
Tribhuvan University

Subverting the Imperial and Patriarchal in Nervous Conditions

A thesis submitted to the Central Department of English, Tribhuvan University,

in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of

Master of Arts in English

By

Kadambini Neupane

Central Department of English

Kirtipur, Kathmandu

February 2007



Tribhuvan University

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Central Department of English

Letter of Approval

This thesis “Subverting the Imperial and Patriarchal in Nervous Conditions”

submitted to the Central Department of English by Kadambini Neupane has been approved

by the undersigned members of the Research Committee:

Members of the Research Committee

________________________

Internal Examiner

________________________

________________________

_______________________ External Examiner

________________________ ________________________

Head

_______________________ Central Department of English

Date: ___________________



Acknowledgements

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to my supervisor and teacher Dr.

Beerendra Pandey, Central Department of English, Tribhuvan University, for the existence

of present dissertation work, in the shape as it has by now, owes a great deal to him. It was

his scholarly guidance and valuable suggestions and instructions that made this project a

reality. Any attempt to express my gratitude to him in words is bound to be inadequate.

I am obliged to the Head and Reader Dr. Krishna Chandra Sharma, Central

Department of English, Tribhuvan University, for the approval of this dissertation in its

present form. I am grateful to the then Head and Prof. Chandra Prakash Sharma, Central

Department of English, Tribhuvan University, for providing me an opportunity to work on

this project by accepting my proposal. I am indebted to my respected teachers Prof. Dr. Abhi

Narayan Subedi, Dr. Sangita Rayamajhi and Mr. Nagendra Bhattarai for encouraging me to

work on this topic. I would like to express my sincere thanks to my teachers Dr. Shreedhar

Gautam, Srijon Chhetri and Pushpa Acharya, for their encouragement and invaluable

suggestions throughout the thesis writing class. Thanks are also due to all the teachers at the

Central Department of English for their moral support and intellectual assistance.

Thanks, too, to my parents, to my friends Deepa, Saabi and Kamles for their

continuous support and encouragement, and my brother Dhimanta Raj Neupane for his

technical support, without which my dream to be a research student would have remained

unrealized.

Finally, a big hug of gratitude to my dear and loving husband, Mr. Saroj Sharma

Ghimire, for his love and continuous support throughout my intellectual adventure.

Whenever I needed him, I found him by my side. I am deeply indebted to him.

Kadambini Neupane

February 2007



Abstract

Borrowing its title and epigraph from Jean-Paul Sartre’s preface to Frantz Fanon’s

The Wretched of the Earth (1968) – the condition of native is a nervous condition –

Dangarembga’s Nervous Conditions extends the Fanonian thematics of psychological

anxieties as a colonial condition to articulate these anxieties as symptomatic of the

collaboration of both the patriarchal and colonial conditions. Dangarembga dramatizes the

conflicting Shona women’s voices and subject position in the then existing social

configuration which the female characters seek to revise even while upholding it. Trapped in

the storm of violence both vertical – violence of the war of independence from colonizing

power; and horizontal – violence directed at the wives or sisters in house and family by the

fellow colonized men, the female characters like Tambudzai and Nyasha are engaged in a

dialogic relationship to the imperial legacies and the local patriarchy supported and

promoted by it, missionary education and other nervous conditions. While textualizing their

repressed rage at the patriarchal and colonial domination, Dangarembga proposes the

trans/postnational politics of location for these characters   who are seeking to disidentify

themselves both with local patriarchy and imperial power. At this moment, Dangarembga

comes to the conclusion that the assertion of trans/postnational female subjectivity can be

accomplished neither through an access to colonial education and western literacy as

signifiers of modernization and progress nor through the collaboration with patriarchy;

rather it is possible to attain female subjectivity, by becoming conscious of women’s

objectification and dehumanization at the intersection of various conflicting discourses; and

by developing a politics of solidarity with local men and women within their community.
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