
Problems and Prospects of Ecotourism in Nepal
(A Case Study of Bandipur, Tanahun)

A Thesis
Submitted To:

Central Department of Rural Development
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirement for the Degree of Master of Arts in
Rural Development

By
Dipak Raj Dhakal

Central Department of Rural Development
Tribhuvan University Campus

Kirtipur, Kathmandu
T.U. Regd. No.: 6-1-20-101-97

August, 2006

Pr
ob

le
m

s 
an

d 
Pr

os
pe

ct
s 

of
 E

co
to

ur
is

m
 in

 N
ep

al
 (A

 C
as

e 
St

ud
y 

of
 B

an
di

pu
r, 

Ta
na

hu
n)

-
D

ip
ak

 R
aj

 D
ha

ka
l  

   
 2

00
6



RECOMMENDATION LETTER

This thesis entitled “Problems and Prospects of Ecotourism in Nepal” (A

Case Study of Bandipur, Tanahun) has been prepared by Mr. Dipak Raj

Dhakal under my supervision in partial fulfillment of requirements for Master

Degree of Arts in Rural Development. I hereby recommend this thesis to the

evaluation committee for approval.

___________________

Supervisor

Prof. Dr. Pradeep Kumar Khadka

Head of Department of Rural Development

Tribhuvan University



APPROVAL SHEET

This is to certify that the thesis submitted by Mr. Dipak Raj Dhakal entitled
“Problems and Prospects of Ecotourism in Nepal” (A Case Study of
Bandipur, Tanahun) approved by the Department in the prescribed format of
the Faculty of Humanities of Social Sciences. This thesis is forwarded for
acceptance.

Thesis Evaluation Committee

__________________

Prof. Dr. Pradeep Kumar Khadka

Head of Department and Supervisor

__________________

Internal

__________________

Prof. Dr. Panna Kaji Amatya

Central Department of Political Science, T.U.

External

Date: …………………



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

I would like to express my deep gratitude to the Central Department of Rural

Development at Tribhuvan University, for allowing me to carry out this thesis

in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Masters in Rural

Development.

I am extremely grateful and indebted to my supervisor Prof. Dr. Pradeep Kumar

Khadha, Head of Central Department of Rural Development, for providing me

an opportunity to conduct this study under his supervision. I can't forget this

kind guidance, supervision and inspiration during the preparation of this thesis.

I must express my deepest respect for his perennial support of encouragement

to accomplish this study.

I am very much thankful to Prof. Dr. Rudra Prasad Upadhaya, Associate Prof.

of Central Department of Rural Development and Umesh Acharya, Lecturer of

Central Department of Rural Development for their valuable suggestions and

inspiration during the preparation of this thesis. I am indebted to Lila Bahadur

Baniya, Sumit Baral, Nepal Tourism Board for their valuable suggestions and

unflagging support at various stages of this thesis. I would like to thank my dear

friends, well-wishers for their kind suggestions and help in the course of

preparing this study.

I would like to recall my heartfelt reverence to the librarians of T.U, IUCN,

NTB, ACAP and NATHM.

I would like to express my deep gratitude and indebtedness to my parents for

their encouragement and support.

Last but not least, I am thankful to the respondents as well as other people of

the study area, who provided necessary as well as valuable information and

possible help to accomplish this study.

August, 2006 Dipak Raj Dhakal



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Chapter Page
Title page
Recommendation letter
Approval sheet
Acknowledgments
Table of contents
List of tables
List of figures
Abbreviations
Abstract

Chapter 1 Introduction 1-8
1.1 Background of the Study 1
1.2 Statement of the Problem 5
1.3 Objective of the Study 7
1.4 Importance of the Study 7

Chapter 2 Literature Review 9-22
2.1 Introduction 9
2.2 Concept of Ecotourism 12
2.3 Benefit of Ecotourism 17
2.4 Global Initiatives 20
2.5 Ecotourism in Nepal 20

Chapter 3 Research Methodology 23-30
3.1 Research Design 23
3.2 Rationale of the Selection of Study Area 23
3.3 Sampling Procedure 25
3.4 Source of Data Collection 25
3.5 Data Collection Tools & Techniques 26
3.6 Methods of Data Analysis 26
3.7 Limitation of the Study 28
3.8 Study Area 28
3.8.1 Settlement Pattern 29



3.8.1.2 Population Composition 29
3.8.1.3 Ethnic Composition 29
3.8.1.4 Spatial Distribution of Education &

Health Services 30
3.8.1.5 Literacy Situation of the Study Area 30

Chapter 4 Prospects of Ecotourism in Bandipur 31-45
4.1 Introduction 31
4.2 Diversity in Nature 32
i) Scenic Beauty 32
ii) Pleasant of Favorable Climate 33
iii) Biodiversity 34
iv) Siddha cave & Patalidwar 34
v) Rocky Slopes 35
vi) Eco Trekking 35
4.3 Sight Seeing Around Bandipur by Walk 38
4.4 Socio-Cultural Diversity 41
4.4.1 Historical Monuments 41
i) Medieval Hilltop Town 41
ii) Bindebasini Temple 42
iii) Mahalaxmi Temple 42
iv) khadka Devi Temple 42
v) Mukundeshwari Temple 43
vi) Gurunche Hill 43
vii) Tundi Khel 44
viii) Parpani Mahadev 44
ix) Mahadev Temple 44
x) Narayan Temple 44
xi) Martyres Memorial Area 44
xii) Tin Thana 44
4.4.2 Colorful Festivals 44

Chapter 5 Data Analysis and Interpretation 46-84
5.1 Introduction 46
5.2 Present Information About Tourist &

