
Tribhuvan University

Silas Marner: A Critique of Nineteenth Century English Society

A Thesis Submitted to the Central Department of English

Tribhuvan University, Kirtipur

in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the

Degree of Masters of Arts

in English

By

Narayan Kharel

Central Department of English

Kirtipur, Kathmandu

December, 2007



Tribhuvan University

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

This research entitled “Silas Marner: A Critique of Nineteenth Century

English Society” submitted to the Central Department of English, Tribhuvan

University by Mr. Narayan Kharel has been approved by the undersigned members of

the Research Committee.

Members of Research Committee

Internal Examiner

External Examiner

Head

Central Department of English

T.U., Kirtipur, Kathmandu

Date:



Acknowledgements

I express my sincere gratitude to my supervisor Mr. Pushpa Raj Acharya,

lecturer, Central Department of English, Tribhuvan University, for his scholarly

guidance and valuable suggestions to bring this dissertation into existence.

Similarly, I am obliged to Dr. Krishna Chandra Sharma, Head, Central

Department of English, Tribhuvan University, for granting me the permission to

conduct this research work. I am grateful to Mr. Shankar Subedi, lecturer at the same

department who helped me prepare the thesis proposal. I am also grateful to Dr.

Sanjeev Uprety, Dr. Arun Gupto, Mr. Govinda Bhattarai, and all the teachers at the

Central Department of English for their valuable tips and suggestions that smothered

my path to attain this academic position. Without their guardianship of wide-ranging

knowledge, the project would not have come to its present state.

I would also like to thank my parents, my family members and relatives for

their support and assistance during my research and all the times I needed. Likewise, I

would like to thank all my friends in this department and elsewhere for their

continuous support and encouragement.

December 2007                                                                                       Narayan Kharel



Abstract

George Eliot’s Silas Marner reflects the decadent life of the nineteenth

century English society. The transformation of rural agrarian societies to the urban

industrialized one, swept away the ideals and values of the earlier societies. Silas’s

alienation and his disbelief towards religion and humanity persuade him to acquire

more wealth, which becomes his only pleasure. Squire Cass’ complacency and

selfishness, shows how indifferent he is from his own community. Godfrey by not

acknowledging his wife and daughter presents himself as moral bankrupt, and

Dunsey’s attempt to earn money by illicit means, symbolizes the increasing greed

among the peoples. With the progress of industrialization and urbanization, the values

of humanity and societal norms seemed to be drifting away.
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