
Tribhuvan University

Revisiting Satire in Soseki Natsume’s I am a Cat

A Thesis Submitted to the Central Department of English,

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

by

Ganga Gyawali

Central Department of English

Kirtipur, Kathmandu

September 2011

R
ev

is
iti

ng
 S

at
ire

 in
 S

os
ek

i N
at

su
m

e’
s

I a
m

 a
 C

at
–

G
an

ga
 G

ya
w

al
i

20
12



Tribhuvan University

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Letter of Recommendation

Ms. Ganga Gyanwali has completed her thesis entitled "Satire and Human

Follies in Natsume’s I am a Cat” under my supervision. She carried out her research

from August 2010 to September 11, 2011. I hereby recommend her thesis be

submitted for the approval by the research committee for viva voce.

_____________________

Mr. Harihar Gyanwali

Lecturer

Central Department of English

Date:____________________



Tribhuvan University

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Letter of Approval

This thesis entitled “Revisiting Satire in Soseki Natsume’s I am a Cat” by Ms.

Ganga Gyawali submitted to the Central Department of English, Tribhuvan

University has been accepted by the undersigned members of the thesis committee.

Members of the Research Committee:

_____________________ ____________________

Internal Examiner

_____________________

_____________________ ____________________

External Examiner

_____________________

_____________________ ___________________

Head

_____________________ Central Department of English

Tribhuvan University

Date..............................



Acknowledgements

First of all I would like to thank my supervisor Mr. Harihar Gyanwali,

Lecturer, Central Department of English (CDE), for this research would not have seen

the light of the day without his encouragement and scholarly guidance.

I also would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to Associate

Prof. Dr. Amma Raj Joshi, Head, CDE and for his scholarly guidance and support.

Besides, I take this opportunity to thank all my teachers from the CDE for their

academic and moral guidance.

I owe the highest level of thankfulness to my parents, who always prompted

me towards positivity of life and were ever present by me in all ups and downs of life.

I also take this moment to remember my loving husband and my dear

daughter, and father and mother and in-laws and friends for their never ending support

and endeavor.

September 2011 Ganga Gyanwali



Abstract

Japanese writer Soseki Natsume’s I am a Cat is a critical observation on the

way of living and mental attitude of humans from the perspective of an unnamed cat.

The novel takes a cat as the mouthpiece of the writer to expose the human’s treatment

on domestic animals, and thereby expose the meanness of treatment of animals by

humans. Through this trend, the writer makes a mockery of the human behavior and

practices.

The unnamed cat lives in the house of a school teacher, and in the course, it is

of the opinion that it is not a human. For it, humans are the most spoilt creatures of

this earth who pretend to as omniscient as the Almighty, himself. This bitter

observation makes the novel a fine example of many of the academic practices that

humans perform over the other beings of this planet, and this is the satire on the

humans – with an intention to make an amendment over such attitude and practice.
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