
TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY

Representation of the Impact of Gandhian Politics in

Raja Rao's Kanthapura

A Thesis Submitted to the Central Department of English

in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of

Master of Arts in English

By

Kiran Kumar Gurung

Central Department of English

Kirtipur, Kathmandu

February 2007

R
ep

re
se

nt
at

io
n 

of
 th

e 
Im

pa
ct

 o
f G

an
dh

ia
n 

Po
lit

ic
s 

in
 R

aj
a 

R
ao

's
K

an
th

ap
ur

a
-K

ira
n 

K
um

ar
 G

ur
un

g
20

07



Tribhuvan University

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

This thesis entitled "Representation of the Impact of Gandhian Politics in Raja Rao’s

Kanthapura" submitted to the Central Department of English, Tribhuvan University, by Kiran

Kumar Gurung has been approved by the undersigned members of the research committee.

Members of the Research Committee

Internal Examiner

External Examiner

Head
Central Department of English

Date: ________________

ii



Acknowledgements

Without the support, guidance, suggestion, and encouragement from my respected

teachers, the completion of the present thesis would not have been possible. I am highly indebted

to Dr. Beerendra Pandey, lecturer at the Central Department of English, Tribhuvan University,

for his scholarly guidance, stimulating encouragement and invaluable suggestions. Without his

constant support, this dissertation could never have been into this present form. I express my

very sincere gratitude to him.

I am very much obliged to Dr. Krishna Chandra Sharma, the Head of the Central

Department of English, Tribhuvan University, for the approval of this dissertation in its present

form. I am also very much grateful to Prof. Chandra Prakash Sharma, the then Head of the

Department of English, for providing me an opportunity to carry out this research and I am also

grateful to Mr.Rajendra Giri for suggesting me in every moment to complete this present

research work. I would like to express my sincere thanks to my respected teachers Mr. Saroj

Ghimire, Mr. Dipak Sherstha, Dr. Sanjeev Upreti, Dr. Arun Gupto, Mr. Nirmal Adhikari and also

to other teachers who taught and showed me the right way and who helped me to materialize my

dream as a student of Master's Degree.

I am also very grateful to my brother Mr. Maheshwor Gurung and my family members

for their continual encouragement, support, co-operation, love and blessing without which my

dream to be a research student could never have been possible.

Finally, I would like to remember all my friends for their co-operation and

encouragement and I also like to remember to those persons who have helped me knowingly and

unknowingly for completion on of this research work.

February 2007 Kiran Kumar Gurung

iii



Abstract

This research makes an intensive study of Raja Rao’s Kanthapura. Kanthapura which is

regarded as a major landmark in Indian fiction; is the story of how the influence of Gandhian

struggle for independence came to a small village. It tries to show how the Gandhian politics had

affected on the actions of the villagers in their struggle against the British Raj. They fought non-

violently with the strength of 'Satyagraha'(soul force) for freedom. The events of the novel,

Kanthapura move around the effect of Gandhian non-violence. This novel has become such a

document which is presented as a mirror of Gandhi's activities. Practising the Gandhian

principles, the villagers keep the hope of being free from the British reign. Then they start the

struggle against the British Raj but they cannot have the success at the end. They have to face the

migration from their own village. Thus, it represents Gandhi's both- positive and negative impact

on the villagers' behavior and also portrays how the villagers adopted, appreciated and faced

challenges during the revolt against the British government in colonial India.
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