ verb. Similarly, the students of Matatirha Vidhya Peeth

committed the largest number of errors and the students of the Nepal Sanskrit

Secondary School committed the least number of errors in the objective test. In

the use of the S-V agreement in free writing, the most of the errors were

committed by the students of Nepal Ved Vidhyashram and the least number of

errors were committed by the students of Matatirtha Vidhya Peeth.

This study consists of four chapters: Chapter one consists of the general

background, review of the related literature, objectives of the study and

significance of the study. Likewise, chapter two consists of the methodology of

the study. It encompasses the sources of data, sampling procedure, research

tools for data collection and limitation of the study. Similarly, chapter three

consists of the analysis and interpretation of the collected data. The data were

analyzed on the basis of variables that were specified into objectives. Then,

chapter four consists of the major findings and recommendations of the study.

Finally, references and appendices are also given.



xi

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page No.

Declaration i

Recommendation for Acceptance ii

Recommendations for Evaluation iii

Evaluation and Approval iv

Dedication v

Acknowledgements vi

Abstract viii

Table of Contents ix

List of Tables xii

List of Appendices xiii

List of Symbols and Abbreviations                                                               xiv

CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION                                                        1-22

1.1 General Background                                                                                     1

1.1.1 The Place of the English Language in Nepal                                   2

1.1.2 Sanskrit Schools in Nepal                                                                3

1.1.2.1 Nepal Sanskrit Secondary School                                        4

1.1.2.2 Nepal Sanskrit Ved Vidyasram 4

1.1.2.3 Narayansthan Veda Ashram                                                5

1.1.2.4 Matatirtha Vidhya Peeth                                                      5

1.1.3 Error Analysis 5

1.1.4 What is an Error? 7

1.1.5 Stages of Error Analysis 8

1.1.5.1 Collection of Data for Error Analysis 8

1.1.5.2 Identification of Errors 10

1.1.5.3 Description and Classification of Errors 10

1.1.5.4 Explanation of Errors 12



xii

1.1.5.5 Evaluation of Errors 14

1.1.6 Subject –Verb Agreement                                                              14

1.1.7 Some Rules for Subject- Verb Agreement                                     17

1.2 Review of the Related Literature 20

1.3 Objectives of the Study                                                                                22

1.4 Significance of the Study                                                                             22

CHAPTER TWO: METHODOLOGY                                                    23-24

2.1 Sources of Data 23

2.1.1 Primary Sources of Data 23

2.1.2 Secondary Sources of Data                                                           23

2.2 Sampling Procedure 23

2.3 Research Tools for Data Collection                                                            23

2.4 Process of Data Collection 24

2.5 Limitations of the Study                                                                              24

CHAPTER THREE: ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION              25-45

3 Errors Obtained From the Tests                                                                     25

3.1 Errors Obtained From the Objective Test                                              26

3.1.1 Errors in the Use of Singular Verb in the Place of Plural Verb   26

3.1.1.1 School- Wise Analysis                                                      27

3.1.1.2 School-Wise Comparison                                                 29

3.1.2 Errors in the use of Plural Verb in the Place of Singular Verb.   32

3.1.2.1 School wise Analysis 33

3.1.2.2 School-wise Comparison                                                  35

3.2 Errors Obtained from the Subjective Test                                             39

3.2.1 School- Wise Comparison                                                           41

3.2.2 Verb-Wise Analysis 41



xiii

CHAPTER FOUR: FINDINGS AND RECOMMSSENDATIONS      46-48

4.1Findings 46

4.2 Recommendations 47

4.2.1 Recommendation for Further Researchers                                       48

References

Appendices



xiv

LIST OF TABLES
Table No. Topic Page No.

1. Total Errors Obtained from the Tests 25

2. Total Errors Obtained from the Objective Test 26

3. Total Errors in the Use of Singular Verbs in the Place of Plural Verb 27

4. Errors Committed by the Students of N.V.V. 27

5. Errors Committed by the Students of N.S.S.S. 28

6. Errors Committed by the Students of N.V.A. 28

7. Errors Committed by the Students of M.V.P. 29

8. Total Errors committed by the Students of Different Schools                   30

9. Errors in the use of ‘Be’ Verbs 30

10. Errors in the Use of ‘Have’ Verb 31

11. Errors in the Use of ‘Do’ Verb 31

12. Errors in the Use of ‘Other’ Verbs 32

13. Total Errors in the Use of the Plural Verbs in the Place of Singular 33

14. Errors Committed by the Students of N.V.V. 33

15. Errors Committed by the Students of N.S.S.S. 34

16. Errors Committed by the Students of N.V.A. 34

17. Errors Committed by the Students of M.V.P. 35

18. Errors Committed by the Different Schools 36

19. Errors in the Use of ‘Be’ Verbs 36

20. Errors in the Use of ‘Have’ Verbs 37

21. Errors in the ‘Do’ Verbs 38

22. Errors in the ‘Other’ Verbs 38

23. Errors in the Subjective Test 40

24. Total Errors Committed by the Students of Different Schools 41

25. Errors in the Use of ‘Be’ Verb in Free Writing 42

26. Errors in the Use of ‘Have’ Verb in Free Writing 42

27. Errors in the Use of ‘Do’ Verb in Free Writing 43

28. Error in the Use of ‘Other’ Verbs in Free Writing 43

29. School-Wise Distribution of Errors                                                           44



xv

LIST OF APPENDICES

1. Name of the Selected Schools

2. Distribution of the Individual Errors

3. The Research Tools

4. The checked Test Papers of the Students



xvi

LIST OF SYMBOLS AND ABBREVIATIONS

B. S. - ‘Bikram Sambat’
C. D. C. - Curriculum Development Centre

CUP - Cambridge University Press

Dr. - Doctor

E.L.T. - English Language Teaching

eg. - Example gratia (for example)

etc. - Etcetera

i.e. - That is

M. Ed. - Master in Education

M.V.P. - Matatirtha Vidhya Peeth

N.E.S.P. - National Education System Plan

N.S.S.S. - Nepal Sanskrit Secondary School

N.V.A. - Narayansthan Ved Ashram

N.V.V. - Nepal Ved Vidhyashram

No. - Number

Obj. - Objective

OUP - Oxford University Press

P - Page

Pl. - Plural

S. N. - Serial number

Sg. - Singular

Sub. - Subjective

T. U. - Tribhuvan University

1st - First

2nd - Second

3rd - Third

& - And

* - Asterisk (it indicates an unacceptable form/expression)


