
TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY

Cultural Ambivalence in V.S. Naipaul's A Bend in the River

A Thesis Submitted to the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Department

of English, Ratna Rajyalaxmi Campus, Tribhuvan University, in Partial Fulfillment

of the Requirement for the Degree of Master of Arts in English

By

Dilli Raj Sharma

Roll No. 181/058-059

March 2008



2

Tribhuvan University

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

This thesis titled " Cultural Ambivalence in V.S. Naipaul's A Bend in the

River " submitted to the Department of English, Ratna Rajyalaxmi Campus,

Tribhuvan University, by Mr. Dilli Raj Sharma has been approved by the

undersigned members of the Research Committee.

Members of the Research Committee

Chirinjibi Kafle
Supervisor

External Examiner

Dr.Ananda Sharma

Head,

Department of English,

Ratna Rajyalaxmi Campus

Kathmandu

Date: …………………



3

Acknowledgement

I am very much grateful to my respected teacher and advisor

Mr. Chiranjibi Kafle, Lecturer at Ratna Rajyalaxmi Campus, Tribhuvan

University for his effective guidance and encouragement. This research work

would not have been completed without his support. His guidance was the only

way to complete this thesis.

I am equally grateful to Dr. Ananda Sharma, Head of the Department of

English, Ratna Rajyalaxmi Campus for his suggestion and support to accomplish

this research work. I am also thankful to all the respected teachers of the

Department of English of this campus for their one or other way of constructive

guidance.

The suggestion of Mr. Rudra Paudel have really encouraged me to

complete my research work easily. I will always be grateful to him.

Similarly, I am grateful to my family members and friends Keshab,

Kamal, Kulchandra and Som Bahadur for their effective assistance and

continuous support for the completion of this thesis.

Lastly, I am also grateful to Mr. Manik Dangol, proprietor of M.M.

Communication, Kirtipur for his accurate and high speed that helped me digitize

the thesis in time.

March 2008 Dilli Raj Sharma



4

Contents

Acknowledgements

Page No.

Chapter I: Introduction 1

A Look into Naipaul's Works 1

An Outline of A Bend in the River 8

Themes of Dislocation and Alienation in Naipaul's Works 11

Chapter II: Theoretical Modalities Applied to Assess Naipaul 16

Colonialism 16

Postcolonialism 18

Diaspora and Hybridity 20

Mimicry 23

Cultural Identity 29

Chapter III: Cultural Ambivalence in A Bend in the River 33

Colonizer – Colonized Conflict 44

Quest for Identity 51

Chapter IV: Conclusion: Cultural Difference as Cause of Cultural

Ambivalence 55

Works Cited


