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Preface

“Why Japan?” This was the question most of my intimate friends asked when |
mentioned what | was doing and why was | not visible both in print and person when
Nepa was undergoing tumultuous political change. This question never surprised me
because as a matter of fact | had virtually no Japan “connection.” | have been to Japan
only once in my life: as a member of the Royal encourage during King Birendra’s
unofficial visit there in 1985. | can barely manage to speak two or three words of
Japanese at the most. | do not have a Japanese wife. Nor do | have a single Japanese

friend. As a Brahmin with a pointed nose, | do not even look like a Japanese.

And yet Japan has always fascinated me for several reasons. First, it is a highly
developed and industrialized economy while Nepal’s is underdeveloped and backward. Is
it the fate of Nepal to be poor and underdevel oped? Why cannot Nepal be a Japan? Apart
from the geo-strategic location, Nepal never had a leadership with a vison and
commitment to build strong political and economic institutions and processes to promote
the well-being of the Nepali people. Japan had and has such a leadership. Second, many
officials in both the countries refer to the common Asian values, which is more a myth
than redity. Nepal is a traditional society struggling to modernize while Japan is so
Westernized and modernized that any comparison between the two societies does not
make sense. Thirdly, the process of Nepal’s political modernization has been entirely
different than Japan’s. Democracy or no democracy, Nepal continues in the tradition of
hukumi sasan where elected |eaders see the absol ute monarchs they condemn as their role
model. As aresult, there has never been any serious attempt at creating viable and strong
political institutions. This has been the opposite in Japan where ruling elite especially
during the Meiji regime laid solid foundations of strong political and economic

ingtitutions. It isalong list.

Nepal’s contact with Japan is over a century old now and even formal diplomatic

relations half a century. There is a nagging feeling that this may have been the missed



opportunity. Has Nepal learnt any lessons from the Japanese political and economic
history, and its strategic approach especially in the context of Nepal’s foreign policy in
general and Nepa-Japan bilateral relations in particular? The dissertation makes an
attempt to take closer look at Nepal-Japan relations in order to explore the prospects of
strategic partnership between the two countries in order to further strengthen relations in

the mutual interest of both the countries and its people.
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Glossary of Japaneseterms

Bakufu
Bakumatsu
Bonsal
Chanoyu
Daimyo
Fukoku kyohel
Gakusel
Gimu

Giri
Harakiri
Ikebana
Origami
Jikki

Kinken shorei undo

Nihonjinron

Nihon no ryori

Minryoken kanyo undo

Samurai
Shogun
Zaibatsu

military government

men of action

traditional plant raising method

tea ceremony

military lords

rich country, strong army

code of education

intimate obligation

honor

disemboweling performed by samurai warriors
traditional flower arrangement

paper cutting

journa

campaign to encourage diligence and thrift
cultural nationalism

Japanese cuisine

campaign to foster national strength
warriors

military lords

financial clique



