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ABSTRACT

A study entitled “Potentialities of Community Forestry under Reducing Emissions
from Deforestation and forest Degradation (REDD plus) Mechanism” was carried
out in Pile CFUG, Kathjor-8, Ramechhap district of Nepal with a view to review
policy framework relevant to REDD initiative in Nepal. Smilarly, it aimed at
assessing the potentiality of REDD in Nepal in terms of biophysical, community forest
governance and ingtitutional capacity and existing CF management practices.
Different PRA tools like household interview, CFUC meeting, and focus group
discussion, review of CFUG constitution & operational Plan, minutes and records
were used for primary data collection. Secondary data were collected through
reviewing various policies, strategy, guidelines and published & unpublished

literatures.

The study explicitly shows that CF Policy was previously focused on dealing with
local forest dynamicsin Nepal but now gradually adapted to international and global
demand including climate change. While assessing the bio-physical condition of CF,
it illustrates that forest condition has been increased because of community forest
management system. Demand status of forest products of local communities is
reported larger than supply capacity of CF. The involvement of indigenous people,
women and Dalit in decision making in CFUG has been satisfactorily increasing
which would be instrumental in enhancing REDD mechanism in Nepal. Benefit
sharing mechanism in CFUGs has been guided by the norms developed in group
constitution. Earmarking group fund in forest conservation and pro-poor activities
may enhance to generate co-benefits of REDD initiatives such as livelihood
improvement, improving governance and poverty reduction. Sudied CFUG follows
CF management practices as indicated in Forest Operational Plan. In this way,
community forest has demonstrated good practice of sustainable management forest

which is one of the key elements under REDD Plus.

A further in-depth study is highly suggested how Nepal’s CF policy and management
system adhere to REDD initiative generating mutual climate and community benefits.
Before initiation of REDD in Nepal, clarification of carbon ownership particularly in

5



soil carbon should be done. Concrete guideline and mechanism is proposed to
establish ensuring equitable benefit sharing to the communities among the users of
diverse economic, social and cultural background for diverse management regimesin
Nepal. Finally, it is suggested to develop a concrete system on utilizing the REDD

fund so as to generate co-benefits from REDD initiative in Nepal.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

RECOMMENAALION ...ttt i
Y1 0] o] o)V o] I N =1 x = U ji
ACKNOWIEAGEMENT ...ttt ettt e e et e e e e e ns 4
ADSITACT ...ttt i5
TabIE OF CONETEONT ... et e et s b s et b re e e s b e eb s v
Ly o ) 7= U PO STT viii
LISt OF TaB@ .ttt st e b s et b et ettt e e en e s ix
ABDIEVIATIONS ... 11
Chapter I Introduction.............ccveveveevieeieseeeeieene, Error! Bookmark not defined.
1. 1 Background ..........cccceveeieneenieniieneeniese e Error! Bookmark not defined.
1.2 Statement of Problem and Justification.................. Error! Bookmark not defined.
1.3 Objectives of the Study ...........ccccevveveeierieeenee. Error! Bookmark not defined.
1.4 Conceptua Framework of the Study...................... Error! Bookmark not defined.
1.5 Limitation of the Study .......c.cccevveveeviesiereee. Error! Bookmark not defined.
1.6 Organization of the study ...........ccoooiiiiiiiiiii 6
Chapter 11: Literature ReVIEW .........ccvevveevevireieeieie, Error! Bookmark not defined.
2.1 Definitions of the Concepts.........ccccccevveveeecveseeennens Error! Bookmark not defined.
2.2 International Context of REDD ...........cccccecvevueennen. Error! Bookmark not defined.
2.3 National Context in REDD .........ccccoocevivenennenene. Error! Bookmark not defined.
2.4 Pilot REDD Initiativesin Nepal ..........ccccoeecveeueennens Error! Bookmark not defined.
Chapter 111: Study Area Description...........cccceeeveveeneenen. Error! Bookmark not defined.
3.1 District Background.............cccocveveeceenienieeiesienens Error! Bookmark not defined.
3.2 Description of Study area..........cccceeeveveenieecieneennens Error! Bookmark not defined.



3.3 Selection Criteria of the Study Area ..................... Error! Bookmark not defined.
Chapter 1V: Research Methodology ..........ccccovevvvvvvennnnee. Error! Bookmark not defined.

