
CHILD LABOUR IN BRICK KILN INDUSTRIES: A CASE
STUDY OF KANCHANPUR DISTRICT

By
Hari Prasad Joshi

A Dissertation
Submitted to the Central Department of Population Studies, Faculty

of Humanities and Social Sciences in Partial Fulfillment of the
Requirement for Master's Degree in Population Studies

Tribhuvan University
Kirtipur, Kathmandu

July, 2006



RECOMMENDATION LETTER

This is to certify that Mr. Hari Prasad Joshi has completed this

dissertation entitled "Child Labour in Brick Kilns: A Case Study of

Kanchanpur District" under my guidance and supervision for the partial

fulfillment of the requirement of Master's Degree in Population Studies. To

the best of my knowledge the study is original and carries useful

information. Therefore, I recommend this dissertation for evaluation to

dissertation committee.

---------------------------

Mr. Keshab Prasad Adhikari

(Supervisor)

Central Department of Population Studies

Tribhuvan University

Kirtipur, Kathmandu

2006



TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY

CENTRAL DEPARTMENT OF POPULATION STUDIES

KIRTIPUR, KATHMANDU

APPROVAL LETTER

This dissertation entitled "Child Labour in Brick Kilns: A Case

Study of Kanchanpur District" has been approved as the partial

fulfillment of the requirement for the Master's Degree of Arts in Population

Studies.

Approved by

Dr. Bal Kumar K.C. ----------------------

Prof. and Head of Dept.

External Supervisor ------------------------

Mrs. Kamala Lamichhane

Mr. Keshab Prasad Adhikari ----------------------

Supervisor

Dissertation Committee ----------------------



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

I would like to express heartfelt thanks to Mr. Keshab Prasad Adhikari

Lecturer of Central Department of Population `Studies for his supervision of

this work. I appreciate him and extend my deepest gratitude for his

invaluable supervision and support in completing this work.

I am grateful to Prof. Dr. Bal Kumar K.C., Head of the Department

for his inspiration and encouragement on study. I am grateful to my

respected friends and I can't forget the facilities and support provided by

CDPS Library, Central Library and CWIN Library in the course of literature

review. Similarly, I would like to thank to all respondent children and key

informants for providing necessary information curiously. Similarly, I

remember my family for ever for their cooperation and dedication in my

study.

Finally, I would like to express great joy to Mr. Raamesh Maharjan of

Dynamic Computer Service, Kirtipur for his quick and clear typing and

printing of this dissertation efficiently.

Hari Prasad Joshi

December 2006



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Contents Page no.

Approval Letter

Acknowledgement

Table of Contents

List of Tables

List of Figures

Abbreviations

CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

1.1 General Background 12

1.2 Statement of the Problem 32

1.3 Objectives of the Study

1.4 Significance of the Study

1.5 Operational Definition of Child Labour

1.6 Scope and Limitation  of the Study

1.7 Organization of the Study

CHAPTER II

LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Child, Child Work and Labour

