
Tribhuvan University

Undercurrents of Colonial Legacy in Ben Okri's Stars of the New Curfew

A Thesis Submitted to the Central Department of English

in Partial Fulfilment of the Requirement for the Degree of

Master of Arts in English

By

Ushak Karki

University Campus

Kirtipur

June 2007

U
nd

er
cu

rr
en

ts
 o

f C
ol

on
ia

l L
eg

ac
y 

in
 B

en
 O

kr
i's

St
ar

s 
of

 th
e 

N
ew

 C
ur

fe
w

–
U

sh
ak

 K
ar

ki
20

07



Tribhuvan University

Faculty of Humanities and Social Science

Approval Letter

This thesis entitled "Undercurrents of Colonial Legacy in Ben Okri's Stars

of the New Curfew" submitted to the Central Department of English, Tribhuvan

University, by Mr.  Ushak Karki has been approved by the undersigned members of

the Research Committee.

Members of the Research Committee

Internal Examiner

External Examiner

Head
Central Department of English

Date: ________________



Acknowledgements

Words fail me to convey my feelings of gratitude to Professor Chandra

Prakash Sharma, former Head of the Central Department of English, Tribhuvan

University.  Without his invaluable suggestion, continuous encouragement, kind

cooperation and scholarly guidance, this research work would never have witnessed

the form it enjoys at present.  He is my guru, my guide and my supervisor.

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to Dr.  Krishna Chandra Sharma,

Head of the Department, for the approval of this research work in the present form.  I

am extremely grateful to Badri Prasad Acharya, Lecturer at the Central Department,

for providing me essential texts and supporting material.  I am also greatly thankful to

my respected teachers Dr.  Sanjeev Upreti, Dr. Arun Gupto, Dr.  Beerendra Pandey

and Hem Prasad Sharma for providing me necessary texts and valuable suggestions.

I owe a great debt to my parents Mr. Khadga Bahadur Karki and Mrs.

Dhanamaya Karki who provided me the light of education despite facing various

challenges and difficulties.

I must acknowledge immense help and cooperation received from my elder

brothers Netra Bdr. Karki and Tirth Bdr. Karki and younger brother Lekhraj Karki

during my study and research.

I would like to thank my colleagues: Narayan Sapkota, Narayan Guragain,

Bhim Limbu, Binod Sapkota, Hom Prasad Bhattarai, Chandra Bimoli, Birendra

Subba, Dharmendra Timsina, Upendra Sharma and Madhusudan Lamsal for their

direct and indirect support to complete this research work.

Finally, I am indebted to Deepak Basnet of Resunga Computer Service,

Kirtipur, for computer work.



Abstract

The focus of my research aspires to undertake how colonialism and its

lingering legacy have been ruling and dominating cultural, social, religious,

administrative, linguistic and academic domains of post independent Nigeria in Ben

Okri's masterpiece short story collection Stars of the New Curfew.  This study

unravels the fact that colonial legacy and mentality have been prevalent in the local

rulers which resulted in their apathy towards the sufferings of common people.  The

preference to speak in British colonial language to indigenous language, conversion

and growing faith in Christianity and mimicking British colonial norms and values

have been predominantly in practice in independent Nigeria.  For the evidence,

Arthur, narrator of the title piece Stars of the New Curfew, talks in English while

selling drugs to the customers.  In addition to it, his strong faith leads him to visit

church when he undergoes through recurring nightmares to get rid of them in the

same title piece.  Likewise, uncontrollably growing number of prostitutes, brothels

and bars in different Nigerian cities, like Lagos, town of W, depicted in Stars of the

New Curfew and "In The City of Red Dust" expose  mimicry of colonial norms and

values.  Moreover, Nigerian police organization and judiciary too follow British

colonial patterns which can be visualized in the title piece, "When The Lights Return"

and "In the Shadow of War." By using magical realism, Ben Okri depicts how native

Africans escape in the realm of romance and fantasy when they fail to cope with

complicated and harsh realities caused by colonial lingering legacy.
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