4.1 Consultation Meeting with Advisor, Experts and Concerned StakeholdersError! Bookmark not

4.2 Sample and Sampling Design .........cccoceeveeiieneennens Error! Bookmark not defined.
4.3 Methodological flow chart..........ccccoevveveeieeiennns Error! Bookmark not defined.
4.4 Nature and Source of Data Collection.................... Error! Bookmark not defined.
4.4.1. Primary Data Collection..........cccoceeveeieneennens Error! Bookmark not defined.
4.4.2 Secondary Data...........cceceeeerreeiiereenieeieseenns Error! Bookmark not defined.

4.5 Data Analysis and Interpretation......................... Error! Bookmark not defined.
Chapter V: Results and DiSCUSSIONS............cccvevvevvvenennen. Error! Bookmark not defined.
5.1 Socio-economic CharaCteristiCs.......cocoverereeruenee. Error! Bookmark not defined.

5.2 Guiding Policy for Community Forestry ManagementError! Bookmark not defined.

5.3 Bio-physical Condition of the CF ..............ccu....... Error! Bookmark not defined.

5.4 Governance and Institutional Strengthening Practices of CFUGError! Bookmark not defined.
5.5 Existing CF Management System...........ccccceveennens Error! Bookmark not defined.

CHAPTER VI: CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONError! Bookmark not defined.

6.1 CONCIUSIONS.....c..eeiiiieieeieniesieee e Error! Bookmark not defined.
6.2 Recommendations...........cocvevveeerieneneneneneseeenes Error! Bookmark not defined.
B [ = 1 01=- T Error! Bookmark not defined.
F L 0] 0L PSRRI Error! Bookmark not defined.
Annex 1. Questionnaire for household Survey ............ Error! Bookmark not defined.

Annex-2: Checklist for CFUC Meeting and Focus Group DiscussionError! Bookmark not defined.

Annex 3: Glimpse of Some PICtures.........cccceveeveeeeenee. Error! Bookmark not defined.



LIST OF FIGURES

Figure 1: Conceptual framework of the study ................. Error! Bookmark not defined.
Figure 2: Map of the study area..........ccccceevevveeiniiuenenns Error! Bookmark not defined.
Figure 3: Study steps and designs ............c...cccceeevvuvvvnnnn.n. Error! Bookmark not defined.
Figure 4: Food sufficiency period of respondents ............ Error! Bookmark not defined.
Figure 5: Livestock management system............cu.ue...... Error! Bookmark not defined.



LIST OF TABLES

Table 1. Description of theresearch site..................... Error! Bookmark not defined.

Table 2: Ethnicity, average family size and educational status of family member of the
FESPONAENTS ...t Error! Bookmark not defined.

Table 3: well being status and income sour ces of respondentserror! Bookmark not defined.
Table 4: Landholding status of the respondents........... Error! Bookmark not defined.

Table 5: livestock rearing by respondents.................... Error! Bookmark not defined.

Table 6: Bhysical changes of studied CF from 2001 to 2007Error! Bookmark not defined.

Table 7. Demand and supply status of forest products of studied HHsError! Bookmark not defined

Table 8: Trend of representations on CFUGs executive committee of different caste
groups and geNdEr ........ccccveeereeiereere e Error! Bookmark not defined.

Table 9: Participation of various caste groups in CFU committee meetingError! Bookmark not def
Table 10: Number of decisions on various themes made by the CFUG meeting in 2009Error! Booknr
Table 11: Participation status of various caste groups in general assemblyError! Bookmark not de
Table 12: Trend of last four yearsincome and expenditureError! Bookmark not defined.

Table 13: Planning of silvicultural operation .............. Error! Bookmark not defined.

Table 14: Planning of silvicultural operation .............. Error! Bookmark not defined.

10



ABBREVIATIONS

A/R Afforestation and Reforestation

CDM Clean Development Mechanism

CFM Community Forest Management

CFUC Community Forest Users Committee

DFO District Forest Office

FCPF Forest Carbon Partnership Facility

FECOFUN Federation of Community Forestry Users Nepal
FOP Forest Operation Plan

FPIC Free, Prior and Informed Consent

GHG Green House Gas

ICIMOD International Center for Integrated Mountain Devel opment
ILO International Labor Organization

IPCC Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
IPs Indigenous People

KP Kyoto Protocol

MPFS Master Plan for the Forestry Sector

NEFIN Nepal Federation of Indigenous People

NORAD Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation

11



NSCFP Nepa Swiss Community Forestry Project

NTFP Non-Timber Forest Products

R-PIN Readiness Project Idea Note

RPP Readiness proposal

SPSS Statistical Package for Social Sciences

REDD Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation
UNDRIP United Nations Declaration on Rights to Indigenous Peoples
UNEP United Nations Environment Program

UNFCCC United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
WBR Well Being  Ranking

12



13



