Tribhuvan University

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Ironic Sensibility in Emily Dickinson's Poetry

A Dissertation

Submitted to the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciencesin partial
fulfillment of the Requirementsfor the Degree of Masters of Artsin English

By

Tank Bdr. Kunwar

Central Department of English
Kirtipur, Kathmandu

June, 2007



Tribhuvan University

Faculty of Humanities and Social Science

Letter of Approval

This is to certify that the dissertation entitled "Ironic Sensibility in Emily

Dickinson's Poetry,"” submitted to the Central Department of English, Tribhuvan

University by Tank Bdr. Kunwar, has been approved by the research committee.

Members of the Research Committee:

Internal Examiner

External Examiner

Head
Central Department of English

Date:




Acknowledgement
| would like to express my sincere gratitude to my supervisor, Mr. Nirmal
Prasad Adhikari for his scholarly guidance and inspiration, which enabled me to
complete this dissertation. Had he not contributed with necessary materials and
valuable time for comments, my thesis would not have existed in the present form.

S0, I'm deeply indebted to him.

My heartfelt gratitude goes to the Chief, Dr. Krishna Chandra Sharma,
Central Department of English, Tribhuvan University, for the approval of this
dissertation. I'm grateful to professor Dr. Beerendra Pandey for his suggestions. |
would like to thank my teachers Sanjeev Upreti, Devi Gautam and Pam Bahadur

Gurung for their help.

Thanks are due to my family for their every forms of support. My special
thank goesto my brother, Tara Kunwar. | would like to thank my friend Buddhi
Ra Sharma'Kandel' who prompted me to write thesis on such atopic. Thanksto
my friends Kamal Regmi, Rajendra Sharma, T.R. Bhandari, Laxman Pargjuli,
Deepak Poudel, Naresh Kunwar and Tek Khadka for their encouragement. This
dissertation has come to exist in this form only with their constant and fruitful
support. And finaly, if not least, | would like to thank Jeeten and Bibek Maharjan

(Jee Computer Center) for their invaluable time to type thesis.

Tank Kunwar

June 2007



Abstract

The dissertation entitled "Ironic Sensibility in Dickinson's Poetry” concerns
with the poetry by the nineteenth century American poet, Emily Dickinson. Her
poetry exposes scornful attitude towards patriarchy and orthodox religion prevalent
during her time. On the one hand, she directs an increasingly mocking anger at
those who take insanity to be sanity. On the other hand, she dismantles the system
of conformity by being ironic. Her poems generally meditate upon death and play

with faith but particularly echo the silent protest.

In considering her poetic presentation, Dickinson doesnot foreground
herself as furiously rebellious and nihilistic; rather she turns out to be silent. That's
why, she admits her secluded life. However, beneath this silence, passivity and
surrender to majority, she sets the questioning of religious values and the
ingtitutions of patriarchy as well. Dickinson's questioning attitude manifests itself
in terms of ambiguous images, contrastive emotions and ambivalent relation of self
to other. In one way or the other, she continues her complacent life to mock at
prevailing claims and privileged truths. She cuts off her relation to society and
people so as to reconstruct and reform, and sacrifices herself so asto regjuvenate

life and freedom.
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