
SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS OF THE MUSLIMS
IN SURKHET DISTRICT

A CASE STUDY OF LATIKOILI VILLAGE DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

A DISSERTATION SUBMITTED TO THE FACULTY OF

HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES IN PARTIAL

FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR

THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF ARTS IN

SOCIOLOGY

TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY

FACULTY OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY/ANTHROPOLOGY

BIRENDRANAGAR MULTIPLE CAMPUS

SURKHET

NEPAL

2006

SUBMITTED BY:

MAKBOOL ALI
EXAM ROLE NUMBER: 4845
CAMPUS ROLE NUMBER: 98

TU REGISTRATION NUMBER: 36-026450



SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS OF THE MUSLIMS
IN SURKHET DISTRICT

A CASE STUDY OF LATIKOILI VILLAGE DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

A DISSERTATION SUBMITTED TO THE FACULTY OF

HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES IN PARTIAL

FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR

THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF ARTS IN

SOCIOLOGY

TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY

FACULTY OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY/ANTHROPOLOGY

BIRENDRANAGAR MULTIPLE CAMPUS

SURKHET

NEPAL

2006

SUBMITTED BY:

MAKBOOL ALI
EXAM ROLE NUMBER: 4845
CAMPUS ROLE NUMBER: 98

TU REGISTRATION NUMBER: 36-026450



TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY
FACULTY OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY/ANTHROPOLOGY

BIRENDRANAGAR MULTIPLE CAMPUS
BIRENDRANAGAR, SURKHET

NEPAL

LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION

This is certified that Mr. Makbool Ali has completed his dissertation

entitled "Socio-economic Status of the Muslims in Surkhet District: A

Case Study of Latikoili Village Development Committee" under my

supervision and guidance. I, hereby, recommend this completed

dissertation for the final approval and acceptance for the partial fulfillment

of the requirements of the Master's Degree of Arts in Sociology.

.........................

Anand Prasad Subedi
Assistant Lecturer

Department of Sociology/Anthropology
Birendranagar Multiple Campus, Surkhet

Nepal.

Date: ………………



TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY
FACULTY OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY/ANTHROPOLOGY

BIRENDRANAGAR MULTIPLE CAMPUS
BIRENDRANAGAR, SURKHET

NEPAL

ACCEPTANCE CERTIFICATE

This dissertation entitled "Socio-economic Status of the Muslims in

Surkhet District: A Case Study of Latikoili Village Development

Committee" prepared by Makbool Ali has been accepted as the partial

fulfillment of the requirements for the Master's Degree in Sociology.

Evaluation Committee

Mr. Keshar Singh Rana ............................
Birendranagar Multiple Campus, Surkhet

Mr. Krishna Bahadur Regmi ............................
Head of the Department
Department of Sociology/Anthropology
Birendranagar Multiple Campus, Surkhet

Mr. Sher Bahadur Rayamajhi ............................
External Supervisor

Mr. Anand Prasad Subedi ............................
Internal Supervisor

Date: ……………..



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This dissertation entitled "Socio-economic Status of the Muslims in

Surkhet District: A Case Study of Latikoili Village Development

Committee" has been prepared for the partial fulfillment of the

requirements of the Master's Degree in Sociology. It would have not been a

reality without the cordial help, support and guidance of several people and

institutions. So, I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks, appreciations

and gratitude to all of them.

Firstly, I would like to express thanks to the Department of

Sociology/Anthropology for granting me the permission to carry out my at

hand dissertation. Similarly, it has been my greatest fortune to have a

privilege to work under my supervisor Mr. Ananda Prasad Subedi,

Assistant Lecturer, without his constant guidance and untiring inspiration,

my study would have become an impossible endeavor to handle. I am also

grateful to Mr. Sher Bahadur Rayamajhi, Assistant Lecturer, for his

valuable guidance; I would like to convey my earnest gratitude to them for

all their supervision, guidance, inspiration and suggestions.

I am also grateful to all the respondents, all the members of the Mosque

and Islamic school committees, local intellectuals and Mr. Sajjat Khan, a

local resident of the study area who co-operated kindly with peace,

patience and no hesitation during my field work.

Finally, I would like to articulate my thanks to all my family members,

colleagues, friends and all the related people for understanding all my

struggles, for their regular encouragement, back-up, co-operation and

emotional support in completing this study.

Makbool Ali December, 2006



ABSTRACTS

"Socio-economic Status of the Muslims in Surkhet District: A Case Study of

Latikoili Village Development Committee" has been selected as the title of the study

because the Muslims of the latikoili VDC have been found to be very behind in the

socio-economic sectors and excluded as well as marginalized group of people. Latikoili

VDC is situated southern side of the Birendranagar valley. Muslims live only in the

wards 1, 2 and 9 of the Latikoili VDC, highest in number in 50 VDCs and one

municipality in the district and hence these wards were the study area of the research.

The whole 92 households were selected for the study following the census survey

method with the aim that no sampling biasness and a comprehensive investigation could

be made. The findings of the study showed that the Muslims of the study area were very

behind in education, occupation and economy. They have very poor level of hosing

facilities. Most of them ran budget deficit and compelled to borrow loan. They had a

crucial problem of drinking water and irrigation. They had very small pieces of land and

some of them don't have their land in their own name. Only two of them were SLC

passed. Their occupations were of subsistence level. They had some social institutions

like mosque, schools, cemetery and a NGO but working under the capacity. All these

affected their development, quality of life and Standard of living.  Both men and women

work together and they had good and friendly social relations within the group and with

the other religious groups of the study area as well. They should be given a serious

attention by empowering them and should be included them in all developmental

activities to improve their standard of living and quality of life.
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