
TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY

Slave and Slavery in Herman Melville’s Benito Cereno

A thesis Submitted to the Central Department of English, Tribhuvan

University in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirement for the

Degree of Master of Arts in English

By

Bhim Yadav

Central Department of English

Kirtipur, Kathmandu

March 2008

Sl
av

e 
an

d 
Sl

av
er

y 
in

 H
er

m
an

 M
el

vi
lle

’s
B

en
ito

 C
er

en
o

–
B

hi
m

 Y
ad

av
   

   
   

 2
00

8



Tribhuvan University

Faculty of Humanity and Social Sciences

Letter of Approval

This thesis titled “Slave and Slavery in Herman Melville’s Benito Cereno”

submitted to the Central Department of Tribhuvan University by Bhim Yadav has

been approved by undersigned members of the research committee.

Members of the research committee _________________________

___________________________                                        Internal Examiner

___________________________

___________________________ _________________________

___________________________ External Examiner

___________________________ _________________________

___________________________ Head of the Department

Date: _____________________



Acknowledgements

I am deeply indebted to so many people who have helped me very

substantially with the preparation of this dissertation in its present form.

I owe my deepest gratitude to my respected guru; Dr Birendra Pandey, the

lecturer of Central Department of English Tribhuvan University, who has brought his

professionalism and expertise to guiding me during my research.

I am extremely grateful to Dr Krishna Chandra Sharma, the Head of

Department, for letting me carry out this dissertation. I am no less grateful to the other

scholars at T. U. who were kind enough to read and comment on the entire typescript,

and who have made an enormous contribution to the clarity, accuracy, and

completeness of the finished dissertation.

To the following, and those others whose names have not survived the rogours

of my filing systems, my most grateful thanks: Mr Radha Raman Dubey who gave the

typescript meticulous attention, his help with page to page technical errors, were

invaluable, and have resulted in a large number of improvements.

I am extremely grateful to my parents, other family members and relatives,

since my work would not have been possible without their ample of support,

persistent encouragement and love and care.

Lastly, I am no less grateful to my beloved brothers Sudhir, Ajit and Rakesh

for computer typing, formatting and printing out the dissertation into present form.

March 2008 Bhim Yadav



Abstract

Melville is critical of the all-pervasive slavery during his time. His tilt towards

abolitionist movement, however, sidelines blacks’ lethal means of resistance while

abolishing slavery which, in his view, is a deep-rooted  social evil, and must be

uprooted from the face of every society. Melville presents Babo as an oppressed slave

attempting to overturn what his white oppressors see as a natural social hierarchy. But

he also foregrounds White’s view of slavery. Melville’s attitude seems to be mixed.

On the one hand, he voices for the abolition of slavery system. On the other hand, he

opposes the use of violent means of resistance by showing the consequences.
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