2.2 The Types of Child Labour 12



2.3  Education and Child Labour

2.4 Law and Child Labour

2.5 Empirical Literature

2.5.1 Cause and Consequences of Child Labour

2.5.2 Brick Kiln Child Labour as a Worst form of Child Labour Error!
Bookmark not defined.

2.6 Conceptual Framework

CHAPTER III

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1 Site Selection

3.2 Population and Sample Size

3.3 Nature and Sources of Data

3.3.1 Primary Sources

3.3.2 Secondary Sources

3.4 Data Collection

3.4.1 Interview

3.4.2 Observation

3.4.3 Case Study

3.5 Method of Data Analysis

CHAPTER IV

SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS OF BRICK KILN CHILD

LABOURERS

4.1 Age and Sex Composition of Child Labour

4.2 Distribution of Brick Kiln Child Labourers by Caste/Ethnic



4.3 Literacy and Educational Status of Child Workers

4.4 Reasons for not Going to or Dropping out from SchoolError! Bookmark
not defined.

4.5 Family Size Error! Bookmark not defined.

4.6 Parental Status

4.7 Poverty and Indebtedness

CHAPTER V

PLACE OF ORIGIN AND MIGRATION

5.1 Migration of Child Labour

5.1.1 Status of Migration

5.1.2 Place of Origin of Child Labour

5.1.3 Reasons for Leaving Home

5.1.4 Medium of Migration

5.2 Migration and Seasonality

5.2.1 Nature of Migration

5.2.2 Duration of Engagement in a Season

CHAPTER VI

WORKING CONDITION, EXPLOITATION AND PERCEPTION OF

CHILD WORKERS

6.1 Working Condition and Environment of Child Brick Kilns

6.1.1 Working Hours

6.1.2 Types of Work

6.1.3 Earning Status



6.1.4 Controlling Over Income

6.2 Living Condition And Health

6.2.1 Daily Food Intake

6.2.2. Housing and Basic Amenities

6.2.3 Illness and Injuries/Accidents

6.2.4 Recreation

6.3 Perceptions to Job and Aspirations of Child Workers

6.3.1 Perceptions on Earning and Current Work

6.3.2 Incidence of Harassment/Abusive Behaviour

6.3.3 Preference to Study

CHAPTER VII

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

7.1 Summary

7.2 Conclusion

7.3 Recommendations

REFERENCE

Appendices



LIST OF TABLES

Page No.

Table 1: Difference Between Child Work and Child Labour Error!
Bookmark not defined.

Table 2: No of Child Workers Sample Population in Brick Kiln Industries

Table 3: Distribution of Child Labourers by Age and Sex

Table 4: Distributrion of Child Labourers by Caste/ethnicity and Sex

Table 5: Distribution of Child Labourers by Education and Sex

Table 6:  Distribution of Child Labourers by Reasons for Non-schooling or
Dropping Out Schooling and Sex

Table 7: Distribution of Child Labourers According to Family Size by Sex

Table 8: Distribution of Child Labourers by Parental Status and Sex

Table 9: Distribution of Child Labourers by Ownership of House, Cultivable
Land Indebtedness and Main Source of Surviving of Their Family
and Sex

Table 10: Distribution of Child Labourers by Migration Status and Sex

Table 11: Distribution of Child Labourers  by Districts of Their Origin

Table 12: Distribution of Child Labourers by Reaosns for Leaving Home
and Sex

Table 13: Distribution of Child Labourers by Medium of migration (Ways
for Joining Brick Kilns) and Sex

Table 14: Distribution of Child Labourers according to their Nature of
Migration and Sex

Table 15 : Distribution of Child Labourers According to Duration of
Engagement in a Season and Sex

Table 16 : Distribution of Child Labourers by Average Working Hours and
Sex



Table 17 : Distribution of Child Labourers Types of Work in Brick Kilns
and Sex

Table 18: Distribution of Child Labourers by Average Earning Per Month
and Sex

Table 19 : Distribution of Child Labourers by Sex of Controlling Over Their
Earnings

Table  20: Distribution of Child Labourers by Their Daily Food Intake and
Sex

Table  21: Distribution of child Labourers by Their Housing

Table 22 : Distribution of Child Labourers by Availability of Piped water,
Electricity and Toilet Facility

Table  23: Distribution of Child Labourers by Person with Whom They Live
and Sex

Table 24: Distribution of Child Labourers by Incidence of Health Hazard

Table 25: Distribution of Child Labourers According to Sickness and Types
of Injuries/Accidents by Sex 85

Table 26: Distribution of Child Labourers on the Basis of Getting Treatment
on Their Illness and Sex

Table 27: Distribution of Child Labourers According to Getting Time for
Recreation and Means of Recreation by Sex

Table 28: Distribution of Child Labourers by Attitude Towards Their
Earning, Current Work and Sex

Table 29 : Distribution of Child Labourers by Reasons for not Satisfying

with Current Work and Sex

Table 30 : Distribution of Child Labourers by Their Interest to Work for
Next Season and Sex

Table31 : Distribution of Child Labourers According to Harassment/Abusive
Behaviour Made by Master/ Broker and Adult Workers



Table  32: Distribution of Child Labourers for Preference to Study by sex



ABBREVIATIONS

A.M. Anti-Meridian

CBS Central Bureau of Statistics

CDPS Central Department of Population Studies

CDS Central Department of Sociology

CW/CCD Centre for Women, Children and Community  Development

CWIN Child Workers in Nepal Concerned Centre

EAPRO East Asia and Pacific Regional Office

HMG/N His Majesty's Government of Nepal

ILO International Labour Organization

INGOs International Non-Governmental Organization

IPEC International Programme on the Elimination of Child Labour

IWGCL International Working Group on Child Labour

MOL Ministry of Labour

NESAC Nepal South Asian Centre

NGOs Non-Governmental Organizations

NRs Nepali Rupees

RWG-CL Regional Working Group for Child Labour

SAARC South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation

UK United Kingdom

UN United Nations

UNDP United Nations Development Programme

UNICEF United Nations Children's Fund

VDC Village Development Committees


