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ABSTRACT

This dissertation attempts to present an analytical study of

classroom discourse of the public and private schools. The main objective

of this study was to analyze and compare the classroom discourse of the

public and private schools in terms of 'moves' and 'acts'. For this the

researcher selected four schools of Morang district two public and two

private using random sampling procedure. Three English language

classes of grade eight of each school were observed and the interaction of

the classroom was recorded by using the cassette recorder. The study

clearly showed that one of the real problems in teaching English in public

schools is the lack of the interaction and exposure in the classroom.

The thesis consists of four chapters. Chapter one introduces the

study in terms of general background, review of the related literature,

objectives and significance of the study.

Chapter two deals with the methodology adopted for the study

under which the sources of data, sampling procedure, tools for the

collection of data, process of data collection and limitations of the study

are presented.

The third chapter consists of the analysis and interpretation of the

data. The data have been analyzed and interpreted under different sub-

heading by taking a theoretical model of discourse analysis provided by

Sinclair and Coulthard (1978). The final chapter discusses the findings of

this study and some recommendations on the basis of the findings.



CONTENTS

Page

Recommendation for Acceptance i

Recommendation for Evaluation ii

Evaluation and Approval iii

Dedication iv

Acknowledgements v

Abstract vi

List of Tables vii-viii

Abbreviations and Symbols ix-x

CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION 1-30

1.1 General background 1

1.1.1 English language in Nepal 2

1.1.2 What is discourse analysis? 3

1.1.3 Classroom discourse 6

1.1.4 Model of discourse analysis 12

1.2 Literature Review 26

1.3 Objectives of the study 29

1.4 Significance of the study 29

1.5 Definition of specific Terms 29

CHAPTER TWO: METHODOLOGY 31-32

2.1 Sources of data 31

2.1.1 Primary source 31

2.1.2 Secondary source 31

2.2 Sampling Procedure 31

2.3 Tools for data collection 31



2.4 Process of data collection 31

2.5 Limitations of the study 32

CHAPTER THREE: ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF

DATA 33-72

3.1 Analysis and interpretation classroom discourse of Public Schools 34

a. Classroom discourse of Janata Lower Secondary School,

Indrapur-8 Morang 34

b. Classroom discourse of Sajilal Higher Secondary

School, Sundarpur, Morang 39

3.1.1 Analysis and interpretation of each act of classroom

discourse of Public Schools 43

3.1.2 Analysis and interpretation of each move of classroom

discourse of Public Schools 50

3.2 Analysis and interpretation of classroom discourse of Private

Schools 52

a. Classroom discourse of Bal Pratibha English Boarding

School, Khorsane, Morang 52

b. Classroom discourse of School, Subijimur Memorial

English School,  Biratchwok, Morang 59

3.2.1 Analysis and interpretation of each act of classroom

discourse of Private Schools 65

3.2.2 Analysis and interpretation of each move of classroom

discourse of Private Schools 68

CHAPTER FOUR: FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 73-75

4.1 Findings 73

4.2 Recommendations 74



REFERENCES 76-77

APPENDICES 78-103

Appendix I: Transcription of data 78-98

Appendix II: Classes of acts given in Sinclair and

Coulthard (1978) 99-103



LIST OF TABLES

Page

Table 1: The relationship among non-linguistic

organization, discourse and grammar 10

Table 2: Structure of transaction 13

Table 3: Boundary exchange 14

Table 4: Teaching exchange 14

Table 5: Structure of teacher inform 15

Table 6: Teacher direct 16

Table 7: Teacher elicit 17

Table 8: The structure of pupil elicitation 17

Table 9: The structure of pupil inform 18

Table 10: The structure of check 18

Table 11: The structure of re-initiation (I) 19

Table 12: The structure of listing 20

Table 13: The structure of reinforce 21

Table 14: The structure of repeat 21

Table 15: Framing move 22

Table 16: Focusing move 23

Table 17: Opening move 23

Table 18: Answering move 24

Table 19: Follow-up move 25

Table 20: Analysis of classroom discourse of Public School (I) 35

Table 21: Analysis of classroom discourse of Public School (II) 40

Table 22: Opening move 50

Table 23: Responding move 51

Table 24: Follow-up move 52

Table 25: Analysis of classroom discourse of private school (I) 53

Table 26: Analysis of classroom discourse of Private school (II) 60



Table 27: Pupil initiating move in Private School 69

Table 28: Pupil responding move in Private School 71

Table 29: Follow-up move (Private School) 72



ABBRIVIATIONS AND SYMBOLS

acc : accepting

ack : acknowledging

A.D. : Anno Domoni

an : answering

as : asking

bp : being polite

ch : checking

cl : clarifying

da : drawing attention

des : describing

di : directing

e.g. : exempli gratia

en : encouraging

ESL : English as a Second Language

et al. : et alii/alia

etc. : et cetera

ev : evaluating

F : feedback

gr : greeting

hm : hesitation marker

i.e. : id est (that is to say)

NELTA : Nepal English Language Teachers' Association

no : nominating

NV : non-verbal (without producing verbal sound)

pg : providing guidance

pp : pin pointing

rej : rejecting



su : summarizing

sw : switching

tl : taking leave


