
TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY

Women’s Empowerment in Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice

A Thesis Submitted to the Central Department of English,

T. U. in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirement for the Degree of Master

of Arts in English

Submitted by:

Ram Binod Kurmi

UNIVERSITY CAMPUS

Kirtipur

March 2008



Tribhuvan University

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

The thesis titled Women’s Empowerment in Austen’s Pride and Prejudice by Ram Binod

Kurmi submitted to the Central Department of English, Tribhuvan University, has been

approved by the undersigned members of the research committee.

Members of Research Committee

Internal Examiner

External Examiner

Head

Central Department of English

Date:



Acknowledgements

My sincere gratitude and indebtedness must go to Mr. Hem Sharma Paudel,

lecturer at the Central Department of English, Tribhuvan University. He has paved an

approachable path and let me walk along providing me adequate scholarly suggestions

and invaluable guidance for the finalization of my research. In fact the concrete existence

of my dissertation has its root in the relentless inspiration and motivation of various well

wishers. The warm and incessant love and encouragement of my grandparents, parents,

brothers, sisters, the elder sister, Basanti Giri and my loving and cooperative wife, Mrs.

Laxmi Kurmi who energized me to overcome all sorts of hindrances until the completion

of this research made this thesis possible.

Similarly, I deeply owe my honorable and candid appreciation to Dr. Krishna

Chandra Sharma, the Head of Central Department of English. Along with this I express

respectful thanks and acknowledgement to Dr. Arun Gupto and Dr. Birendra Pandey, and

others working at the department. After all I am equally obliged to my cooperative and

sagacious friends Saleem Khan, Najia Khan, Ram Padarth, Bikash Giri, Gyanendra

Chaudhary, Rajeev Shrivastav and others.

March 2008 Ram Binod Kurmi



Abstract

Austen’s Pride and Prejudice traces out the contemporary issues regarding the

real condition of women of her time. The characters presented in the text are more or

less of the similar nature and thought. Bannet's role is in fact typical in the sense that

she has been made to represent the women of the time, who wanted to release

themselves from the net of patriarchy but failed due to their inclination to marriage

institution. The unconscious desire of every woman was that they had to marry for the

security of the entire life. The very mind-set was created by the patriarchal structure

of the society and its biased ideologies. In the beginning of the novel, Elizabeth is

portrayed as a revolutionary character with wit and sensibility to argue in the social

affairs but finally she does fall in the trap of marriage institution which is the space

for men to exploit women. Despite the fact that Austen has made a number of efforts

to empower her characters especially Elizabeth Bennet, she fails to do so. Her failure

in empowering women is due to patriarchy and its deep-rooted ideologies.
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