TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY

Perpetuation of Oral Tradition through Multiple Narration

in Louise Erdrich's Love Medicine

A Thesis Submitted to the Central Department of English
in the Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements

for the Degree of Master of Artsin English

By
Krishna Prasad Wagle
Central Department of English
Kirtipur, Kathmandu

July, 2007



Tribhuvan University

Faculty of Humanities and Social Science

L etter of Approval

This thesis entitled "Perpetuation of Oral Tradition through Multiple
Narration in Louise Erdrich's Love Medicine" submitted to the Central Department of
English, Tribhuvan University by Krishna Prasad Wagle, has been approved by the

undersigned members of the research committee.

Members of the Research Committee:

I nternal Examiner

External Examiner

Head

Central Department of English




Acknowledgements

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to my honorable teacher and advisor Mr.
Hem Sharma Paudel, lecturer of the Central Department of English, T.U. for providing me with
scholarly and valuable suggestions and excellent guidance. Without his guidance and
encouragement, this work would never see the light of completion. My sincere thanks go to Mr.
Rajendra Panthi, Mr. Saroj Ghimire, and Mr. Ramesh Thapa, teachers at CDE, T.U. for properly
guiding me with appropriate ideas and writing technique during three-month-long thesis writing
class. Any attempt to express my thankfulness to them in words become hopel essly inadequate.

| am extremely indebted to Dr. Krishna Chandra Sharma, the Head of the Department,
Dr. Sanjeev Uprety, Dr. Arun Gupto, Dr. Beerendra Pandey, Mr. Tika Lamsal, Mr. Puspa
Acharya, Mr. Shuvarg Ranabhat and all other teachers at the department for providing me with
required suggestions and materials during this thesis.

No words can suffice to express my gratitude to my beloved wife Anita Khanal for
regularly encouraging and helping me by all means to complete thisthesis at the earliest possible.
Thanks are also due to Sudesha High School and my friends Pawan K hatri, Ganesh Bista, Rabi
Paudel, Rgjendra Raya, Ramesh Dahal, Badri Dulal, Prakash Guragain, Gokul Jaisi, Krishna Pd.
Bhattarai and others who directly or indirectly helped me on many occasions.

Most importantly, | would like to thank my dear uncle Chetnath Wagle, aunt Bimala
Wagle and my parents without whose selfless encouragement and support, my dream for higher
studies would never be materialized. Last but not the least, | am thankful to brothers Raju and
Deepkiran and sisters Tika and Ushakiran for their help during the thesis.

July, 2007 Krishna Prasad Wagle



Abstract

Though on the surface Erdrich's use of multiple narration in Love Medicine seems to
present the world as alienated and chaotic, a close look at the book in light of the Ojibwe
oral tradition and culture reveals that the fragmentary multiple narratives, which are built

layer upon layer, work together to express the Ojibwe worldview and cultural values,
which were till date survived by oral tradition. As Ojibwe philosophy believesin holism,

aholistic study is required for the comprehension of underlying Ojibwe traitsin the
novel. Study of both form and content, storytellers and stories justify that Erdrich strives

to perpetuate the oral tradition through her various storytellers.
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