Tourism 46
5.2.1 Tourist Arrivals in Nepal & Bandipur 47
5.2.2 Tourist Visiting Purpose 49
5.2.3 Tourist  Arrivals by the Nationality 51



5.2.4 Tourist Arrivals by the Age & Sex
Composition 53

5.2.5 Means of Transportation Used by
Visitors/Tourists 55

5.2.6 Length of  Tourist Stay in Bandipur 56
5.2.7 The Expenditure Patterns of Tourists 57
5.2.8 Price and Standard of Lodging, Fooding and

Behaviour of Local People to the Tourists 59
5.3 Present Situation of Hotels, Lodges In

Bandipur 60
5.3.1 The Investment Patterns of Hotels/Loges in

Bandipur 61
5.3.2 Income Variation of Hotels in Bandipur 62
5.3.3 The Sources of Market for Goods used

in Hotels 64
5.4 Structure of the Respondents 65
5.4.1 Age and Sex Structure 65
5.4.2 Classification of Household According to

Cast/Ethnicity 67
5.4.3 Number of the local People Directly Involved in

Tourism Industry 68
5.4.4 Number of Local People Indirectly involved in

Tourism Industries 70
5.4.5 Respondents View to Develop the VDC 72
5.5 Tourism Infrastructures in Bandipur 74
i) Transportation Facility 75
ii) Accommodation Facility 75
iii) Catering Facility 76
iv) Security Facility 79
5.6 Impacts of Ecotourism in Bandipur 80
5.6.1 Introduction 80
5.6.2 Economic Impact 80
5.6.3 Social Impact 82
5.6.4 Environmental Impact 83

CHAPTER 6 Problems of Ecotourism Development in  Bandipur
85-88

6.1 Introduction 85
i) Transportation  and Communication 85



ii) Drinking Water 86
iii) Trained Manpower 86
iv) Health and Sanitation Problem 86
v) Lack of Recreational Facilities 87
vi) Seasonal Fluctuation of Tourist Arrival 87
vii) Lack of Tourist Information Centre and

Publicity 87
viii) Lack of Good Quality Hotels 87
ix) Lack of Travel Trekking Agencies 88
x) Lack of Peace and Security 88
xi) Lack of Marketing 88

CHAPTER 7 Summary, Conclusion and Recommendations 89-97
7.1 Summary 89
7.2 Conclusion 91
7.3 Recommendations 93

Bibliography
Annex
Photos



Table No. List of Table
Page

4.1 Favorable Months to Visit Bandipur 33
4.2 The Prospects of Eco-Trekking Routs 36
4.3 Sight Seeing Around Bandipur by Walk 38
4.4 Colorful Festivals 45
5.5 Total Tourist Arrivals to Nepal in 2004/05 47
5.6 Different Types of Tourist Arrivals in Different

Seasons in Bandipur in 2005/06 48
5.7 Tourist Arrivals by Purposes 50
5.8 Tourist Arrivals by Nationality 51
5.9 Tourist Arrivals by Age and Sex Composition 53
5.10 Means of Transportation used by Tourists 55
5.11 Length of Tourist Stay in Bandipur 57
5.12 Expenditure Patterns of Tourists 58
5.13 Price of Lodging of Fooding 60
5.14 Investment Patterns of Hotels/Lodges in Bandipur 61
5.15 Hotels and Average Income 63
5.16 The Source of Market for Goods Used in Hotels 64
5.17 Age Group of the Respondents 65
5.18 Classification of Households According to Caste 67
5.19 Number of Local People Directly Involved in

Tourism Industries 69
5.20 Number of Local People Indirectly Involved in

Tourism Industries 71
5.21 Different Sectors of Development and VDC 73
5.22 Accommodation Capacity in the Year of 2004/05 76
5.23 Distribution of Accommodation Capacity in the Year

of 2005/06 77
5.24 Number of Standard of Accommodation Facilities

in Bandipur 78
5.25 Charges of Accommodation According to the Standard 79
5.26 Direct local Employment and Salary Pattern 81
5.27 Energy Source of Use 83
5.28 Increasing and Decreasing trend of Given Subjects. 84



List of figure

Fig. No. Title page

5.1 Different Types of Tourist Arrivals in Different
Seasons in Bandipur. 49

5.2 Number of Tourists for Different Purposes. 50
5.3 Nationality and Tourist Arrivals in Bandipur 52
5.4 Tourist Arrivals by Age. 54
5.5 Tourist Arrivals by Sex Composition. 54
5.6 Means of Transportation Used by Tourists 56
5.7 Expenditure Patterns of Tourists 58
5.8 Investment Patterns of Hotels/Lodges in Bandipur 62
5.9 Hotels and Average Income 63
5.10 The Source of Market for Goods Used in Hotels 64
5.11 Age Class of Respondents 66
5.12 Sex Composition of Respondents 66
5.13 Classification of Households According to Caste 68
5.14 Number of Local People Directly Involved in Tourism 69
5.15 Indirectly Employed by Tourism Industry 71
5.16 Number of Standard of Accommodation Facilities

in Bandipur. 78



Abbreviations

ACAP Annapurna Conservation Area Project

BDC Bandipur Development Committee

MOCTCA Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Civil Aviation

R&D Research and Development

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment

CBT Community Based Tourism

PGS Paying Guest System

PGH Paying Guest House

NGOS Non Government Organizations

INGOS International Non Government Organizations

TMC Tourism Management Committee

TDMC Tourism Development Management Committee

NTB Nepal Tourism Board

NPC National Planning, Commission

TU Tribhuvan University

NATHM Nepal Academy of Tourism and Hotel  Management

WTO World Tourism Organization

ECTP Eco cultural Tourism Project

CCODER Centre for Community Development and Research

MOF Ministry of Finance

WTO World Trade Organization

WB World Bank


